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Course Description  
The biblical foundations of worship, including music, worship strategies, creative styles, 
and worship for special occasions are considered in this course. The goal is to prepare students 
to be worshipers and effective leaders in worship. 
 
Course Objectives 
1. To prepare the student for ministry with knowledge of the history and practices of worship and to be 

effective church leaders in worship. 
2. The course will impart to the learner a foundation and theology of worship that is biblically based, 

historically reformed, Westminster confessional, and according to the Regulative Principle of Worship. 
3. To engage the student in debate over issues currently of major controversy within the Reformed churches.   
4. The outcome for the learner is that he/she is equipped for articulating the theology and practice of 

worship in his/her life, and so that they can instruct others in this area. 
 
Required Texts 
1. Westminster Directory for the Public Worship of God (available online) 
2. Johnson, Terry L. Leading in Worship. Evangelical Press. (available at heritagebooks.org) 
3. Muller, Richard A. and Ward, Rowland S. Scripture and Worship: Biblical Interpretation and the Directory 

for Public Worship. Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R, 2007 
4. Old, Hughes Oliphant. Leading in Prayer: A Workbook for Worship. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1995 
5. Old, Hughes Oliphant. Worship: Reformed according to Scripture (revised and expanded). Louisville: 

Westminster John Knox Press, 2002. 
6. Ryken, Philip Graham, Derek W.H. Thomas, and J. Ligon Duncan III (Eds). Give Praise to God: A 

Vision for Reforming Worship. Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R, 2011. 
 
Recommended Texts  

(These texts are not required reading for the examination) 
1. The Holy Bible, preferably in a recent translation (the instructor will use the ESV).  
2. The Westminster Directory of Public Worship, discussed by Mark Dever and Sinclair Ferguson. Christian 

Focus Publications, 2009.  
3. Beeke, Joel. Family Worship. Grand Rapids: Reformation Heritage, 2009. 
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4. Bennett, Arthur. A Valley of Vision: A Collection of Puritan Prayers & Devotions. Edinburgh: The Banner 
of Truth, 1975. 

5. Burroughs, Jeremiah. Gospel Worship.  
6. Carson, D.A., ed. Worship by the Book. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2002.  
7. Cruse, Jonathan Landry. What Happens When We Worship. Grand Rapids: Reformation Heritage Books, 

2020. 
8. Duncan, Ligon. Does God Care How We Worship? P&R Publishing, 2020 
9. Gibson, Jonathan and Mark Earngey (eds). Reformation Worship: Liturgies from the Past for the Present. 

New Growth Press, 2018. 
10. Gordon, T. David. Why Johnny Can’t Sing Hymns: How Pop Culture Rewrote the Hymnal. Phillipsburg, 

NJ: P&R, 2010. 
11. Henry, Matthew A Method for Prayer. Fearn, Ross-shire: Christian Focus Publications, 1993. 
12. Kelly, Ryan. Calls to Worship, Invocations, and Benedictions. Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R, 2022. 
13. Miller, Samuel Thoughts on Public Prayer. Harrisonburg, VA: Sprinkle Publications, 1985. 
14. Wingard, Charles Malcolm. Help for the New Pastor: Practical Advice for Your First Year of Ministry. 

Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R, 2018. 
 
Assignments & Requirements 
 
(1) Written Prayers. The practice of extemporary praying is a good one and one for which our Puritan and 
Presbyterian forefathers fought hard to maintain. But even these traditions called for what they termed “studied 
prayers”: prayers that had been planned and thought through and then delivered without notes. The student 
will write three (3) prayers from the following options; focusing each on a particular theme or circumstance: 
Justification, Adoption, Sanctification, Confession of Sin, Imprecatory, Invocation, Pastoral Prayer.  

Format: please submit your written prayers using this formatting: 
• Choose a Theme 
• Font: Times New Roman, size 12; Spacing: single spaced; Margins: 1” 
• Length: The prayer must be one page exactly (no more, no less). Must be within 1-3 

lines of the bottom of the page.   
Due at the beginning of class on October 3. 15% of Final Grade  
 
(2) Worship Bulletins/Order of Service. The Student will create two complete Worship Bulletins/orders of 
service. One bulletin for each of the following service types is to be submitted: (a) Regular Lord’s Day 
morning/evening services (including both services) and (b) Wedding. 
 
A “Worship Guide” is also expected for each worship order of service. In the guide, you will explain the 
reasons you structured the service the way you did, including reference to historical Presbyterian worship, 
scriptural basis, elements, forms, circumstances, rubric, etc. Be sure to integrate your worship order, structure, 
hymn selection, and texts. If you choose to disagree with the philosophy of worship articulated in this course, 
you must provide a full justification for that in your “worship guide.”  Due at the beginning of class on 
November 7. 15% of Final Grade  
 
(3) Essay. In order to assist the student in their preparation for ordination, ministry, and life, as well as to 
provide a meaningful outlet for interaction with the materials, philosophies, and issues in this course each 
student will submit one (1) of the following two (2) essay options, along with a synopsis of your own theology 
of public worship at the end of the paper: 
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Option #1: Compare and contrast the historic “Regulative Principle of Worship” with other 
philosophies of worship. Include the history, key proponents, Biblical basis, and difficulties of each 
view. 

Include Theology of Public Worship: Describe in sufficient detail your own theology of public 
worship, but make sure that this section is a minority of the full paper. While this is somewhat 
subjective to each individual, you will need to fully defend your stance, especially where it may differ 
from the Reformed theology of Worship. 

 
Option #2: Discuss the use and views of church liturgy, the “church calendar”, and “contextualization” 
from a Biblical as well as historical-theological standpoint. The student will be sure to include benefits 
and difficulties with various understandings and practices. 

Include Theology of Public Worship: Describe in sufficient detail your own theology of public 
worship, but make sure that this section is a minority of the full paper. While this is somewhat 
subjective to each individual, you will need to fully defend your stance, especially where it may differ 
from the Reformed theology of Worship.  

 
The best essays will include copious use of scripture, theologians, and creedal statements. Be sure to 

make reference to and interact with both the lectures and assigned readings for this course. 
 
Format: Please submit your essays using Turabian formatting (Size 12, Times New Roman, one-inch 
margins); essays are expected to land within 8-10 double-spaced pages. The Essay is due at the beginning of 
class on November 28, 2022.  20% of Final Grade  
 
(4) Class Participation.  10% of Final Grade  
 
(5) Completion of the Assigned Reading. The student will complete all of the Required Reading above. It will 
be extremely helpful to the student to have completed the reading before the class lectures. The student must 
indicate to the instructor in writing at the time the Final Exam is turned in how much of the reading has been 
completed (partial credit will be given).  10% of Final Grade  
 
(6) A Final Exam. The final exam will cover the lecture and reading material in a comprehensive way. Students 
can expect to be asked both factual and integrative questions. Students can expect to be asked examination 
questions on all of the reading material. The final exam is a take-home exam in which notes and books are not 
permitted, but the use of an unmarked Bible is permitted. A proctor will be chosen by the student and the exam 
sent to the proctor. The exam is due no later than 4:00 PM on Monday, December 12, 2022. Please arrange 
your schedule accordingly. Late Exams will be penalized.  30% of Final Grade 
 
Attendance 
Class attendance is required for PT 5300. If a student anticipates an unavoidable absence, he should notify 
the instructor in advance. Each hour of unexcused absence subjects the student to a reduction of his final 
grade by one-half of a letter grade.  
 
Grading Scale 
The grading scale for this course is the seminary’s grading scale. You may find it listed in the RTS Catalog.  
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Plagiarism 
Please review the seminary’s policy on plagiarism. Plagiarized work will subject the student to failure in the 
course and possible disciplinary action.  
 
 
In-Class Computer Use 
Students are expected to conduct themselves as mature believers in Christ. Classroom manners should reflect 
this maturity. Please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices, and plan to return calls during breaks. 
Please refrain from surfing the internet, playing games, or chatting during class time. 
 
 

Approximate Course Schedule 
Please note that this schedule is approximate and subject to change at any time.  

The instructor’s announced changes in class will be the final word on the nature and date of assignments. 
They are the student’s sole responsibility to note and to implement.  

 
August 29  Introduction to Worship; How Do We Worship 
September 12  The Reasons for Worship 
September 19  Qualities of Biblical Worship 
September 26  Parts of the Ordinary Worship Service 
October 3  Baptism and the Lord’s Supper (Written Prayers Due) 
October 24  Weddings and Funerals 
November 7  History of Christian Worship (Orders of Service Due) 
November 21  Psalms, Hymns, and Singing 
November 28  Essays Due – No Class 
 
December 12  Final Examination Due 
 
Instructor’s Background 
Rev. Greco is a teaching elder (pastor) in the Presbyterian Church in America. He serves as the Senior Pastor 
of Christ Church in Katy, TX (www.cckpca.org). He currently serves as the Chairman of the PCA’s Standing 
Judicial Commission, which is the highest court in the PCA. Prior to entering the pastorate, Rev. Greco was a 
ruling elder and Clerk of Session at Grace PCA in Hudson, Ohio. He was an attorney specializing in 
corporate governance, commercial finance, and real estate. He earned his law degree (J.D.) from the 
University of Michigan (1996), his graduate degree (M.A. in Classical Languages and Literature) from the 
University of Chicago (1993), and his undergraduate degree (B.A.) from the State University of New York at 
Buffalo (1991). He is a graduate of Reformed Theological Seminary, Jackson (2003). 
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Course Objectives Related to MDiv* Student Learning Outcomes 
Course:  Theology of Worship (PT5300) 
Professor: Fred Greco 
Campus: Houston  
Date:  Fall 2022  
 

MDiv* Student Learning Outcomes 
In order to measure the success of the MDiv curriculum, 
RTS has defined the following as the intended outcomes 
of the student learning process.  Each course contributes 
to these overall outcomes. This rubric shows the 
contribution of this course to the MDiv outcomes. 

Rubric 
 Strong 
 Moderate 
 Minimal 
 None 

Mini-Justification 

Articulation  
 (oral & 
written) 

Broadly understands and articulates 
knowledge, both oral and written, of 
essential biblical, theological, historical, 
and cultural/global information, 
including details, concepts, and 
frameworks.  

Strong The student will demonstrate 
that understanding in weekly 
pastoral prayer submissions 
incorporating those details, 
concepts, and frameworks in a 
way that glorifies God and 
edifies the hearers. 

Scripture 
 
 

Significant knowledge of the original 
meaning of Scripture.  Also, the 
concepts for and skill to research 
further into the original meaning of 
Scripture and to apply Scripture to a 
variety of modern circumstances. 
(Includes appropriate use of original 
languages and hermeneutics; and 
integrates theological, historical, and 
cultural/global perspectives.) 

Strong Worship is to be governed by 
the Word of God; the question 
of how to apply the principles 
God decrees for His worship in 
His Word for modern and post-
modern people will be discussed.  

Reformed 
Theology 
 
 

Significant knowledge of Reformed 
theology and practice, with emphasis 
on the Westminster Standards.   

Strong The course will teach a 
consistent Reformed, 
Westministerian Theology of 
Worship, and include significant 
discussion of the Regulative 
Principle of Worship (RPW). 

Sanctification 
 
 

Demonstrates a love for the Triune God 
that aids the student’s sanctification. 

Strong Worship is both demanded by 
the Creator of His Creatures, but 
as His redeemed and adopted 
sons, we long to worship our 
Father. 
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Desire for 
Worldview 
 

Burning desire to conform all of life to 
the Word of God. 

Strong Church power is ministerial and 
declarative; in worship we both 
minister to God and His people 
as well as declare His glory to a 
watching world. 

Winsomely 
Reformed 
 

Embraces a winsomely Reformed 
ethos. (Includes an appropriate 
ecumenical spirit with other Christians, 
especially Evangelicals; a concern to 
present the Gospel in a God-honoring 
manner to non-Christians; and a truth-
in-love attitude in disagreements.) 

Moderate   The student will be taught a love 
for the gospel rightly displays a 
winsome desire to worship the 
Lord and bring others to do so. 

Preach 
 
 

Ability to preach and teach the 
meaning of Scripture to both heart and 
mind with clarity and enthusiasm. 

Minimal The student will be able to 
structure the whole worship of 
God so that the climax is the 
preached word.  

Worship 
 

Knowledgeable of historic and modern 
Christian-worship forms; and ability to 
construct and skill to lead a worship 
service. 

Strong The student will be able to 
articulate and argue for the 
Reformed view of worship as 
well as trace the development of 
the RPW and alternative views 
of worship through the history 
of the Church. 

Shepherd 
 
 

Ability to shepherd the local 
congregation: aiding in spiritual 
maturity; promoting use of gifts and 
callings; and encouraging a concern for 
non-Christians, both in America and 
worldwide. 

Strong Particular shepherding issues of 
weddings, funerals, baptisms, 
and hymn selection will be 
covered in this course as well as 
the theology behind the; the 
student will demonstrate his 
understanding of these issues in 
written assignments and essays. 

Church/World 
 
 

Ability to interact within a 
denominational context, within the 
broader worldwide church, and with 
significant public issues. 

Minimal Study of the Trinity Hymnal as 
well as other worship media will 
be considered.  


