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P R OF E S S O R ’ S  C ONTAC T I NF OR M ATION  

:  Chuck Colson, Ph.D.  

:  ccolson@rts.edu 

:  202.316.2106 

C OU R S E  D ATE S  

 August 23 —  December 12, 2023  

 December 12, 2023

C OU R S E  OV E R V I E W  

DESCRIPTION: 

The purpose of this course is to provide students  with the bibl ical foundations for 
worship. This course wil l  convince students that gathered worship is legit imate, 
necessary, important,  and should be conducted bibl ical ly in both form and 
content.  In addit ion, the course wil l  address the crucial matters of music,  
congregational  s inging, contextualization, “worship styles,” and more. The goal is 
to prepare students to be biblical worshippers, to help others be biblical 
worshippers, and to be effective leader s in worship.  

GOALS : 

• To understand the theological  principles that inform worship services in the 
Reformed tradition, especial ly with relation to the Westminster Standards;  
 

• To grasp the dynamics that undergird true spiri tual  worship;  
 

• To reflect upon the  relationship between l i turgical order, pastoral 
leadership,  and spiritual worship;  

 

• To engage cri tical ly  with worship services in evaluation of their form, 
content,  and execution;  

 

• To gain faci l ity  in crafting worship services that edify a  congregation by  
ushering them into communion with God through the means of grace.  
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COURSE  DETAILS    

1. GRADING SCHEDULE .   

Late work wil l  be penalized 1 letter grade per day, unless prior permission for late 
submission was granted.  

The published RTS grading scale is used in this course. See the Catalog,  page 47.  

2. ATTENDANCE AND LATE ASSIGNMENTS.   

Attendance and prepared participation is required. If class is  not attended,  the 
student’s final grade wil l  be affected. Late assignments are reduced 1 letter grade 
per day.   

3. SPECIAL NEEDS.   

In order to ensure ful l  class partic ipat ion, any student with a disabling condit ion 
requiring special accommodations (e.g. tape recorders, special adaptive equipment) 
is strongly encouraged to contact the instructor before  the beginning of the 
course.    

4. ACADEMIC HONESTY (QUOTED AND ADAPTED FROM DR.  

TIMOTHY PHILLIPS OF WHEATON COLLEGE). 

The assignments are designed to extend and deepen your comprehension and 
appreciation of Christian theology and to increase your facil i ty wi th theological 
method. The processes of defining a topic , researching the results of others '  
studies,  cri tiquing those studies, and organizing your conclusions in a  clear and 
cogent presentation provides valuable skil ls  for your various leadership ministr i es. 
The use of sources is an essentia l step in appropriating the learning of the 
Church's tradition in its relationship to cultures to help us understand and 
faithfully practice Scripture.  

Using information obtained from a source without indicating i t (whe ther by 
footnote,  parentheses, or bibliography or some other appropriate reference, 
depending on the type of assignment) is plagiarism ( inte llectual thievery and lying). 
This appl ies to any information that you gain from someone that is not “common 
knowledge.” It  does not apply only to exact quotations or precise verbal al lusions.  
Altering the wording does not remove the obligation to acknowledge the source.  

Cheating is the presentat ion of someone else’s work, which the student ought to 
have done personally .  This includes submitting answers to test  questions derived 
by some means other than that intended by the instructor. It also includes turning 
in written assignments composed in whole or in part by someone else.  
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Cheating or plagiarism results in the immed iate fai lure of the entire course. 
Further disciplinary action may be taken as well .  

5. DISCLAIMER .   

This syl labus is intended to reflect accurately the learning objectives, instructional 
format and other information necessary for students to appraise the cou rse. 
However, the instructor reserves the right to modify any portion of this syl labus as 
may become necessary.   

6. SUPPORT: 

Canvas al lows you to interact with Dr.  Colson via  the Inbox function.  

Canvas also al lows for interaction with classmates. You can in teract with 
classmates via  the Student to Student forum or Conferences.  

See FAQ on the Home Page or at Modules > Course Resources for instructions on various Canvas 
features. 

C OU R S E  R E QU I R E M E NTS  

READING  

Theology is an activity done largely through the proc ess of good reading.  Read 
carefully.  Read chari tably.  Read with others. Read with the expectation that you 
wil l  learn from others , even when you disagree with their main point. Read even 
when a text is dense and difficult,  for you wil l  learn perseverance a nd fort itude 
here.  Read that which seems tri te and obvious, asking how others might object or 
crit icize. Most importantly,  read because God was wi l l ing to reveal himself in 
written words, and because we can best witness to God’s grace with corresponding 
words.  Read because words matter in God’s economy of grace.  

 

The following books are required:  

 

Don Carson, ed.,  Worship by the Book  (Zondervan:  Grand Rapids, 2002), 11 -63, 193- 

248.  

Oscar Cullmann, Early Christ ian Worship  (Westminster Press: Philadelphia , 1953),  

7-36.   

Larry Hurtado, At the  Origins of  Chris t ian Worship (Eerdmans: Grand Rapids, 1999).  

Hughes Oliphant Old, Worship : Reformed according to Scrip ture (Westminster John  

Knox Press: Louisvil le,  2002).  



5 | 0 2 P T 5 3 0 0  |  C o l s o n  |  F a l l  2 0 2 3  

James Torrance,  Worship, Communi ty ,  and the Triune Grace of  God (IVP: Downers  

Grove, 1996), 13-67.  

Psalms (to be read through twice on a dai ly  seven -week cycle)  

Trinity Hymnal  (Great Commission Publicat ions: Phi ladelphia,  1990).  

 

The following books are not required but are good resources to be aware of:  

 

The Hymnal 1982 

Worship Resource  Book  

Book of Common Worsh ip (1946)  

Book of Common Worsh ip (1993)  

Book of Common Prayer  (1662)  

Book of Common Prayer  (1979)  

Bard Thompson, ed.,  Liturgie s of  the  Western Church (Fortress: Phi ladelphia, 1961).  

Jonathan Gibson and Mark Earngey, eds. ,  Reformation Worship:  Liturgi es from the Past   

for the Present (New Growth Press:  Greensboro, 2018).  

Mark Dever and Sinclair Ferguson, eds. ,  The Westminster Direc tory  of  Publ ic Worship  

(Christian Heritage: Fearn,  2008).  

Hughes Oliphant Old, Leading in  Prayer :  A Workbook for  Worsh ip (Eerdmans:  Grand  

Rapids, 1995).  

Terry Johnson, ed.,  Leading in Worship (The Covenant Foundation: Oakridge, 1996) .  

READING BRIEFS (10%) 

Students wil l  brief  one chapter from each week’s reading (as specified by the 
instructor).  The purpose of the brief is  to summarize the thesis ,  outl ine, and 
argument of that chapter, as wel l as to state one’s own analysis  of it (in the form 
of questions,  confirmations,  objections,  etc.) .  Briefs may include quotations from 
various points in the chapter (so long as page numbers are referenced).  Briefs 
should be no more than 350 words.  

PARTICIPATION (5%) 

Attendance in c lass is expec ted. Please contact me if you wi l l  be forced to miss 
class for unforeseeable reasons. During c lass, students are expected to participate 
by attentively l istening, and contributing to discussions. Throughout the course,  
students wil l  be required to construct various l iturgical components  and sequences . 
The complet ion of these assignments wil l  be part of the participation grade.    



6 | 0 2 P T 5 3 0 0  |  C o l s o n  |  F a l l  2 0 2 3  

PSALM ANATOMIES (15%) 

The Psalms are the prayer book of the Bible that provides a  full  diet of private and 
corporate prayers to God. To lead worship effectively, l i turgists  benefit  from 
learning to inhabit  the spir ituality  of the Psalms. This assignment is  designed to 
introduce you to the Psalms and, hopefully , guide you into a l i fe long engagement.  
Students wil l  choose one psalm per assignment from the options below and 
compose a brief.  Each brief wil l  have two sections:  (1) provide a t igh t  summary 
that captures the contents and traces the contours of the psalm and (2) reflect on 
the spir itual dynamics at play within the contents and contours of each psalm in 
order to consider what that psalm offers to a theology of Christian worship or to 
an element within a  worship service.  The maximum length for each paper is 350 
words.  I wil l  stop reading at that point!  

 

Anatomy One :  Psalm 25, 32,  38,  51,  73,  or 130 

Anatomy Two :  Psalm 9, 29,  30, 40, 80, 85, 107, 138  

Anatomy Three :  Psalm 27, 42-43, 64, 71, 102, or 143  

Anatomy Four :  Psalm 47, 92, 95, 96, 98, 103, 111, 145 or 148  

EVALUATION OF SERVICES (15%) 

Outline and cri tical ly  interact with three a ssigned services viewed online during 
class. While this  is dangerous, i t is  also extremely helpful for the pedagogical 
process.  After outl ining the order of the service,  provide an evaluation of the 
service under three headings: (1) Order of Worship, (2) C ontent and Coherence of 
Service , and (3) Liturgical Execution. Please include strengths and weaknesses of 
the service.  Since these services are being viewed online, students wil l  not  include 
congregational  partic ipation in their evaluation. Also, the evalu ation is not  based 
on the video production values.  

DRAFT LITURGIES (20%) 

Students wil l  draft  three complete orders of worship, selecting and arranging al l  
elements in accord with the principles taught in the course.  

MEMORIZATION (5%) 

Students wil l  be required to memorize Westminster Short er  Catechism  Questions 88-
91 and 98-107.  

FINAL:  ORDERS OF WORSHIP (30%) 

The final project for the course wil l  involve the construction of two ful l -length 
Sunday services which reflect your theological  convict ions and l iturgical  
preferences (a  service with communion and a non -communion service).  Excellent 
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grades wi l l  be given to those who demonstrate a  theological orientat ion and 
creativity  in accord with the principles taught in this course.  

• The draft is to be exhaustive,  including every word to be spoken or sung in 
the service with the exceptions of the sermon and congregational 
announcements. All transitions, instructions, lyrics, hymns,  prayers, 
benedictions, etc. should be included— i t  is  a FULL manuscript. Students 
may incorporate material from worship sourcebooks for different elements 
of the service ; however, please indicate the source in a footnote.  

• Identify the passage and intended focus of the sermon.  

• Include a longer congregational  praye r in each service that is written out 
(500-750 words) . Write the prayer with rea l prayer requests aris ing from the 
local church you currently attend and any other peti tions you desire to 
incorporate .  

• Write a brief introduction to the service (no more than  250 words) that 
outl ines your goals  for the service.  Through the course of the service,  offer 
a running commentary in the footnotes that explains how each element 
contributes to your overall  philosophy of worship and the goal of the 
service.  

• If desired,  you may indicate the location of the particular Sunday within the 
church calendar ( i .e.  Easter Sunday, First Sunday in Advent, Trinity  
Sunday).  

C OU R S E  S CH E D U L E  

 

August 23, 2023 

• Lecture Topic:  The Purpose of Worship  

 

August 30, 2023 

• Lecture Topic:  Divine Worship  

• Reading Due: Hurtado, 1-118 

• Brief Due: Hurtado, Chapter Two  

 

September 6,  2023 

• Lecture Topic:  Principles of Reformed Worship  

• Reading Due: Torrance, 13-67;  Worship  by the Book,  11-63.  

• Brief Due: Torrance, 13-67.  

 

September 13 , 2023 

• Lecture Topic:  Content of Worship—Primary Elements  
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• Reading Due: Old, 1 -57; Cul lmann, 7-36.  

• Brief Due: Old,  Chapter Four  

• Assignment Due: Psalm Anatomy 1  

 

September 20, 2023 

• Lecture Topic:  Content of Worship—Other Elements  

• Reading Due: Old, 58-107 

• Brief Due: Old,  Chapter 6  

 

September 27, 2023  

• Lecture Topic:  The Order of Worship  

• Reading Due: Old, 108-176; Worship by the Book ,  193-248.  

• Brief Due: Old,  Chapter 7  
 

October 4, 2023 

• Lecture Topic:  Constructing an Order of Worship: Part 1  

• Assignment Due: Psalm Anatomy 2  

 

October 18,  2023 

• Lecture Topic:  Constructing an Order of Worship: Part 2  

• Assignment Due: Evaluation 1  

 

October 25,  2023 

• Lecture Topic:  Constructing an Order of Worship: Part 3  

• Assignment Due: Liturgy 1; Psalm Anatomy 3  

 

November 1,  2023 

• Lecture Topic:  The Context of Worship:  Sabbath and Sanctuary  

• Assignment Due: Evaluation 2  

 

November 8,  2023 

• Lecture Topic:  Special Services: Funerals  and Weddings  

• Assignment Due: Liturgy 2  
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November 15,  2023  

• Lecture Topic:  Liturgical Excellence and Execution  

• Assignment Due: Evaluation 3; Psalm Anatomy 4  

 

November 29,  2023  

• Lecture Topic:  Liturgy Presentations  

• Assignment Due: Liturgy 3  

 

December 12, 2023  

• Final  Projects Due  

F U R TH E R  RE AD I NG  

Liturgy Planning Resources (recommended resources )  

 

Trinity Hymnal  

The Hymnal 1982 

Worship Resource  Book  

Book of Common Worsh ip (1946)  

Book of Common Worsh ip (1993)  

Book of Common Prayer  (1662)  

Book of Common Prayer  (1979)  

Bard Thompson, ed.,  Liturgie s of  the  Western Church (Fortress: Phi ladelphia, 1961).  

Jonathan Gibson and Mark Earngey, eds. ,  Reformation Worship:  Liturgi es from the Past   

for the Present (New Growth Press:  Greensboro, 2018).  

Mark Dever and Sinclair Ferguson, eds. ,  The Westminster Direc tory  of  Publ ic Worship  

(Christian Heritage: Fearn,  2008).  

Hughes Oliphant Old, Leading in  Prayer :  A Workbook for  Worsh ip (Eerdmans:  Grand  

Rapids, 1995).  

Terry Johnson, ed.,  Leading in Worship (The Covenant Foundation: Oakridge, 1996).  
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Course Objectives Related to MDiv* Student Learning Outcomes  

Course:  02ST5200 
Professor: Allen  
Campus: Orlando 
Date: Winter 2022  

MDiv* Student Learning Outcomes 

In  o r d e r  t o  mea s u r e  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  MDiv  c u r r i cu lum ,  RTS ha s  
d e f i n ed  t h e  f o l l ow i n g  a s  t h e  i n t end ed  ou t c ome s  o f  t h e  s t ud e n t  l e a rn in g  

p r o c e s s .   Ea ch  c ou r s e  c o n t r i bu t e s  t o  t h e s e  o v e r a l l  o u t c ome s .  Th i s  

r ub r i c  s hows  t h e  c o n t r i bu t i o n  o f  t h i s  c o u r s e  t o  t h e  MDiv  o u t c ome s .  

*As  t h e  MDiv  i s  t h e  c o r e  d e g r e e  a t  RTS ,  t h e  MDiv  r u b r i c  w i l l  b e  u s e d  i n  
t h i s  s y l l a bu s .  

Rubric 

➢  Strong  

➢  Modera t e  

➢  Minima l  

➢  None  

Mini-Justification 

Articulatio
n  

 (oral & 
written) 

Broad ly  unders tands  and  a r t icu la te s  
knowledge ,  bo th ora l  and  wr i t ten ,  o f  
es sent ia l  b ib l i ca l ,  t heolog i ca l ,  h i s tor ica l ,  
and  cu l tura l/g loba l  in format ion ,  i nc lud ing  

deta i l s ,  concep ts ,  a nd  f rameworks .   

S t rong  1 .  S tudent  d emonst ra t es  ab i l i t y  to  
eva lua t e  a nd  p lan coherent  wor sh ip  
se rv ices  in  accord  wi th  Reformed 
pr inc ip l e s  o f  wor sh ip .  

Scripture S ign i f ica nt  knowledge o f  the  o r ig ina l  
mean ing  of  Sc r iptur e .   A lso ,  the  concept s  
for  and  sk i l l  t o  r esea r ch fu r ther  into  the  
or ig ina l  mean ing  of  Sc r iptu re  and  to  a pp ly  
Scr ipture  to  a  va r ie t y  of  modern 
c i r cumsta nces .  ( I nc ludes  a ppropr ia t e  use  of  
or ig ina l  l a nguages  and  he rmeneut ic s ;  and  
int egra t es  theo log i ca l ,  h i s tor i ca l ,  a nd  
cu l tu ra l/g loba l  per spect ive s . )  

Modera t e  1 .  D igest  sp i r i tua l  dynamics  in  the  
Psa lms th rough wr i t ing  
a ss ignments .   
2 .  I nt erac t s  wi th  r e l evant  por t ions  
of  Scr iptur e  and  a pp ly  to  l i tu rg i ca l  
use .  

Reformed 
Theology 

S ign i f ica nt  knowledge o f  Reformed 
theology  and  prac t i ce ,  w i th  empha s i s  on the  

Westm ins t er  S tandard s .    

Modera t e  1 .  S tudent  lea rns  Reformed  
pr inc ip l e s  o f  wor sh ip  f rom WCF 

1 .6 ;  21 .1 -8  a nd  WSC 88 -91 ,  98 -107 .  

Sanctificat
ion 

Demonst ra t e s  a  l ove  for  the  Tr iune God 
tha t  a id s  the  s tud ent ’ s  sanc t i f i ca t ion .  

Min ima l  1 .  Psa lm a na tomy as s ignments  
des igned  to  cu l t i va te  the  hea r t  of  

the  l i tu rg i s t .  

Desire for 
Worldview 

Burn ing  des i re  to  conform a l l  of  l i fe  to  the  

Word  o f  God .  
None   

Winsomely 
Reformed 

Embraces  a  winsomely  Reformed ethos .  
( Inc ludes  an  appropr ia t e  ecumen ica l  sp i r i t  
w i th  o ther  Chr i s t i ans ,  e spec ia l l y  
Evange l i ca l s ;  a  conce rn to  presen t  the  
Gospe l  in  a  God -honor ing  manner  to  non -
Chr i s t i ans ;  and  a  t ru th - in - love  a t t i tude  in  

d i sagr eements . )  

Modera t e  1 .  Empha s i s  on worship  in  the  
vernacu la r ,  acces s ib l e  to  the  publ i c  
but  t rue  to  Refo rmed pr inc ip le s .   

Preach Abi l i t y  to  pr each and  t each  the  mea ning  o f  
Scr ipture  to  both  hea r t  a nd  mind  wi th  
c la r i t y  and  enthus ia sm .  

Minima l  1 .  Lea rn to  int egra t e  s ermon into 
wor ship  serv i ce  to  g ive  fu l l e r  
import  to  pr eaching  m in i s t ry .  

Worship Knowledgeab le  o f  h i s to r i c  and  mod ern  
Chr i s t i an -wor ship  forms ;  a nd  ab i l i t y  to  
cons t ruct  and  sk i l l  t o  l ead  a  wor sh ip  

se rv ice .  

S t rong  1 .  Rev i ew of  h i s tor ica l  l i tu rg ie s  in  
le c tur e s  which a r e  to  be  
incorpora t ed  in  cons t ruct ing  
se rv ices .  
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2.  Eva lua t ion  o f  s erv i ce s .   

3 .  Const ruc t ion o f  l i tu rg ie s .  

Shepherd Abi l i t y  to  shepherd  the  loca l  congrega t ion :  
a id ing  in  sp i r i tua l  matur i t y ;  promot ing  use  
of  g i f t s  a nd  ca l l i ng s ;  a nd  encourag ing  a  
concern for  non -Chr is t i ans ,  both in  
Amer ica  a nd  wor ldw ide .  

Minima l  1 .  Connect  wor sh ip  to  shepherd ing  
ph i lo sophy and  empha s i ze  
congrega t iona l  use  of  g i f t s  in  

wor sh ip .  

Church/W
orld 

Abi l i t y  to  int era ct  w i th in  a  denomina t iona l  
cont ext ,  w i th in  the  b roader  wor ldw ide  
chu rch ,  and  w i th  s ign i f i can t  publ ic  i s sues .  

None   

 


