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Course Description:
PT5940 Integrative Thesis, 3 hours
Professor of Record:
Dr.Greg R. Lanier

The written thesis provides the student with a means to demonstrate academic skill
in interdisciplinary theological studies and to contribute to that body of knowledge. In the
thesis, a 75-page monograph, the student will show mastery of the skills of comprehension
and evaluation. The thesis is a demonstration that the student is able to analyze, synthesize
and apply interdisciplinary theological research, including chapters on relevant church history,
systematic theology and biblical studies. In addition, the student’s thesis should show how his
research makes a contribution to theological literature and the ministry of the church

Course Objectives:

Upon completing the course, students will know the following:
How to craft a thesis topic as a propositional statement
How to write a preliminary annotated bibliography
How to use a theological library
How to apply theological disciplines to the research topic
How to collaborate on theological research with a professor
How to apply Turabian style of research formatting

Required Textbooks:
Booth, Wayne C., Gregory G. Colomb, and Joseph M. Williams. The Craft of Research. 2d ed.
Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2015.

Frame, John M. The Doctrine of the Knowledge of God. 1989. Phillipsburg: P and R Publishing.

Turabian, Kate L. 1996. A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations. 6th ed.
Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Vyhmeister, Nancy Jean. Quality Research Papers: For Students of Religion and Theology. Grand
Rapids: Zondervan, 2001.

[These books may also be available in ebook format through various retailers|
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Online Student Handbook:

The Online Student Handbook (can be downloaded here) has been designed to assist you in
successfully navigating the Distance Education experience, whether you are taking a single
course or pursuing a certificate or degree program. In it you will find valuable information,
step-by-step instructions, study helps, and essential forms to guide you through every aspect
of your distance education opportunity from registration to graduation. Please use this
resource as your first-stop reference manual.

Summary of Requirements:

Submit Big Four (40%)
One-Sentence Thesis Statement (10%)
One-paragraph Summary (10%)
Two-Page Thesis Outline (10%)
Annotated Bibliography (10%)

Submit Thesis Draft (40%)

Submit Revised Draft (10%)

Complete Mentor Report (10%)
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i Meet the Professor

Professor of Record:

— Dr. Greg Lanier joined the faculty of RTS Orlando in 2016 and teaches
courses related to New Testament exegesis and interpretation, Greek,
and preaching. He is also an Associate Pastor (part-time) at River Oaks
Church and is ordained in the PCA. He lives in Oviedo with his wife,
Kate, who is an optometrist, and their three daughters. Before moving
& to Florida, the Laniers lived in Cambridge, England, where Greg
- finished his doctorate; while in England, they were actively involved in
an evangelical Anglican church.

Prior to their overseas sojourn, Greg and his family lived in Charlotte,
NC, where he attended RTS Charlotte, served as teaching assistant to Dr. John Oliver (now
retired), and served as a pastoral intern at Uptown Church PCA under Dr. Michael Kruger
(campus president at RTS Charlotte). Before discerning the Lord’s calling into pastoral and
academic ministry, Greg worked in various professional roles in Charlotte, Birmingham, and
Atlanta, ranging from management consulting to private equity investing.

His research interests include the Synoptic Gospels, canon and textual criticism, the use of the
OT in the NT, the Pauline epistles, and the Septuagint. He also serves on the editorial board
of the Journal of Biblical and Theological Studies, and he maintains a blog.

Publications:
Old Made New: A Guide to the New Testament Use of the Old Testament. Wheaton: Crossway, 2022.

The Septuagint: What It Is, and Why It Matters (with William A. Ross). Wheaton: Crossway, 2021.

Corpus Christologicum: Texts and Translations for the Study of Jewish Messianism and Early Christology.
Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 2021.

Studies on the Intersection of Text, Paratext, and Reception: A Festschrift in Honor of Charles E. Hill
(with Nicholas Reid). Texts and Editions for New Testament Studies 15. Leiden: Brill,
2021.

Is Jesus Truly God? How the Bible Teaches the Divinity of Christ. Wheaton: Crossway, 2020.

A Book-by-Book Guideto Septuagint Vocabulary (with William A. Ross). Peabody, MA: Hendrickson,
2019.

How We Got the Bible: Old and New Testament Canon and Text. Christian Pocket Guides. Fearn,
Ross-shire: Christian Focus, 2018.

Septuaginta: A Reader’s Edition (with William A. Ross). Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 2018.

Old Testament Conceptual Metaphors and the Christology of Luke’s Gospel. Library of New Testament
Studies 591. London: T&T Clark, 2018.
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Mentor Report (10%):

Ifyou are enrolled in an RTS Global degree or certificate program submit a mentor report.
Every portion of the form (goals, summaries, assessments, and signatures) should be filled out
completely by both the student and the mentor to receive full credit. You can download the
Mentor Report form in your Canvas classroom. See specific instructions for this assignment
in Canvas.

Assignments:

Best practice for your time management is for you to submit all assignments at the end
of the week in which they fall, using the upload links provided in the LMS. All work must be
submitted by midnight of the course end date, per your course start letter. You are responsible
for turning in all assignments on time; no late submissions are permitted. Any student who
needs an extension must get approval from the Registrar prior to that time.

Contact Information:
Reformed Theological Seminary, Global Education
2101 Carmel Road
Charlotte, NC 28226
Campus: (704) 366-4853
Toll Free: (800) 227-2013
E-mail: dess@rts.edu
Web site: rts.edu/campuses/online/
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Course Outline

Integrative Thesis is a four-month course that is driven by a rather tight schedule. Please
remember thatit’s yourresponsibility to follow the timetable. The order of steps we’ve presented
for this course are recommended steps, based on what has worked well for other students in
the past. However, every student’s thesis and the developmental steps for creating the thesis
are different. If at any time, you need additional help, please contact RTS Distance Education
Student Services at dess@rts.edu.

During the first month, you will participate in what we call a “stumbling block” simulation.
It’s designed to answer any questions or concerns you might have regarding the development
of your thesis. It will also provide helpful advice and tips for identifying and overcoming
potential stumbling blocks you might encounter. Between reading assignments and quizzes,
you’ll start working on composing the Big Four--that’s the thesis statement, paragraph, outline,
and bibliography. Here is a more detailed breakdown of the activities you’ll complete in.

Month One:
Week(s) |Day(s) Activities
Week 1 |Day 1 View Introduction Simulation
Week 1 |Day 1 View Confidence Simulation 1
Week 1 |Day 1 View Stumbling Blocks Simulation

Week 1 | Days 2-3 View Big Four Part 1 Simulation

Week 1 [ Days 4-5 View Big Four Part 1 Simulation and Complete Frame
Reading and Quiz

Week 2 [Day 6 View Big Four Part 1 Simulation and Complete
Vyhmeister Reading and Quiz

Week 2 | Days 6-10 | View Big Four Part 2 Simulation and Work on Thesis
Statement and Paragraph

Week 3 | Day 11 View Big Four Part 2 Simulation and Complete Booth
Reading and Quiz

Week 3 [Days 11-15 | View Big Four Part 2 Simulation and Work on Thesis
Outline

Week 4 | Day 16 View Big Four Part 2 Simulation and Complete Turabian
Reading and Quiz

Week 4 Days 16-20 | View Big Four Part 2 Simulation and Work on
Annotated Bibliography

Week 4 | Day 20 View Big Four Part 3 Simulation and Submit Big Four
for Faculty Review
Week 4 | Day 20 View Confidence Simulation 2
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During the second month, you’ll refine the work you’ve done on the Big Four. It’s also
during this time that a Faculty Advisor will be assigned to you. The two of you will be able
to discuss in great detail the direction of your thesis. This is a great time to learn from the
knowledge and experience of your Faculty Advisor. Here is a more detailed breakdown of the
activities you’ll complete in Month Two.

Month Two:
Week(s) Day(s) Activities
Week 1 Days 21-25 | Check Big Four Forum for Posts and Receive Faculty
Advisor Assignment
Week 1 Day 25 Schedule Phone Call 1 with Faculty Advisor

Week 2 Days 26-30 [ Discuss Big Four Revisions with Faculty Advisor
During Phone Call 1

Week 2 Day 30 Log Phone Conversation in Forum

Week 3 Days 31-35 | Make Further Revisions to Big Four

Week 3 Day 35 Schedule Phone Call 2 with Faculty Advisor

Week 4 Days 36-40 | Discuss Big Four Revisions with Faculty Advisor
During Phone Call 2

Week 4 Day 40 Log Phone Conversation in Forum

Week 4 Day 40 View Confidence Simulation 3

By the time you complete the third month, you will be well on your way toward finishing
arough draft of your thesis. During this time, again between reading assignments, activities,
and quizzes, you’ll participate in phone calls and forum posts with your Faculty Advisor to
make sure that your writing and research is on par with the level of work we expect from all
our students. During the third month, you’ll also get to experience another simulation to
help you craft the right tone and tenor for your paper. Here is a more detailed breakdown of
the activities you’ll complete in Month Three.

Month Three:
Week(s) Day(s) Activities

Week 1 Days 41 View Tone and Tenor Simulation

Week 1-3 | Day41-55 | View Rough Draft Simulation and Work on Creating
Thesis Rough Draft

Week 3 Days 55 View Confidence Simulation 4

Week 3 Day 55 Schedule Phone Call 3 with Faculty Advisor/Submit
Thesis Rough Draft for Review

Week 4 Days 56-60 |Discuss Thesis Rough Draft Revisions with Faculty
Advisor During Phone Call 3

Week 4 Day 60 Log Phone Conversation in Forum
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Your fourth month will be busy. You’ll work with your Faculty Advisor to refine any
areas of your thesis that need refining. You’ll most likely have your ideas well outlined, your
arguments properly researched, and a good portion of your wording down pat. Much of this
time will be spent putting the final touches on your paper and focusing on formatting it.

Here is a more detailed breakdown of the activities you’ll complete in Month Four.

Month Four:
Week(s) Day(s) Activities

Week 1-2 | Days 61-70 | Work on Revisions to Thesis Paper

Week 3 Day 71 Schedule Phone Call 4 with Faculty Advisor and
Submit Thesis Final Draft for Review

Week 3-4 | Days 71-80 [ Discuss Thesis Final Draft with Faculty Advisor
During Phone Call 4 to Wrap Up Course

Week 4 Day 80 Log Phone Conversation in Forum

Week 4 Days 75-80 [ Student and Mentor Fill Out Mentor Report Form

Week 4 Day 80 Student Views Conclusion Simulation

Week 4 Day 80 Student Fills Out and Submits Course Evaluation
Form

Week 4 Day 80 Submit Revised Thesis Rough Draft to Distance
Librarian for Final Format Check

Week 4 Day 80 Make Changes Suggested by Distance Librarian

Week 4 Day 80 Submit Final Draft
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Course:

‘ "THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Course Objectives Related to MAR Student Learning Outcomes

Integrative Thesis, 0CE751

Professor: James Anderson

understanding into one’s own calling in society

MAR Student Learning Outcomes Rubric Mini-Justification
In order to measure the success of the MAR curriculum, RTS has » Strong
defined the following as the intended outcomes of the student learning » Moderate
process. Each course contributes to these overall outcomes. This »  Minimal
rubric shows the contribution of this course to the MAR outcomes. » None
Articulation Broadly understands and articulates knowledge,
(oral & both oral and written, of essential biblical, -Required chapters are historical,
written) theological, historical, and cultural/global Stron theological, biblical and practical
information, including details, concepts, and 9 -Literature review gives academic
frameworks. context of proposition statement
Scripture Significant knowledge of the original meaning
of Scripture. Also, the concepts for and skill o -
to research further into the original meaning of -The5|s.|nclude2 cgabpt?r O”Itb'bl'cal
Scripture and to apply Scripture to a variety of Stron :g?/?si?s as guided by facully
modern circumstances. (Includes appropriate g Textual and ibrary research at the
use of original languages and hermeneutics; and graduate-level
integrates theological, historical, and cultural/global
perspectives.)
Reformed o -Reference to standards and
Theology Significant knowledge of Reformed theology tradition in consideration of need
and practice, with emphasis on the Westminster Moderate and next steps for progress
Standards. -Highlights of Reformed theology
Sanciificati included in that chapter
anctilication | nemonstrates a love for the Triune God that aids Minimal -Important exercise in God’s truth
the student’s sanctification. at a very detailed level
\Iljvisrlll;iev::\;l Burning desire to conform all of life to the Word of Moderate -Establishment of the pillars of truth
God. for larger and applied issues
Winsomely Embraces a winsomely Reformed ethos. (Includes -Tone and tenor s positive in
Reformed/ an appropriate ecumenical spirit with other theological writing
Evangelistic Christians, especially Evangelicals; a concern to Moderate -Tutorial for “How to Write a Thesis”
present the Gospel in a God-honoring manner moves through instruction and
to non-Christians; and a truth-in-love attitude in examples by Professor John Frame
disagreements.)
Teach -Thesis proposition statement must
o . . be clear and concise
ﬁb"'rtty to dtea.cz th?thm?ar.‘t'”g °(‘; Scz'r‘]’t” re o both Strong _Annotated bibliography is part of ‘Big
eart and mind with clarity and entnusiasm. Four” to recruit faculty advisor
Church/World -Official work with the global
Ability to interact within a denominational context, Cghma";g'gnoé:zstci’l‘;?'tzzlosl‘gg?'ars
wlth[? thetbroslc_ier worldwide church, and with Strong makes an explicit application fo
significant public issues. civic iSsUBs
MAR Specific An ability to integrate such knowledge and “Interdisciplinary capstone for the
SLO Strong degree

-Application explored start to finish
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