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Course Description:
NT5150 Greek Exegesis, 2 hours 

Lecturing Professor  and Professor of Record: 
Dr. Zachary J. Cole

 By studying the text of selected passages students learn grammatical analysis, apply 
hermeneutical principles, and develop exegetical skills.

Course Objectives:
 •   To understand and responsibly apply key exegetical skills, including Greek syntax, 
textual criticism, word studies, and clausal analysis.
 •   To continue developing the ability to read the Greek New Testament by building 
vocabulary acquisition and doing translation exercises. 
 •   To integrate exegetical skills by producing a significant project of New Testament 
interpretation
 •    To grow in love and appreciation for the depth, beauty, and power of God’s Word.

Required Textbooks:
D. A. Carson, Exegetical Fallacies, 2nd ed. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 1996. 

Andreas J. Köstenberger, Benjamin L. Merkle, and Robert L. Plummer, eds., Going Deeper 
with New Testament Greek: An Intermediate Study of the Grammar and Syntax of the New 
Testament, rev. ed. Nashville, TN: B&H Academic, 2020. 

Andrew D. Naselli, How to Understand and Apply the New Testament: Twelve Steps from Exegesis 
to Theology. Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R, 2017. 

Either: NA28 = Kurt Aland et al., eds., Nestle-Aland, Novum Testamentum Graece, 28th ed. 
Stuttgart: United Bible Society, 2012.

Or: UBS5 = Barbara Aland et al., eds., The Greek New Testament, 5th ed. Stuttgart: United 
Bible Society, 2014.

Recommended Resources:
Frederick Danker, Walter Bauer, William F. Arndt, and F. Wilbur Gingrich, eds., Greek-

C o u r s e  O v e r v i e w
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English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, 3rd ed. 
Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press, 2000. [= BDAG]

Charles E. Hill, “Appendix B: The New Testament Text,” in Michael Kruger, ed., A Biblical-
Theological Introduction to the New Testament: The Gospel Realized. Wheaton, IL: 
Crossway, 2016. 

Bruce M. Metzger, A Textual Commentary on the Greek New Testament, 2nd ed. Stuttgart: 
United Bible Societies, 1994. 

Steven E. Runge, Discourse Grammar of the Greek New Testament: A Practical Introduction for 
Teaching and Exegesis. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 2010.

Daniel B. Wallace, Greek Grammar Beyond the Basics: An Exegetical Syntax of the New Testament. 
Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1996.

Online Student Handbook:
 The Online Student Handbook (can be downloaded here) has been designed to assist 
you in successfully navigating the Distance Education experience, whether you are taking 
a single course or pursuing a certificate or degree program.  In it you will find valuable 
information, step-by-step instructions, study helps, and essential forms to guide you through 
every aspect of your distance education opportunity from registration to graduation.  Please 
use this resource as your first-stop reference manual.  

Summary of Requirements:
1. Complete all Quizzes
2. Provide reasoned responses to five (5) Topical Discussion Questions
3. Participate in Forum Discussions (with other students and the professor)
4. Take Final Examination
5. Submit all Textbook and Paper Exercises
6. Submit Reading Report
7. Submit Mentor Report or Course Application Paper

https://rts.edu/campuses/online/students/
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Lecturing Professor and Professor of Record:

Prior to joining the faculty of RTS Orlando in 2021, Dr. Cole taught for 
five years at a Presbyterian seminary in Belfast, Northern Ireland. Now 
he serves as Associate Professor of New Testament at RTS and teaches 
core classes on Biblical Greek and New Testament.
Dr. Cole developed a passion for biblical languages and theology during 
his undergraduate years, and has since been engaged in academic study 
of the Bible, its origins, and its meaning. His research interests include 
textual criticism, manuscripts, New Testament exegesis in general, and 
Paul’s letters in particular. His doctoral thesis focused on aspects of early 
Christian book culture, and it was published by Brill.

As an ordained minister with years of experience as a pastor, Dr. Cole is particularly concerned 
that his students learn to apply their knowledge and skills in biblical studies to contemporary 
ministry situations. He lives in Oviedo with his wife, Kayla, and their three daughters.

Publications:
Numerals in Early Greek New Testament: Text-Critical, Scribal, and Theological Studies, New 

Testament Tools, Studies, and Documents 53. Leiden: Brill, 2017.

“The Date of Codex Sinaiticus: Revisiting Milne and Skeat’s Numerical Argument.” Journal of 
Theological Studies (forthcoming).

“The Chester Beatty Old Testament Papyri and the Communal Reading of Christian Scripture.” 
TC: A Journal of Biblical Textual Criticism 24 (2019), 1–19.

“Myths about Copyists: The Scribes Who Copied our Earliest Manuscripts.” Pages 132–151 in 
Myths and Mistakes in New Testament Textual Criticism. Edited by Elijah Hixson and Peter J. 
Gurry. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Academic, 2019.

“P45 and the Problem of the Seventy(-two): A Case for the Longer Reading in Luke 10.1–17.” 
New Testament Studies 63.2 (2017), 203–221.

“Coincidence of Numerical Abbreviations in the Western Paulines: Implications for Textual 
Relatedness.” Archiv für Papyrusforschung und verwandte Gebiete 62.2 (2016), 350–360.

“An Unseen Paleographical Problem with Milne and Skeat’s Dictation Theory of Codex 
Sinaiticus.” Journal of Biblical Literature 135.1 (2016), 103–107.

with Elijah Hixson, “A Majuscule Lectionary Manuscript of John’s Gospel at the University of 
Edinburgh.” Expository Times 127.6 (2016), 261–268.

“Evaluating Scribal Freedom and Fidelity: Number-Writing Techniques in Codex 
Washingtonianus.” Bulletin of the American Society of Papyrologists 52 (2015), 225–238

  M e e t  t h e  P r o f e s s o r
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Forum Discussions (15%): 
The student is required to interact in two (2) forums:

1. Student-Professor Posts (15 total posts)
A. Personal Introduction Forum:  The student is required to post a brief personal 

introduction to the professor/class.  Suggested details include your vocation, 
where you live, your church background, why you chose RTS, and what you 
hope to gain through the course (1 required post).

B. 5 Topical Discussion Q&A Forums: The student is required to answer 
each topical discussion question with one (1) response.  The professor will 
acknowledge the student’s answer and will follow up with a subsequent question 
to which the student must also answer with one (1) response.  Each topical 
discussion question, therefore, requires two (2) total posts/responses from the 
student (Total of 5 forums x 2 posts =10 total posts). 

C. Student-Professor Forum: The student is required to post four (4) times in 
this forum.  Posts in this forum should focus on course-related content such 
as research paper topics, lectures and reading assignments, or other academic 
issues related to the course.

2. Student-Student Forum (5 total posts)
A post may be either a new topic or a response to an already existing topic.

Examination (15%):  
 Students will complete an exam that covers the class material. Students are permitted to 
use the provided reference guide during the test, as well as a Greek New Testament. However, 
students cannot use the dictionary if your version of the Greek New Testament includes one. 
Also, you cannot use a reader’s edition of the Greek New Testament. No other helps (textbook, 
workbook, notes, etc.) are allowed. 

Quizzes (15%): 
 Students will complete eight quizzes that cover the lecture material and vocabulary. The 
lowest quiz grade will be dropped. For all quizzes, students are permitted to use the provided 
reference guide during the quiz, but no other helps are allowed.

Reading Affirmations (10%):
 Students will affirm approximately what percentage of the reading assignments they 
have completed. 

•  Read all of Carson.
•  Read chapters 1–7 and 10–15 of Köstenberger, Merkle, and Plummer.
•  Read all of Naselli.
•  Read the whole book of Ephesians in Greek once. 

Exercises (10%): 
 Students will upload their “Practice Exercises” from the end of the chapters in the Going 

G r a d e s
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Deeper textbook. Additionally, students will submit four exegetical exercises. These exercises 
will eventually form a part of the final exegetical paper. They are submitted throughout the 
semester so that the student can receive feedback for improvement prior to the submission of 
the exegetical paper. Workbook exercises will be graded on correctness while exegetical exercises 
will be graded on a complete/incomplete basis. 

Exegetical Papers (30%): 
 Students will complete an exegetical paper on a passage integrating their newly-developed 
exegetical skills.  Students may make select one of the following passages on which to write 
their paper:  

• Romans 5:1–11
• 1 Corinthians 10:1–13
• Ephesians 1:3–14
• Ephesians 4:7–16
• Ephesians 5:15–24
• Philippians 3:1–11
• Colossians 3:1–11
• 1 Thessalonians 1:1–10

Mentor Report OR Course Application Paper (5%): 
 If you are enrolled in an RTS Global degree or certificate program submit a mentor report. 
Every portion of the form (goals, summaries, assessments, and signatures) should be filled out 
completely by both the student and the mentor to receive full credit. You can download the 
Mentor Report form in your Canvas classroom. See specific instructions for this assignment 
in Canvas.
 If you are receiving your degree through another RTS campus (Orlando, Jackson, Charlotte, 
et. al.), or special student (e.g. from another seminary), submit a 250-word summary of how 
you perceive what you have learned in this course will fit into the objectives you have for 
your ministry, your educational  goals, or other objectives you wish to achieve in life. Course 
Application Papers (CAP) that fall well-short of 250 words will receive a grade deduction. See 
specific instructions for this assignment in Canvas.

Assignments:
Best practice for your time management is for you to submit all assignments at the end 

of the week in which they fall, using the upload links provided in the LMS. All work must be 
submitted by midnight of the course end date, per your course start letter. You are responsible 
for turning in all assignments on time; no late submissions are permitted. Any student who 
needs an extension must get approval from the Registrar prior to that time. 

Contact Information:
Reformed Theological Seminary, Global Education
2101 Carmel Road
Charlotte, NC 28226
Campus: (704) 366-4853  -  Toll Free: (800) 227-2013
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L e s s o n s
Week 1
Introduction 

Nominatives & Accusatives

KMP, ch. 2 Exercises Quiz 1

Week 2
Genitives
Text Criticism 1

KMP, ch. 3 Exercises Quiz 2

Week 3
Datives
Text Criticism 2

KMP, ch. 4 Exercises Quiz 3

Week 4
Article 1-2 
Text Criticism 3-4

KMP, ch. 5 Exercises

Text Critical Exercise

Quiz 4

Week 5
Verbs 1 (Mood)
Word study 1

KMP, ch. 6 Exercises Quiz 5

Week 6
Verbs 2 (Voice)
Word study 2

Word Study Exercise None

Week 7
Verbs 3 (Aspect) KMP, ch. 7a Exercises Quiz 6

Week 8
Verbs 4 (Aktionsart) KMP, ch. 7b Exercises

Verbs Exercises

None

Week 9
Participles
Clausal analysis 1

KMP, ch. 10 Exercises Quiz 7

Week 10
Backgrounds
Clausal analysis 2

Clausal Layout Exercise None

Week 11
Infinitives
OT in the NT

KMP, ch. 11 Exercises Quiz 8

Week 12
Exegesis to Exposition Exam
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REFORMED THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
Course Objectives Related to Student Learning Outcomes

Course:       Greek  Exegesis 
Professor:   Dr. Zachary J. Cole

Course Objectives Related to MDiv* Student Learning Outcomes 
 

Course:  Greek Exegesis (NT5125)   
Professor: Zachary Cole   
Campus: Orlando   
Date: Spring 2023  
 
MDiv* Student Learning Outcomes 

In order to measure the success of the MDiv curriculum, RTS has defined the 
following as the intended outcomes of the student learning process. Each course 
contributes to these overall outcomes. This rubric shows the contribution of this 

course to the MDiv outcomes.  
*As the MDiv is the core degree at RTS, the MDiv rubric will be used in this syllabus.   

Rubric 
➢ Strong 
➢ Moderate 
➢ Minimal 
➢ None 

Mini-Justification 

Articulation  
 (oral & 
written) 

Broadly understands and articulates knowledge, both oral 
and written, of essential biblical, theological, historical, and 
cultural/global information, including details, concepts, and 
frameworks. Also includes ability to preach and teach the 
meaning of Scripture to both heart and mind with clarity 
and enthusiasm. 

 
Strong 

Exegetical paper assesses student’s ability to 
articulate biblical and theological information in 
written form, serving as a basis for preaching and 
teaching. 
 

Scripture 
 
 

Significant knowledge of the original meaning of Scripture.  
Also, the concepts for and skill to research further into the 
original meaning of Scripture and to apply Scripture to a 
variety of modern circumstances. (Includes appropriate use 
of original languages and hermeneutics; and integrates 
theological, historical, and cultural/global perspectives.) 

 
Strong 

Every assignment in this class is designed to 
increase and/or assess student knowledge of the 
original meaning of Scripture, focusing on the 
original language of the New Testament 

Reformed 
Theology 
 
 

Significant knowledge of Reformed theology and practice, 
with emphasis on the Westminster Standards.   

 
None 

 

Sanctification 
 
 

Demonstrates a love for the Triune God that aids the 
student’s sanctification. 

 
Minimal 

The course content fosters the discipline reading 
of God’s Word daily and carefully 
 

Worldview  
 

Burning desire to conform all of life to the Word of God. 
Includes ability to interact within a denominational context, 
within the broader worldwide church, and with significant 
public issues. 

 
None 

 

Winsomely 
Reformed 
 

Embraces a winsomely Reformed ethos. (Includes an 
appropriate ecumenical spirit with other Christians, 
especially Evangelicals; a concern to present the Gospel in a 
God-honoring manner to non-Christians; and a truth-in-love 
attitude in disagreements.) 

 
Minimal 

Reformed views of certain passages will be 
considered where relevant.  

Pastoral 
Ministry 

Ability to minister the Word of God to hearts and lives of 
both churched and unchurched, to include preaching, 
teaching, leading in worship, leading and shepherding the 
local congregation, aiding in spiritual maturity, concern for 
non-Christians. 

 
Strong 

Every lecture and assignment will seek to 
prepare students to minister the Word of God 
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