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C OU R S E  OVE RVI E W  

DESCRIPTION: 
This two-credit course provides an introduction to Fyodor Dostoevsky's l ife and 
work with a focus on close readings of  two of  his major writ ings, The Brothers 
Karamazov  and Crime and Punishment .  Special  attention wil l  be given in the lectures 
and class discussions to the theological and l i terary contexts for Dostoevsky's 
writ ings and their relevance to contemporary ministr y ( including themes such as 
sin, forgiveness,  redemption and hope).  

GOALS: 
The students wil l  g row in their abil i ty to 

• analyze an important l i terary text’s ideas and debates in its historical ,  
cultural ,  and theological contexts;   

• understand the European (and especial ly Russian and Eastern-European) 
theological arguments and assumptions during the t ime of  Dostoevsky; 

• appreciate the interplay between history, l i terature, and theology in one 
important (and often overlooked) period in the l ife of  the Christ ian Church; 

• Apply the wisdom of  the Christ ian tradit ion to modern ministr y contexts 

COURSE DETAILS   

1. GRADING SCHEDULE AND LATE ASSIGNMENTS. 
Assignments wil l  consist of  readings, discussion posts,  readings briefs,  and a f inal 
paper. Late work wil l  be penalized 1 letter g rade per day, unless prior permission 
for late submission was granted. Students wil l  have 5 days to submit late work with 
penalt ies.  

The published RTS grading scale is used in this course. See the Catalog, page 47. 

2. ATTENDANCE.  

Attendance and prepared participation is required. If  class is not attended, the 
student’s final grade will be affected. 

3. SPECIAL NEEDS.  

In order to ensure full class participation, any student with a disabling condition 
requiring special accommodations (e.g. tape recorders, special adaptive equipment) is 
strongly encouraged to contact the instructor before the beginning of  the course.   
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4. ACADEMIC HONESTY (QUOTED AND ADAPTED FROM DR. 
TIMOTHY PHILLIPS OF WHEATON COLLEGE AND DR. MICHAEL 
ALLEN OF REFORMED THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY). 

The assignments are designed to extend and deepen your comprehension and 
appreciation of  Christian theology and to increase your facility with theological 
method. The processes of  defining a topic, researching the results of  others' studies, 
critiquing those studies, and organizing your conclusions in a clear and cogent 
presentation provides valuable skills for your various leadership ministries. The use 
of  sources is an essential step in appropriating the learning of  the Church's tradition 
in its relationship to cultures to help us understand and faithfully practice Scripture. 

Using information obtained from a source without indicating it (whether by 
footnote, parentheses, or bibliography or some other appropriate reference, 
depending on the type of  assignment) is plagiarism (intellectual thievery and lying). 
This applies to any information that you gain from someone that is not “common 
knowledge.” It does not apply only to exact quotations or precise verbal allusions. 
Altering the wording does not remove the obligation to acknowledge the source. 

Cheating is the presentation of  someone else’s work, which the student ought to 
have done personally. This includes submitting answers to test questions derived by 
some means other than that intended by the instructor. It also includes turning in 
written assignments composed in whole or in part by someone else. 

5. DISCLAIMER.  

This syllabus is intended to ref lect accurately the learning objectives, instructional 
format and other information necessary for students to appraise the course. 
However, the instructor reserves the right to modify any portion of  this syllabus as 
may become necessary.   

6. SUPPORT. 
Canvas al lows you to interact with Dr. Bruce via the Inbox function.  

Canvas also al lows for interaction with classmates. You can interact with 
classmates via the Student to Student forum or Conferences. 
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C OU R S E  R E QU I R E ME N TS  

READING 
The following books are required: 

1. Dostoevsky, Crime and Punishment (A New Trans. by Michael R. Katz, 2019)  
	 	 ISBN:978-1-63149-531-1 
	 	 Amazon Link: Click here 

2. Dostoevsky, The Brothers Karamazov (A New Trans. by Michael R. Katz, 2024)  
	 	 ISBN:978-1-324-09510-1 
	 	 Amazon Link: Click here  

Students should bring the ir  copies  o f  the texts to the hybrid week of  l e c tur es.  Students are 
encouraged to purchase the recommended edit ions as it  wil l  faci l i tate interactions 
with the lectures and in-class discussions. 

The following books are recommended (but not required) resources: 

3. The Cambridge Companion to Dostoevskii  (Cambridge Companions to 
Literature, ed. W.J.  Leatherbar row, 2002) 

	 	 ISBN: 978-0-52165-473-9 
	 	 Amazon Link: Click here 

4. Rowan Will iams, Dostoevsky:  Language,  Faith and Fic t ion (2011 paperback 
edit ion) 

	 	 ISBN: 978-1-60258-373-3 
	 	 Amazon Link: Click here 

5. Joseph Frank, Dostoevsky:  A Writer  in his  Time (edited and abridged by Mary 
Petrusewicz, 2012) 

	 	 ISBN: 978-0-69115-599-9 
	 	 Amazon Link: Click here 

READING BRIEFS (25% OF FINAL GRADE) 
Students wil l  brief  each week’s reading. The purpose of  the brief  is to summarize 
the thesis,  outl ine, and argument of  that week’s selection from Dostoevsky, as well  
as to state one’s own analysis of  it  ( in the form of  questions, confirmations, 
objections, etc.) .  Briefs may include quotations from various points in the text (so 
long as page numbers are referenced).  Briefs should be no more than 350 words. 

Briefs wil l  be submitted on the discussion board. Students should also br ing the ir  br ie f s  
(e i ther hard copies  or downloaded PDFs) to the hybrid week of  c lass l e c tur es .  
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https://www.amazon.com/Crime-Punishment-Translation-Fyodor-Dostoevsky/dp/1631495313/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3U3NV8PZW3KF2&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.KanETXDRqbvwzNPvy8CTKjWGKc4ka1USGIakwaXwCsbBWaO7vaswXVnJgwKGv5DqEADAjBrjveyykqcN1tXz9eAP6F8yfJGh-XGjBQPyg7g.J4Z22waHg6K0gLw_cySCBMtHls22lfrjTc5o3TYNbf4&dib_tag=se&keywords=crime+and+punishment+a+new+translation+by+michael+r.+katz&qid=1754064254&sprefix=crime+and+punishment+a+new+translation+by+michael+r.+katz,aps,113&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Brothers-Karamazov-Translation-Michael-Katz/dp/1324095105/ref=sr_1_1?crid=342TJYCQ0YOQ8&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Qo1U5_GkNN8R0-y7tokTipjQL_-vMdXY7XR7mgcUb_l5CFiMvjMFj_OyWvozeK6SLXu50LyaXY8vFN-krkRiENN5ZGqc5Y6sxQZpcgefJTyUIGM2SJZLgsxWA-jd6TXF.s2Q22hSe8LyyKyqJFnA3bqqAZ3Av512fKI-ptXDp-xI&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+brothers+karamazov+a+new+translation+by+michael+r.+katz&qid=1754064436&sprefix=the++a+new+translation+by+michael+r.+katz,aps,148&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Cambridge-Companion-Dostoevskii-Companions-Literature/dp/0521654734/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&dib_tag=se&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Y0xXjO2220EAkSUjg1IA_dCCq_cw6TcBLwgmGJdKj58DBlKb0YLx53nFcsoGxqb4VoO9_-st8miRa99OS3I9RnV7o6x_9fpqGmPamrp6lIY.dVdCU8U3KfUzIQNJiMs7h1UOQS2b4Iodvf-1A5nNodE&qid=1754361186&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Dostoevsky-Language-Fiction-Christian-Imagination/dp/1602583730/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1DZ2PU4YG0JJU&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.BGYN9avjodv9oun_xa7jBQ.KrmvSg5GINL_jShLsnt0sPfcWKkYHBsJCiP2qjYWsJI&dib_tag=se&keywords=rowan+williams+dostoevsky+language,+faith,+and+fiction&qid=1754361083&sprefix=rowan+williams+dost,aps,90&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Dostoevsky-Writer-Time-Joseph-Frank/dp/0691155992/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1N0S48JH04LWD&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.JOM6Cf0UWV35SYwrpjJVFJDlSccIuz93PR_CWVFS8J0OxroiQbbbaPQRWXw95WQAg-ZpPmBqyg6oLiMY49k6g7ITn_hZ9slqtssjWniuoWC4itqYdTZc7CNE1gapS_7tX5hZZTVM80BaNabRZgzcO3le7qLzObytT8zGt1JgqRJE8oL3wTBe_FvXa2gE_xxLaYmqBUQ-iWDQc_f6dLbenUvuMwaaLoYIaXoKW9MZAgM.qrYOrujCxd2dUW9vRBy9eQtxdQu6Z8Hxe8B8e5odzi4&dib_tag=se&keywords=joseph+frank+dostoevsky&qid=1754361362&sprefix=joseph+frank,aps,85&sr=8-1


DISCUSSION POSTS AND REPLIES (25% OF FINAL GRADE)  

Students will post a common place ref lection from that week’s reading each week. 
The post may be a single paragraph, including a quote or paraphrase, that ref lects on 
something of  significance to the student. The student will then respond to a follow 
up question posed by the professor.  

FINAL PAPERS (50% OF FINAL GRADE)  
Students wil l  write an essay which analyzes a specif ic theme found in one of  the 
works covered in this course, either The Brothers Karamazov or Crime and Punishment .  
The paper wil l  show clear understanding of  Dostoevsky’s context,  arguments,  aims, 
presupposit ions, evidence and implications. Fur ther,  the essay wil l  address ways in 
which this theme relates to and applies to contemporary ministr y.  Papers should be 
1500 to 2000 words long.  

All  papers are to be uploaded to Canvas by Februar y 6th.  
Final papers wil l  be docked for poor grammar and style.  Edit careful ly.  Read 
and re-read what you have written. Do not go over the word l imit for any 
written assignments.  

C OU R S E  S C HE D U L E  

INITIAL ONLINE SCHEDULE 
Week of  December 1st  

• Reading Topic:  Dostoevsky, Crime and Punishment (Par ts I ,  II ,  and III) 
• To be read: C&P pages 3—305  
• Brief:  C&P pages 3—305  
• Discussion Post:  Personal Introduction & Reply 

Week of  December 8th  
• Reading Topic:  Dostoevsky, Crime and Punishment (Par ts IV—VI + Epilogue) 
• To be read: C&P pages 306—604 
• Brief:  C&P pages 306—604 
• Discussion Post & Reply 

Week of  December 15th  
• Reading Topic:  Dostoevsky, The Brothers Karamazov (From the Author and 

Par t 1) 
• To be read: The Brothers K  pages 5—196 
• Brief:  The Brothers K  pages 5—196 
• Discussion Post & Reply 
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Week of  December 22nd  
• Reading Topic:  Dostoevsky, The Brothers Karamazov (Par t II) 
• To be read: The Brothers K  pages 197—384 
• Brief:  The Brothers K  pages 197—384 
• Discussion Post & Reply 

Week of  December 29th  
• Reading Topic:  Dostoevsky, The Brothers Karamazov (Par t III) 
• To be read: The Brothers K  pages 385—598) 
• Brief:  The Brothers K  pages 385—598) 
• Discussion Post & Reply 

Week of  Januar y 5th  
• Reading Topic:  Dostoevsky, The Brothers Karamazov (Par t IV + Epilogue) 
• To be read: The Brothers K  pages 599–887) 
• Brief:  The Brothers K  pages 599–887) 
• Discussion Post & Reply 

HYBRID WEEK SCHEDULE 
Class meets Monday, January 12th through Friday, January 16th from 1:00 to 
4:00pm each day that week. We wil l  take shor t breaks roughly every hour.  

Monday,  Januar y 12th  

Topic: Introduction to Dostoevsky and Crime and Punishment  
Tuesday, Januar y 13th  

Topic: Crime and Punishment  
Wednesday, Januar y 14th  
	 Topic: The Brothers Karamazov  
Thursday, Januar y 15th  

Topic: The Brothers Karamazov  
Friday, Januar y 16th  

Topics:  The Brothers Karamazov ;  Concluding Thoughts;  Discussion of  Final 
Paper  

CONCLUDING ONLINE SCHEDULE 
Februar y 6 
	 Ref lection paper due. 
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FU RTHE R RE A D ING 
The focus of  this class wil l  be on Dostoevsky’s works, and especial ly Crime and 
Punishment and The Brothers Karamazov.  During the lectures and in lecture notes/
outl ines distr ibuted to students during the lectures,  other primary and secondary 
sources wil l  be recommended as supplemental readings. These wil l  include 
biographies of  Dostoevsky and analyses of  his context,  l ife,  and work. 
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Course Objectives Related to MDiv* Student Learning Outcomes 

Course: 	 HT6328-O1 

Professor:	 Bruce 

Campus:	  Orlando 

Date:	 	 Winter 2026 

MDiv* Student Learning Outcomes 
In  order  to  measure  the  success  o f  the  MDiv  

cur r i cu lum,  RTS  has  def ined  the  fo l lowing  as  the  
intended  outcomes  o f  the  student  learn ing  process .   
Each  course  contr ibutes  to  these  overa l l  outcomes .  

Th i s  rubr i c  shows  the  contr ibut ion  o f  th i s  course  to  the  
MDiv  outcomes .  

 * A s  t h e  M D i v  i s  t h e  c o r e  d e g r e e  a t  RT S ,  t h e  M D i v  r u b r i c  w i l l  
b e  u s e d  i n  t h i s  sy l l a b u s .

Rubric 
➢ Stron

g  

➢ Mode
rate  

➢ Mini
mal  

Mini-Justification

Articulation  

 (oral  & 
written)

Broad ly  understands  and  
ar t i cu lates  knowledge ,  both  ora l  
and  wr i tten ,  o f  essent ia l  b ib l i ca l ,  
theo log ica l ,  h i stor i ca l ,  and  
cu l tura l /g loba l  in format ion ,  
inc lud ing  deta i l s ,  concepts ,  and  

Strong Reading briefs  and 
f inal  paper test  abi l i ty  
to communicate in 
written form. 

Scripture S ign i f i cant  knowledge  of  the  
or ig ina l  mean ing  o f  Scr ipture .   
A l so,  the  concepts  for  and  sk i l l  to  
research  fur ther  into  the  or ig ina l  
mean ing  o f  Scr ipture  and  to  app ly  
Scr ipture  to  a  var iety  o f  modern  
c i rcumstances .  ( Inc ludes  
appropr iate  use  o f  or ig ina l  
l anguages  and  hermeneut ics ;  and  
integrates  theo log ica l ,  h i stor i ca l ,  

Strong Lectures and readings 
focus upon bibl ical  
exegesis  as shaping the 
history of  Christ ian 
thought in i ts  various 
l i terary genres.

Reformed 
Theology 

S ign i f i cant  knowledge  of  Reformed 
theo logy  and  pract i ce ,  w i th  
emphas i s  on  the  Westminster  
S tandards .   

Moderate Historical  analysis  of  
one important 
contemporary f igure in 
Russian/Orthodox 
theology frequently 
turns to note occasions 
of  s imilar ity to and 
difference from Sanctif ication Demonstrates  a  love  for  the  Tr iune  

God  that  a ids  the  student ’s  
sanct i f i cat ion .

Strong Historical  analysis  of  
one important f igure in 
19th century Russia 
frequently turns to 
note occasions of  later 
development and 
practical  appl icat ions.
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Desire for 
Worldview 

Burn ing  des i re  to  conform a l l  o f  
l i fe  to  the  Word  of  God.

Strong Readings,  lectures,  and 
f inal  paper address the 
construction of  
principles and a moral  
imagination that is  
conformed to Holy 
Scripture as i ts  f inal  
authority and informed 
by the Christ ian 
witness of  the past.Winsomely 

Reformed 
Embraces  a  winsomely  Reformed 
ethos .  ( Inc ludes  an  appropr iate  
ecumenica l  sp i r i t  w i th  other  
Chr i st ians ,  espec ia l l y  Evange l i ca l s ;  
a  concern  to  present  the  Gospe l  in  
a  God-honor ing  manner  to  non-
Chr i st ians ;  and  a  t ruth- in - love  
att i tude  in  d i sagreements . )

Strong Readings and lectures 
address issues from a 
region of  Christendom 
often overlooked in 
Protestant theological  
ref lect ion.

Preach Abi l i ty  to  preach  and  teach  the  
mean ing  o f  Scr ipture  to  both  
heart  and  mind  wi th  c la r i ty  and  
enthus iasm.

Minimal Readings and lectures 
address Christ ian 
moral ity and ideals  as 
depicted in 
Dostoevsky ’s  novels  
with appl ication to 
teaching preaching in Worship Knowledgeab le  o f  h i stor i c  and  

modern  Chr i st ian-worsh ip  forms;  
and  ab i l i ty  to  const ruct  and  sk i l l  
to  lead  a  worsh ip  ser v ice .

None N/A

Shepherd Abi l i ty  to  shepherd  the  loca l  
congregat ion :  a id ing  in  sp i r i tua l  
matur i ty ;  promot ing  use  o f  g i f t s  
and  ca l l ings ;  and  encourag ing  a  
concern  for  non-Chr i st ians ,  both  
in  Amer ica  and  wor ldwide .

Moderate Readings,  lectures,  and 
f inal  paper address 
issues which inform 
pastoral  counsel

Church/World Abi l i ty  to  interact  wi th in  a  
denominat iona l  contex t ,  w i th in  
the  broader  wor ldwide  church ,  
and  wi th  s ign i f i cant  pub l i c  i s sues .

Moderate Final  paper engages 
major publ ic  issues 
facing church and 
world in the t ime of  
Dostoevsky and in the 
present.
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