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Course Description:
This course introduces the importance of philosophy for Christian theology, explores important historical primary texts and approaches on Christian philosophy and philosophical theology, while developing a Christian-theological approach to philosophy and its use.  

Course Readings:
Diogenes Allen and Eric O. Springsted, Philosophy for Understanding Theology, 2nd edition (Westminster John Knox, 2007).  Entirety.
William J. Van Asselt (ed.), Introduction to Reformed Scholasticism (Reformation Heritage Books, 2011). Entirety. 
Colin Brown, Philosophy and the Christian Faith, An Introduction to the Main Thinkers and Schools of Thought from the Middle Ages to the Present Day (Tyndale, 1969). Entirety.

Suggested Reading
David Knowles, The Evolution of Medieval Thought, 2nd edition (London: Longman, 1988). Entirety.
Diogenes Allen and Eric O. Springsted (eds.), Primary Readings in Philosophy for Understanding Theology, (Westminster John Knox, 1992).
See also bibliography, below.

Course Structure:
The Course will cover the following topics:
1. Introduction to Philosophy and Christian Thought
2. Plato and Aristotle
3. Early Christian Philosophical Thought
4. Medieval Philosophical Thought
5. Reformed Philosophical Thought
6. Post-Reformation Reformed Philosophical Thought
7. The Enlightenment (Nominalism, Humanism, Scientific Revolution)
8. Early Modern Thought (Rationalism and Empiricism)
9. Kant, Schleiermacher, Hegel
10. Neo-Calvinism
11. Contemporary Analytic Philosophy
12. Post-Modern Philosophy

Course Requirements
1. Final Exam (40%)
a. Short essay and long essay format
2. Paper (40%)
a. Student will write a 3500-4500 word paper on a philosophical-theological issue addressed in the class, the readings, or is specifically related to the class or readings. 
b. Paper must conform to the style and content guide provided below.
c. Rough Draft is 5% of total grade; Final Draft is 15% of total grade
3. Reading (20%)
a. Students will pledge to the percentage of reading they have accomplished.

Schedule (with Reading Requirements):
September 22-23
1. Introduction to Philosophy and Christian Thought
2. Plato and Aristotle
3. Early Christian Philosophical Thought
4. Medieval Philosophical Thought
5. Reading Requirements:
a. Allen – Intro, Chapters 1-6
b. Brown – pp. 7-36.
October 27-28
1. Reformation Philosophical Thought
2. Post-Reformation Reformed Philosophical Thought
3. The Enlightenment (Nominalism, Humanism, Scientific Revolution)
4. Early Modern Thought (Rationalism and Empiricism)
5. Reading Requirements:
a. Allen – Chapters 7 & 8
b. Brown – pp. 37-90.
c. Van Asselt – entirety
6. Additional Requirements:
a. Rough Draft of Paper Due
November 10-11
1. Kant, Schleiermacher, Hegel
2. Neo-Calvinism
3. Contemporary Analytic Philosophy
4. Post-Modern Philosophy
5. Reading Requirements:
a. Allen – Chapters 9-13
b. Brown – pp 90-289
6. Additional Requirements:
a. Final Draft of Paper Due

Paper Requirements
1. Topics:
a. The paper should take a philosophical idea introduced in the lectures or the readings and argue why it does or does not conform to a biblical worldview.
b. Some examples include:
i. Plato’s ideas
ii. Aristotle’s four-fold causality
iii. Thomas’s five ways
iv. Junius’ distinction between archetypal and ectypal theology
v. Descartes rationalism
vi. Kant’s transcendentalism
2. Format:
a. 8 ½ x 11 paper; one-inch margins
b. 12-point, Times New Roman font, double-spaced
c. 3,500 to 4,500 words (excluding footnotes, bibliography)
d. Footnotes (at 10-point font)
e. Bibliography (of works specifically cited)
f. Paper shall conform to the guidelines from the current edition of A Manuel for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, by Kate L. Turabian.
3. Structure:
a. The paper must make an argument, not simply report on a person’s though (or what others think of that person’s thought).
b. The paper should indicate its thesis early and clearly.
c. The paper should be clearly organized in such a way that the thesis is demonstrated and defended.
d. The paper should conclude by indicating what has been argued and how the thesis has been demonstrated.
4. Other Requirements:
a. The paper must consult both primary and secondary sources. 
b. Translations are sufficient but be sure to consult the most up to date editions. 
c. The paper must include at least one primary source and at least eight secondary sources. 
d. These sources must be cited in the body of the paper, not just appear in the bibliography. 
e. At least one secondary sources must be a journal article.
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	MDiv Student Learning Outcomes
	Rubric
	Mini-Justification

	Articulation 
 (oral & written)
	Broadly understands and articulates knowledge, both oral and written, of essential biblical, theological, historical, and cultural/global information, including details, concepts, and frameworks. Also includes ability to preach and teach the meaning of Scripture to both heart and mind with clarity and enthusiasm.
	Strong
	Primary course objective is for students to become familiar with and gain discernment on the theologically relevant themes in the Hist. of Phil. For Christian Thought

	Scripture


	Significant knowledge of the original meaning of Scripture.  Also, the concepts for and skill to research further into the original meaning of Scripture and to apply Scripture to a variety of modern circumstances. (Includes appropriate use of original languages and hermeneutics; and integrates theological, historical, and cultural/global perspectives.)
	Moderate
	Various perspectives and proposals in the Hist. of Phil. will be critiqued in light of Scripture.  Scripture is frequently brought into lectures and discussions and applied to topics at hand.  See “Desire for Worldview” below.

	Reformed Theology


	Significant knowledge of Reformed theology and practice, with emphasis on the Westminster Standards.  
	Strong
	The class is taught from an explicitly Reformed orthodox perspective and devotes a unit to the philosophical background to Reformed Theology.

	Sanctification


	Demonstrates a love for the Triune God that aids the student’s sanctification.
	Moderate
	The course aims at increasing students’ awareness and discernment of formative ideas for Christian thought and life.

	Desire for Worldview

	Burning desire to conform all of life to the Word of God. Includes ability to interact within a denominational context, within the broader worldwide church, and with significant public issues.
	Strong
	This, as it applies to the life of the mind and history of ideas, would be the raison d’être of the course.

	Winsomely Reformed

	Embraces a winsomely Reformed ethos. (Includes an appropriate ecumenical spirit with other Christians, especially Evangelicals; a concern to present the Gospel in a God-honoring manner to non-Christians; and a truth-in-love attitude in disagreements.)
	Moderate
	The professor strives to model and encourage this ethos in the course as we consider and critique various alternative ideas, values, etc.  See also “Church/World” below.

	Pastoral Ministry


	Embraces a winsomely Reformed ethos. (Includes an appropriate ecumenical spirit with other Christians, especially Evangelicals; a concern to present the Gospel in a God-honoring manner to non-Christians; and a truth-in-love attitude in disagreements.)
	Minimal
	Indirect relevance as we consider the way philosophical ideas have shaped our theology and our ministry contexts.
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