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04ST5250E/1 Systematic Theology 3 
Ecclesiology and the Sacraments 

Reformed Theological Seminary 
Summer 2022 | Chattanooga Campus 

June 10–11, July 1–2, July 15–16 
Fridays (6:00–9:00pm) | Saturdays (9:30am–4:30pm) 

Dr. Brian H. Cosby 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course will cover ecclesiology (the doctrine of the church) and the sacraments (the 
doctrines of baptism and the Lord’s Supper). It will also spend time looking at the 
person and work of the Holy Spirit, especially insofar as it shapes ecclesiology. Our 
study of these topics will be based on the exegesis of Scripture, but with continual 
reference to historical and confessional theology as well. We must remember that while 
we rely upon the Bible as our ultimate authority in matters of faith and life, we also 
“stand on the shoulders” of approximately 2,000 years of history in our interpreting and 
applying of the Bible. 
 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 
The principal aim of Systematic Theology is to provide students with a comprehensive 
understanding of the main doctrines of Christianity, specifically in those areas 
mentioned above in the Course Description. It is expected that students will have a 
competent grasp of the issues involved in this course and a facility to communicate 
them with some fluency. Since many branches of the church require their ordained 
clergy not only to commit to these doctrines in a more or less strict sense but also to be 
able to articulate them when examined, these things are also in mind as objectives in 
this course as well. Most importantly, since all theology has worship as its end, this 
course will seek to foster deeper devotion and faithfulness to our great God and King by 
deepening our knowledge of Him and our reverence for Him. He is indeed worthy of all 
we are and have! 
 
 
REQUIRED READING 

• John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion (Westminster/John Knox, 1559 
edition, Battles translation), Book 4, Chapters 1–5, 12, 14–18. 

• Westminster Confession of Faith and Catechisms, Chapters 21 and 25–31.  
• Geerhardus Vos, Reformed Dogmatics, vol. 5, Ecclesiology, The Means of 

Grace, and Eschatology, trans. and ed. Richard B. Gaffin, Jr. (Bellingham, WA: 
Lexham Press, 2016).  

• Guy Prentiss Waters, How Jesus Runs the Church (Philipsburg, NJ: P&R, 2011). 
• Guy M. Richard, Baptism: Answers to Common Questions (Sanford, FL: 

Reformation Trust, 2019).  
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COURSE REQUIREMENTS  
 

1. Classroom Participation (20%). 
Students will be evaluated on their participation in classroom discussion, the 
questions they ask, the required books read, and the comments they offer.  

2. Course Paper (50%). Due Date: July 16 
Write an 8–10 page theological paper (Times New Roman, 12pt font, double 
spaced) in which you will select any one (1) of the following books that you find 
most meaningful. The paper must evaluate the book biblically, theologically, and 
historically and draw applications and conclusions that would be relevant for your 
particular ministry or for the church in general. If you knows Greek and Hebrew, 
the paper should reflect this knowledge in the exegesis of Biblical passages. The 
paper will be uploaded to Canvas by the due date. Please use Times New 
Roman, 12pt font, and double-spaced formatting. Also, please use either Kate 
Turabian, A Manual for Writers (8th Edition or newer) or Chicago Manual of Style 
(16th Edition or newer) with footnotes instead of endnotes.  

• Kevin DeYoung and Greg Gilbert, What is the Mission of the Church?: 
Making Sense of Social Justice, Shalom, and the Great Commission 
(Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2011).  

• Mark Dever and Paul Alexander, The Deliberate Church: Building Your 
Ministry on the Gospel (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2005). (189 pages)  

• Sinclair B. Ferguson, The Holy Spirit (Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 1996). 
• John Owen, The True Nature of a Gospel Church, in The Works of John 

Owen, vol. 16, ed., William H. Goold (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 1968).  
• J. Ligon Duncan and Susan Hunt, Women’s Ministry in the Local Church 

(Crossway, 2006).  
• Malcolm Maclean, The Lord’s Supper (Fearn, Ross-shire: Mentor, 2009). 

3. Final Exam (30%) – July 16 (in class) 
The examination will be a lengthy and detailed test of the student’s mastery of all 
the material covered in the course lectures and reading and will require the 
student to apply principles learned in the course to practical test cases. The 
exam will take place on the last day of class.  

 
 
EVALUATION 
 
The grade you will be assigned will be based upon your fulfillment of the instructions for 
the assignment, the overall quality of your presentation, my assessment of your grasp of 
the subject matter, your skill in communication of the material, and how well you did 
your work in comparison with your peers in the class.  
 
 
LECTURE SCHEDULE 
 
Course Overview & Introduction 
What is the Church? 
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The Church in Redemptive History: OT–NT 
The Holy Spirit & the Establishment of the Church: Pentecost 
The Holy Spirit’s Ministry & the Church: Regeneration, Empowerment, Fruit, Gifts 
The Necessity of the Church 
The Attributes & Marks of the Church  
The Government of the Church 
The Mission of the Church 
The Means of Grace 
The Sacrament of Baptism 
The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
 
 
CONTACT 
 
Brian H. Cosby 
brian@waysidechurch.org 
423-599-9643 
 
 
EXTENSION POLICY 
 
All assignments and exams are to be completed by the deadlines announced in this 
syllabus or in class.  
 
Extensions for assignments and exams due within the normal duration of the course 
must be approved beforehand by the Professor. Extensions of two weeks or less 
beyond the date of the last deadline for the course must be approved beforehand by the 
Professor. A grade penalty may be assessed.  
 
Extensions of greater than two weeks but not more than six weeks beyond the last 
deadline for the course may be granted in extenuating circumstances (i.e. illness, family 
emergency). For an extension of more than two weeks the student must request an 
Extension Request Form from the Student Services Office. The request must be 
approved by the Professor and the Academic Dean. A grade penalty may be assessed. 
(RTS Catalog p. 42 and RTS Atlanta Student Handbook p. 14) 
 
Any incompletes not cleared six weeks after the last published due date for course work 
will be converted to a failing grade. Professors may have the failing grade changed to a 
passing grade by request. (RTS Catalog p. 42) 
 
 



 
Course Objectives Related to MDiv* Student Learning Outcomes 

Course: 04ST5250E/1 Systematic Theology 3 (Ecclesiology and Sacraments) 
Professor: Brian H. Cosby 
Campus: Atlanta/Chattanooga 
Date: Summer 2022 

MDiv* Student Learning Outcomes 
In order to measure the success of the MDiv curriculum, RTS has defined 
the following as the intended outcomes of the student learning process.  
Each course contributes to these overall outcomes. This rubric shows the 

contribution of this course to the MDiv outcomes. 
 *As the MDiv is the core degree at RTS, the MDiv rubric will be used in this syllabus. 

Rubric 
 Strong 
 Moderate 
 Minimal 
 None 

Mini-Justification 

Articulation  
 (oral & 
written) 

Broadly understands and articulates knowledge, both 
oral and written, of essential biblical, theological, 
historical, and cultural/global information, including 
details, concepts, and frameworks. Also includes 
ability to preach and teach the meaning of Scripture 
to both heart and mind with clarity and enthusiasm. 

Strong Students are expected to become 
articulate in expressing defending 
major points of doctrine. 

Scripture 
 
 

Significant knowledge of the original meaning of 
Scripture.  Also, the concepts for and skill to research 
further into the original meaning of Scripture and to 
apply Scripture to a variety of modern circumstances. 
(Includes appropriate use of original languages and 
hermeneutics; and integrates theological, historical, 
and cultural/global perspectives.) 

Strong Scriptural justification is required 
for the doctrinal concepts 
articulated in this class. Students 
are expected to engage in 
exegetical studies.  

Reformed 
Theology 
 
 

Significant knowledge of Reformed theology and 
practice, with emphasis on the Westminster 
Standards.   

Strong This course examines the issues 
raised by Reformed Theology.  

Sanctification 
 
 

Demonstrates a love for the Triune God that aids the 
student’s sanctification. 

Moderate All truth is unto godliness. 

Desire for 
Worldview 
 

Burning desire to conform all of life to the Word of 
God. 

Moderate Students are expected to think of 
how the doctrines explored form a 
cohesive worldview.  

Winsomely 
Reformed 
 

Embraces a winsomely Reformed ethos. (Includes an 
appropriate ecumenical spirit with other Christians, 
especially Evangelicals; a concern to present the 
Gospel in a God-honoring manner to non-Christians; 
and a truth-in-love attitude in disagreements.) 

Strong Students are urged to defend their 
doctrinal positions winsomely. This 
approach is modeled in the 
classroom.  

Pastoral 
Ministry 
 
 

Ability to minister the Word of God to hearts and 
lives of both churched and unchurched, to include 
preaching, teaching, leading in worship, leading, and 
shepherding the local congregation, aiding in spiritual 
maturity, concern for non-Xns. 

Strong Studying theology should, all things 
being equal, make students better 
preachers, teachers, counselors, 
and pastors.  
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