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Reformed Theological Seminary - Charlotte 
Christ-centered Worship 

 January 9-12, 2023 
 

Class Times 
Mon 1:00–6:00 p.m. 
Tues thru Thurs, 9:00 a.m.–6:00 p.m.  
 
 
Dr. Bryan Chapell 
kfrey@pcanet.org 
 
Course Description: 
This course addresses Christian worship principles for pastors with an emphasis on preparing 
church leaders to develop structures and styles of worship that reflect the unchanging truths of 
the Gospel within particular and varied cultural contexts. We will emphasize the ways in which 
the grace that pervades Scripture and culminates in Christ affects the integration of worship and 
mission in the local church. 
 
 
Required Texts:   
 **Prior to the first day of class, the student should complete a careful reading of the first half 

of Bryan Chapell’s Christ-centered Worship, and a summative reading (i.e., a careful enough 
reading to capture the main themes) of the other assigned books. 

 
1. Carson, D.A. Worship by the Book (Zondervan, 2002) 
2. Chapell, Bryan. Christ-centered Worship: Letting the Gospel Shape our Practice (Baker, 

2009). 
3. Frame, John M. Contemporary Worship Music: A Biblical Defense (P and R, 1997) 
4. Gordon, T. David. Why Johnny Can’t Sing Hymns: How Pop Culture Rewrote the Hymnal (P 

and R, 2010).  
5. Gore Jr., R.J. Covenantal Worship: Reconsidering the Puritan Regulative Principle (P & R 

Publishing, 2002) 
6. Hicks, Zac M. The Worship Pastor: A Call to Ministry for Worship Leaders and Teams 

(Zondervan, 2016) 
7. Kauflin, Bob. Worship Matters: Leading Others to Encounter the Greatness of God 

(Sovereign Grace Ministries, 2008)  
8. Kidd, Reggie M. With One Voice: Discovering Christ’s Song in Our Worship (Baker Books, 

2005) 
9. Webber, Robert. Ancient-Future Worship: Proclaiming and Enacting God’s Narrative 

(Baker, 2008).  
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Grading: 
Reading Assignments – 20% 
Class Presentation – 20% 
Worship Service Outline – 50% 
Attendance and Participation – 10% 
 

1. Students should bring to the first class a two-page reflection paper on each of the 
assigned books (20% of Final Grade). 

  Divide each reflection paper into these three components: 
 i) Describe material in the reading;  
 ii.) Identify the chief concerns of the author;  
 iii) Suggest how the author's concerns will (or will not) affect your worship practices, and 

why.  
2. In class presentation of (20% of Final Grade): 

  a) An original worship service to demonstrate Gospel re-presentation in an assigned and 
designated cultural context; or, 

  b) Advocacy and discussion-leading for one of the books assigned for class readings. **   
3. Preparation of an original and “complete” worship service outline appropriate for the 

student’s own cultural context (with a two-page explanation of the principles guiding 
specific structural components and choices) as a final project. For examples of worship 
service outlines, see Christ-centered Worship, pp. 274ff.   (50% of Final Grade) 
Due Date: April 30, 2023 

4. Attendance and participation in class discussion and activities.  (10% of Final Grade) 
 
Class Structure and Progression: 
1.  Class lectures will address and integrate themes presented in Bryan Chapell’s Christ-centered 

Worship book.  
2.  After key themes of Christ-centered Worship philosophy and structure have been presented, 

some students will be asked to make presentations to the class that interact with positions and 
philosophies of worship articulated by the authors of other books read for this course (See 
below** for instructions regarding these book presentations). 

3. After the presentations that interact with readings for this course (item 2 above), students will 
be asked to work in small groups to prepare worship services for a variety of cultural 
contexts and to share those worship services (along with the principles and resources that are 
guiding the structural aspects and choices for those services) in presentations made to the rest 
of the class (See orders of worship in Chapter 22 of Christ-centered Worship for examples of 
how this assignment should be completed).  

 
*All graded work must be the student’s own, original work according to Seminary plagiarism 

and honesty policies. 
 
**Book Presenters should:  
 1) Describe material in the reading [distribute a descriptive outline to the class];  
 2) Identify the chief concerns of the author;  
 3) Evaluate the validity and significance of the author's concerns;  
 4) Apply the author's insights (and/or your reflections) to the practice of Christian 

Worship.  
  [Note: These book presentations should be approximately 30 minutes, with interactive 

discussion encouraged.] 
 
Class Note: Please bring your copy of Christ-centered Worship to class each day. 
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DMin* Student Learning Outcomes 
In order to measure the success of the DMin curriculum, RTS has 

defined the following as the intended outcomes of the student learning 
process.  Each course contributes to these overall outcomes. This rubric 

shows the contribution of this course to the DMin outcomes. 
 

Rubric 
 Strong 
 Moderate 
 Minimal 
 None 

Mini-Justification 

 
Biblical/ 
Theological 
Foundations:   
 

 
Significant knowledge of biblical and 
theological foundations for pastoral 
ministry.  (This includes interaction with 
Biblical texts, as well as awareness of 
Reformed Theology.) 
 
 

 Because this course is introductory, 
our goal is to get familiar with 
standard terms, structures and issues 
that are "foundational" to an 
informed understanding of Christian 
worship development.  The class 
will not suggest that there is only 
one "right way" or “right style” to 
worship God.  However, 
understanding and employing the 
biblical principles surveyed in this 
course will help students develop 
tools that can be applied to Christian 
worship in different settings and for 
different cultures. 

 
Historical/ 
Contemporary 
Practices:   
 
 

 
Significant knowledge of historical and 
contemporary practices of pastoral 
ministry.   
 
 
 
 

 This Christ-centered Worship course 
is an introduction to the basic 
themes, theology and structures of 
historic Christian worship.  This is 
not primarily a course on musical 
styles, hymnody or sacraments, but 
rather is a practical survey of the 
historic themes, concepts and 
structures that have characterized 
Christian worship through the ages 
and across cultures in order to make 
informed worship decisions today. 

 
Integration:   
 
 
 

 
Ability to reflect upon and integrate 
theology and practice, as well as 
implementation in a contemporary 
pastoral setting. 
 
 
 

 In order for students to understand 
some of the key issues involved in 
the development of worship, we will 
consider the views of authors who 
differ in their worship approaches. 
The goal is not simply to generate 
debate but to engender 
understanding and to provide tools 
that enable churches to unite in 
Christian worship across cultural, 
generational and perspectival 
differences.     

 
Sanctification:   
 
 
 

 
Demonstrates a love for the Triune God 
that aids in the student’s sanctification. 
 
 
 
 

 By understanding the gospel 
principles that undergird biblical 
worship, students should be 
equipped to engage their own hearts 
in worship, as well as lead others in 
such worship that glorifies and 
enjoys God. 
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