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P R OF E S S O R ’ S  C ONTAC T I NF OR M ATION  

NAME :  Scott R. Swain 

EMAIL :  sswain@rts.edu  

To set up an appointment,  or for general communication, please contact my 
assistant Matti Horton (mhorton@rts.edu ) .   

PHONE:  407-278-4406 (Assistant)  

C OU R S E  D ATE S  

IN CLASS DATES:  January 5-9, 2026 

Monday| 1:00 PM - 6:00 PM 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday  | 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM 
Friday | 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

COURSE COMPLETION DATE:  Friday,  February 6 ,  2026

C OU R S E  OV E R V I E W  

DESCRIPTION: 

This course focuses on the doctrine of the being and attributes of God. Topics 
include the doctrine’s biblical foundations,  phi losophical  presuppositions and 
impl ications, historical development and debates, and systematic coherence.  

GOALS : 

- To acquire advanced understanding and appreciation of historic Christian 
teaching on the being and attributes of God  

- To gain a better grasp of the philosophical and scriptural  foundations of 
historic  Christian teaching on the being and attr ibutes of God , including 
related methodological and hermeneutica l issues  

- To improve facil i ty in reading ,  interpreting,  and understanding  different 
texts ,  genres, arguments , and debates  related the being and attributes of 
God from across the Christ ian tradition  

- To sharpen skil ls  related to research and communication (both oral  and 
written)  

- To glorify God and to enjoy deeper fel lowship with God  

COURSE  DETAILS    
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1. GRADING SCALE.   

The published RTS grading scale is used in this course. See the latest RTS Catalog.  

2. ATTENDANCE AND LATE ASSIGNMENTS.   

Attendance and prepared participation is required. If class is  not attended,  the 
student’s final grade wil l  be affected.  

3. SPECIAL NEEDS.   

In order to ensure ful l  class partic ipat ion, any student with a disabling condit ion 
requiring special accommodations (e.g. ,  tape recorders, special adaptive 
equipment) is strongly encouraged to contact the instructor before the beginning 
of the course.   

4. ACADEMIC POLICIES. 

Late assi gnments :  Apart from exceptional  circumstances,  I  wil l  not accept late 
assignments for credit.   

Plagiari sm :  Plagiarism, whether intentional or unintentional,  wil l  result in a fai l ing 
grade for the course.  (See the discussion of plagiarism in the latest RTS Catalog.)  

Arti f i c ia l  Intel l i gence :  Students are prohibited from using any form of arti fic ial 
intel l igence in completing assignments for this  course.   

5. DISCLAIMER .   

This syl labus is intended to reflect accurately the learning objectives, instructional 
format, and other information necessary for students to appraise the course. 
However, the instructor reserves the right to modify any portion of this syl labus as 
may become necessary.   

6. SUPPORT: 

Canvas al lows you to interact with the Professor or his teaching assistant via the 
Inbox function.   

Canvas also al lows for interaction with classmates. You can interact with 
classmates via  the Student-to-Student forum or Conferences.  

See FAQ on the Home Page or at Modules > Course Resources for instructions on various Canvas 
features. 
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C OU R S E  R E QU I R E M E NTS  

READING  

The following books, chapters,  and articles are required reading: 
 
Thomas Aquinas,  Summa Contra Genti l es ,  Latin/English Edition  (Green Bay: 
Aquinas Insti tute , 2018), Book I,  Chapters 44-102,  Book II,  Chapters 1 -29.  
  
Aristotle ,  Categor ie s ,  in The Comple te Works of  Aristot le ,  Vol.  1 (Princeton: Princeton 
University  Press, 1984), al l .  
 
George Boys-Stones, Platonis t  Philosophy 80 BC to AD 250: An Introduct ion and 
Colle ct i on o f  Sources in Translat ion (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2018), 
chaps. 3,  6,  11,  15 .  
 
Stephen Charnock, The Exist ence and Attributes  o f  God: Updated  and Unabridged ,  
Volume 2, ed.,  Mark Jones (Wheaton: Crossway, 2022), Discourse 10: On the 
Power of God, Discourse 12: On the Goodness of God, Discourse 13: On God’s 
Dominion.  
 
Emmanuel Durand, Divine Speech in  Human Words:  Thomist i c  Engagements with 
Scr ipture  (Washington, D.C.:  The Catholic University  of America Press, 202 2),  
chaps. 1-10.   
 
A. J .  Freddoso, “Introduction,” in Francisco Suarez, On Creation, Conserva tion, and 
Concurrence:  Metaphysical  Disputations 20, 21, 22  (South Bend: St.  Augustine’s ,  2002) ,  
xi-cxxi (note: you are only  required to read the introduction to this volume).  
 
Ross D. Inman, “Retrieving Divine Immensity and Omnipresence,” in T & T Clark 
Handbook of Analyt i c  Theology ,  ed.,  James M. Arcadi and James T.  Turner (London: 
T & T Clark, 2021), chap. 10.  
 
Richard Muller,  Divine Wil l  and Human Choi ce :  Freedom, Contingency,  and Necess i t y in  
Early Modern Reformed Thought  (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2017), al l .  
 
Francis Oakley, “The Absolute and Ordained Power of God in Sixteenth - and 
Seventeenth-Century Theology,” Journal of  the History of  Ideas  59 (1998): 437-61.  
 
John Owen, “A Dissertation on Divine Justice” (available in many formats),  al l .  
 
Sebastian Rehnman, “The Doctrine of God in Reformed Orthodoxy,” in A 
Companion to Reformed Orthodoxy ,  ed. ,  Herman Selderhuis  (Leiden:  Bril l ,  2013):  351-
401.  
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John Duns Scotus, “Question Seven:  Can it be Demonstrated by Natural  and 
Necessary Reason that God is Omnipotent?” in God and Creatures:  The Quodlibe tal  
Quest ions  (Princeton: Princeton Universi ty Press, 1975 ), 159-97.  
 
Francis Turretin, Inst i tutes of  Elenct i c  Theology ,  Vol. 1 (Phil l ipsburg: Presbyterian & 
Reformed, 1992),  Third Topic,  Question XII (pp.  206-12), Third Topic,  Question 
XIII (pp. 212-18), Third Topic , Questions XIV, XV, XVI,  XVII,  XVIII  (pp.  218-
34).  
 
Petrus van Mastricht,  Theore t i cal -Prac t i cal  Theology :  Faith in the Triune God ,  Vol.  2 
(Grand Rapids:  Reformation Heritage  Books, 2019),  chaps. 2-23. 
 
Gisbertus Voetius , “God’s Single, Absolutely Simple Essence,” trans . R. M. Hurd,  
The Confessional Presbyter ian 15 (2019): 9-40.  

ADDITIONAL ASSIGNMENTS  

After course registrat ion is complete, students wil l  be assigned a c lass presen tation  
related to one of the assigned readings for the course.  You wil l  receive specific 
instructions on this assignment from Matti  Horton ( mhorton@rts.edu ) .  The class 
presentation wil l  account for 25 % of the f inal grade.  
 
Students wil l  turn in a read ing report  s tating the percentage of the assigned readings 
they have completed.  The reading report wi l l  account for 25 % of the final grade.  
The reading report  is  to be uploaded in Canvas by February 6, 2026.   

RESEARCH PAPER  

Students wil l  write a research paper  on one divine attr ibute  or on a topic related to 
the being and attributes of God (e .g. ,  the divine names,  the nature of analogical 
predication,  a specific theologian’s treatment of a divine attribute, etc.) .  The paper 
should be 15-20 pages in length . The research paper wi l l  account for 50 % of the 
final  grade. The research paper  is  to be uploaded in Canvas  by February 6,  2026.  

 

COURSE WEEK SCHEDULE  

Class meets 1/5-1/9:  

Monday, January 5  

Topic :  Phi losophical  and scriptural foundations of Christ ian teaching on 
the being and attributes of God  

Tuesday, January 6  

Topic :  Attributes of God’s being  
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Wednesday, January 7  

Topic :  Attributes of God’s agency  

Thursday,  January 8  

Topic :  Attributes of God’s agency  

Friday, January 9  

Topic :  Attributes of God’s goodness  

 

F U R TH E R  RE AD I NG  

 
Thomas Aquinas,  Summa Theologica .  
 
Augustine, The Trin ity .  
 
Karl  Barth, Church Dogmatic s ,  Vols. 2, 4 .  
 
Basil  of Caesarea, Against Eunomius .  
 
Andreas Beck, Gisbertus Voetius  (1589-1676) on God, Freedom, and Contingency:  An 
Early Modern Voice .  
 
Hermann Cremer,  The Chris t ian Doctrine  of  the Divine Attributes .  
 
John of Damascus,  On the Orthodox Fai th .  
 
John of Damascus,  Philosophical  Chapters .  
 
Dominic D’Ettore,  Analogy After Aquinas:  Logi cal  Probl ems,  Thomist i c  Answers .  
 
Joshua Hochschi ld, “Proportionality  and Divine Naming: Did St. Thomas  
Aquinas Change his Mind about Analogy?” The Thomist  77 (2013): 531-58.  
 
Immanuel  Kant, Relig ion and Rational Theology .  
 
David Kelsey, Human Anguish and God’s  Power .  
 
Gottfried Leibniz, Theodi cy .  
 
Peter Lombard, The Sentences ,  Book 1: The Mystery of the Trinity.  
 
Richard Muller ,  Post -Reformation Reformed Dogmatic s ,  Vol.  3.  
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Fran O’Rourke,  “The Triplex Via of Naming God,” The Revi ew o f  Metaphysi cs  60 
(2016): 519-54.  
 
Matthias Joseph Scheeben, Handbook of Cathol i c  Dogmatic s ,  Book Two: Doctrine 
about God or Theology in the Narrower Sense.  
 
Friedrich Schleiermacher ,  The Chris t ian Faith .  
 
Janet Soskice, Naming God:  Addressing the Divine in  Phi losophy,  Theology and Scrip ture .   
 
Baruch Spinoza,  Ethics .  
 
Allan Wolter, Summula Metaphysicae .  
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 Course Objectives Related to ThM* Student Learning Outcomes  
Course:    Divine Attributes    
Professor:  Scott R. Swain  

Campus:  Orlando  

Date:   Winter Term 2026  

 

ThM Student Learning Outcomes 
I n  o r d e r  t o  m e a s u r e  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  ThM cu r r i c u l um ,  RTS  ha s  

d e f i n e d  t h e  f o l l ow i n g  a s  t h e  i n t e n d e d  o u t c om e s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t  
l e a r n i n g  p r o c e s s .   Ea c h  c o u r s e  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e s e  o v e r a l l  

o u t c om e s .  Th i s  r u b r i c  s h ow s  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h i s  c o u r s e  t o  t h e  
ThM ou t c om e s .  

Rubric 
•  Strong  

•  Modera te  

•  Minimal  

•  None  

Mini-
Justification 

Articulation  
 (oral  & 
wri tten)  

Art i cu l a t e s  know led ge ,  bo t h  o ra l  and  
wr i t t en ,  r ega rd in g  ad v anced  b ib l i c a l ,  
t heo l og i c a l ,  and  h i s t o r i c a l  s ch o la r sh ip ,  
d emons t r a t in g  a t t en t i on  t o  d e t a i l s ,  
concep t s ,  me thod s ,  and  f r amework s .  
 

Strong Research paper ,  
presenta t ions  

Primary 
Texts  
 
 

S ign i f i c an t  know led ge  o f ,  a nd  sk i l l s  t o  
engage ,  p r ima ry  t ex t s  w i th in  t he  
s t ud en t ’ s  ch ose n  t r ack  (B ib l e  o r  
t heo l ogy ) .  Th i s  in c lud e s  a  d e mons t r a t ed  
expe r t i s e  in  in t e rp r e t ing  p r im ary  
l an guage s  a s  a pp rop r i a t e  (B ib l e  =  Greek  
and / or  He brew ;  T heo logy  =  o p t ion a l  
p ro f i c i ency  in  a  t heo log i c a l  l a nguage )  
 

Strong Ass igned textbooks ,  
ar t ic le s  

Secondary 
Literature  
 
 

Demonst r a t e s  a  b read th  o f  kn ow led ge  o f  
and  s k i l l  t o  r e sea rch  and  en ga ge  
c r i t i c a l l y  w i th  seco nd ary  l i t e r a t u re  
r e l a t ed  t o  t he  ap pr op r i a t e  d i s c ip l i ne .    
 

Strong Ass igned textbooks ,  
ar t ic le s  

Winsomely  
Reformed 
 

Embrace s  a  w in some ly  Re fo r med  e thos .  
( Inc lud es  a  cha r i t ab l e  en gage ment  w i th  a  
w id e  va r i e t y  o f  v i ews ,  o f  t h os e  bo th  
in s id e  a nd  ou t s id e  t he  Ev ang e l i c a l  and  
Re formed  pe r sp ec t i ve s )  
 

Strong Lectures ,  
presenta t ions ,  
research papers  

 
 
 


