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January 2024

H Y B R I D  C O U R S E  S Y L L A BU S  



PROFE S S OR’S  C ONTA C T INFORMA TION 
NAME :  Joshua Bruce, Ph.D. 

EMAIL :  Joshua.m.bruce@gmail .com 

C OU R S E  DA TE S  
COURSE DATES: November 27 - February 12 
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IN CLASS DATES:  January 8 - January 12 

COURSE COMPLETION DATE:   February 12 
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C OU R S E  OVE RVI E W  

DESCRIPTION: 
This two-credit course offers an introduction to Dante’s Commedia  and focuses on 
careful readings of  the three works (Inf er no,  Pur gator io,  Paradiso)  that together 
comprise this inf luential  theological and l i terary text.  Special  attention wil l  be paid 
in the lectures and discussions to the cultural ,  l i terary,  and theological context(s) 
of  the Divine Comedy and the application of  the text’s ideas, categories,  and 
arguments to contemporary ministr y contexts.  

GOALS: 
The students wil l  g row in their abil i ty to 

• analyze an important theological text’s ideas and debates in its historical ,  
l i terary,  and cultural contexts;   

• understand the medieval theological arguments and assumptions during the 
t ime of  Dante; 

• appreciate the interplay between history, l i terature, and theology in one 
important period in the l ife of  the Christ ian Church  

• Apply the wisdom of  the Christ ian tradit ion to modern ministr y contexts 

COURSE DETAILS   

1. GRADING SCHEDULE AND LATE ASSIGNMENTS. 
Assignments wil l  consist of  readings, discussion posts,  readings briefs,  and a f inal 
paper. Late work wil l  be penalized 1 letter g rade per day, unless prior permission 
for late submission was granted. Students wil l  have 5 days to submit late work with 
penalt ies.  

The published RTS grading scale is used in this course. See the Catalog, page 47. 

2. ATTENDANCE.  

Attendance and prepared participation is required. If  class is not attended, the 
student’s final grade will be affected. 

3. SPECIAL NEEDS.  

In order to ensure full class participation, any student with a disabling condition 
requiring special accommodations (e.g. tape recorders, special adaptive equipment) is 
strongly encouraged to contact the instructor before the beginning of  the course.   
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4. ACADEMIC HONESTY (QUOTED AND ADAPTED FROM DR. 
TIMOTHY PHILLIPS OF WHEATON COLLEGE AND DR. MICHAEL 
ALLEN OF REFORMED THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY). 

The assignments are designed to extend and deepen your comprehension and 
appreciation of  Christian theology and to increase your facility with theological 
method. The processes of  defining a topic, researching the results of  others' studies, 
critiquing those studies, and organizing your conclusions in a clear and cogent 
presentation provides valuable skills for your various leadership ministries. The use 
of  sources is an essential step in appropriating the learning of  the Church's tradition 
in its relationship to cultures to help us understand and faithfully practice Scripture. 

Using information obtained from a source without indicating it (whether by 
footnote, parentheses, or bibliography or some other appropriate reference, 
depending on the type of  assignment) is plagiarism (intellectual thievery and lying). 
This applies to any information that you gain from someone that is not “common 
knowledge.” It does not apply only to exact quotations or precise verbal allusions. 
Altering the wording does not remove the obligation to acknowledge the source. 

Cheating is the presentation of  someone else’s work, which the student ought to 
have done personally. This includes submitting answers to test questions derived by 
some means other than that intended by the instructor. It also includes turning in 
written assignments composed in whole or in part by someone else. 

5. DISCLAIMER.  

This syllabus is intended to ref lect accurately the learning objectives, instructional 
format and other information necessary for students to appraise the course. 
However, the instructor reserves the right to modify any portion of  this syllabus as 
may become necessary.   

6. SUPPORT. 
Canvas al lows you to interact with Dr. Bruce via the Inbox function.  

Canvas also al lows for interaction with classmates. You can interact with 
classmates via the Student to Student forum or Conferences. 
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C OU R S E  R E QU I R E ME N TS  

READING 
The following books are required: 

1. Dante, Inf er no  (trans. Mark Musa; Penguin Classics Series;  New York, NY: 
Penguin Group (USA) Inc. ,  1971) ISBN # 978-0-14-243722-3  

2. Dante, Pur gator io (trans. Mark Musa; Penguin Classics Series;  New York, NY: 
Penguin Group (USA) Inc. ,  1985) ISBN # 978-0-14-044442-1  

3. Dante, Paradiso (trans. Mark Musa; Penguin Classics Series;  New York, NY: 
Penguin Group (USA) Inc. ,  1986) ISBN # 978-0-14-044443-8  

There are many good translations of  the Divine Comedy but students are 
encouraged to purchase and read the above translations. Students should bring the ir  
copies  o f  the texts to the hybrid week of  l e c tur es.   

READING BRIEFS (25% OF FINAL GRADE) 
Students wil l  brief  each week’s reading. The purpose of  the brief  is to summarize 
the thesis,  outl ine, and argument of  that week’s selection from Dante’s Divine 
Comedy, as well  as to state one’s own analysis of  it  ( in the form of  questions, 
confirmations, objections, etc.) .  Briefs may include quotations from various points 
in the text (so long as page numbers are referenced).  Briefs should be no more 
than 350 words. 

They wil l  be submitted on the discussion board. Students should also br ing the ir  br ie f s  
(e i ther hard copies  or downloaded PDFs) to the hybrid week of  c lass l e c tur es .  

DISCUSSION POSTS AND REPLIES (25% OF FINAL GRADE)  

Students will post a common place ref lection from that week’s reading each week. 
The post may be a single paragraph, including a quote or paraphrase, that ref lects on 
something of  significance to the student. The student will then respond to a follow 
up question. 

FINAL PAPERS (50% OF FINAL GRADE)  
Students wil l  write an essay which analyzes a specif ic theme found in al l  three 
books of  the Divine Comedy (Inf er no,  Pur gator io,  and Paradiso) .   The paper wil l  show 
clear understanding of  Dante’s context,  arguments,  aims, presupposit ions, evidence 
and implications. Fur ther,  the essay wil l  address ways in which this theme relates 
to and applies to contemporary ministr y.  Papers should be 1500 to 2000 words 
long.  

All  papers are to be uploaded to Canvas by February 12th. 

Final papers wil l  be docked for poor grammar and style.  Edit careful ly.  Read 
and re-read what you have written. Do not go over the word l imit for any 
written assignments.  
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C OU R S E  S C HE D U L E  

INITIAL ONLINE SCHEDULE 
Week of  November 27th 

• Reading Topic:  Dante’s Inf er no (Par t 1)  
• To be read: Dante, Inf er no,  Cantos 1-17  
• Brief:  Cantos 1-17 of  Inf er no  
• Discussion Post:  Personal Introduction & Reply 

Week of  December 4th  
• Reading Topic:  Dante’s Inf er no (Par t 2)  
• To be read: Dante, Inf er no,  Cantos 18-34 
• Brief:  Cantos 18-34 of  Inf er no  
• Discussion Post & Reply 

Week of  December 11th  
• Reading Topic:  Dante’s Pur gator io (Par t 1)  
• To be read: Dante, Pur gator io,  Cantos 1-17 
• Brief:  Cantos 1-17 of  Pur gator io  
• Discussion Post & Reply 

Week of  December 18th  
• Reading Topic:  Dante’s Pur gator io (Par t 2)  
• To be read: Dante, Pur gator io,  Cantos 18-33  
• Brief:  Cantos 18-33 of  Pur gator io  
• Discussion Post & Reply 

Week of  December 25th 
• Reading Topic:  Dante’s Paradiso (Par t 1)  
• To be read: Dante, Paradiso,  Cantos 1-17 
• Brief:  Cantos 1-17 of  Paradiso  
• Discussion Post & Reply 

Week of  January 1st 
• Reading Topic:  Dante’s Paradiso (Par t 2)  
• To be read: Dante, Paradiso,  Cantos 18-33  
• Brief:  Cantos 18-33 of  Paradiso  
• Discussion Post & Reply 
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HYBRID WEEK SCHEDULE 
Class meets January 8th through January 12th from 6:00-9:00 p.m. on Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday and from 6:00-8:00 p.m. on Tuesday and Thursday. We wil l  
take short breaks roughly every hour.  

Monday, January 8th 

Topic: Introduction to Dante and the Divine Comedy  

Tuesday, January 9th 

Topic: Dante’s Inf er no  

Wednesday, January 10th  

	 Topic: Dante’s Pur gator io  
Thursday, January 11th  

Topic: Dante’s Paradiso  
Friday, January 12th  

Topic: Concluding Thoughts on Dante and Discussion of  Final Paper  

CONCLUDING ONLINE SCHEDULE 
February 12  

	 Ref lection Paper Due on Dante’s Divine Comedy  

FU RTHE R RE A D ING 
The focus of  this class wil l  be on Dante’s Divine Comedy. During the lectures and 
in lecture notes/outl ines distr ibuted to students during the lectures,  other primary 
and secondary sources wil l  be recommended as supplemental readings. These wil l  
include biographies of  Dante and analyses of  his l ife and work, other writ ings of  
Dante’s ( including his letters) and texts on the city of  Florence and the medieval 
period more broadly.   
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Course Objectives Related to MDiv* Student Learning Outcomes 

Course: 	 HT6326-01 

Professor:	 Bruce 

Campus:	  Orlando 

Date:	 	 Winter 2024  

MDiv* Student Learning Outcomes 
In  order  to  measure  the  success  o f  the  MDiv  

cur r i cu lum,  RTS  has  def ined  the  fo l lowing  as  the  
intended  outcomes  o f  the  student  learn ing  process .   
Each  course  contr ibutes  to  these  overa l l  outcomes .  

Th i s  rubr i c  shows  the  contr ibut ion  o f  th i s  course  to  the  
MDiv  outcomes .  

 * A s  t h e  M D i v  i s  t h e  c o r e  d e g r e e  a t  RT S ,  t h e  M D i v  r u b r i c  w i l l  
b e  u s e d  i n  t h i s  sy l l a b u s .

Rubric 
➢ Stron

g  

➢ Mode
rate  

➢ Mini
mal  

Mini-Justification

Articulation  

 (oral  & 
written)

Broad ly  understands  and  
ar t i cu lates  knowledge ,  both  ora l  
and  wr i tten ,  o f  essent ia l  b ib l i ca l ,  
theo log ica l ,  h i stor i ca l ,  and  
cu l tura l /g loba l  in format ion ,  
inc lud ing  deta i l s ,  concepts ,  and  

Strong Reading briefs  and 
f inal  paper test  abi l i ty  
to communicate in 
written form. 

Scripture S ign i f i cant  knowledge  of  the  
or ig ina l  mean ing  o f  Scr ipture .   
A l so,  the  concepts  for  and  sk i l l  to  
research  fur ther  into  the  or ig ina l  
mean ing  o f  Scr ipture  and  to  app ly  
Scr ipture  to  a  var iety  o f  modern  
c i rcumstances .  ( Inc ludes  
appropr iate  use  o f  or ig ina l  
l anguages  and  hermeneut ics ;  and  
integrates  theo log ica l ,  h i stor i ca l ,  

Strong Lectures and readings 
focus upon bibl ical  
exegesis  as shaping the 
history of  Christ ian 
thought in i ts  various 
l i terary genres.

Reformed 
Theology 

S ign i f i cant  knowledge  of  Reformed 
theo logy  and  pract i ce ,  w i th  
emphas i s  on  the  Westminster  
S tandards .   

Moderate Historical  analysis  of  
one important 
precursor to the 
Reformed church 
frequently turns to 
note occasions of  later Sanctif ication Demonstrates  a  love  for  the  Tr iune  

God  that  a ids  the  student ’s  
sanct i f i cat ion .

Strong Reading of  a c lassic  
theological  text  with 
strong tr initar ian 
organization and 
themes
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Desire for 
Worldview 

Burn ing  des i re  to  conform a l l  o f  
l i fe  to  the  Word  of  God.

Strong Readings,  lectures,  and 
f inal  paper address the 
construction of  
principles and a moral  
imagination that is  
conformed to Holy 
Scripture as i ts  f inal  
authority and informed 
by the Christ ian 
witness of  the past.Winsomely 

Reformed 
Embraces  a  winsomely  Reformed 
ethos .  ( Inc ludes  an  appropr iate  
ecumenica l  sp i r i t  w i th  other  
Chr i st ians ,  espec ia l l y  Evange l i ca l s ;  
a  concern  to  present  the  Gospe l  in  
a  God-honor ing  manner  to  non-
Chr i st ians ;  and  a  t ruth- in - love  
att i tude  in  d i sagreements . )

Strong Readings and lectures 
address issues from a 
period before the 
Protestant 
Reformation.

Preach Abi l i ty  to  preach  and  teach  the  
mean ing  o f  Scr ipture  to  both  
heart  and  mind  wi th  c la r i ty  and  
enthus iasm.

Minimal Readings and lectures 
address medieval  
Christ ian al legorical  
methods of  
interpretation and 
preaching.Worship Knowledgeab le  o f  h i stor i c  and  

modern  Chr i st ian-worsh ip  forms;  
and  ab i l i ty  to  const ruct  and  sk i l l  
to  lead  a  worsh ip  ser v ice .

None N/A

Shepherd Abi l i ty  to  shepherd  the  loca l  
congregat ion :  a id ing  in  sp i r i tua l  
matur i ty ;  promot ing  use  o f  g i f t s  
and  ca l l ings ;  and  encourag ing  a  
concern  for  non-Chr i st ians ,  both  
in  Amer ica  and  wor ldwide .

Moderate Readings,  lectures,  and 
f inal  paper address 
issues which inform 
pastoral  counsel

Church/World Abi l i ty  to  interact  wi th in  a  
denominat iona l  contex t ,  w i th in  
the  broader  wor ldwide  church ,  
and  wi th  s ign i f i cant  pub l i c  i s sues .

Moderate Final  paper engages 
major publ ic  issues 
facing church and 
world in the medieval  
centuries.
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