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COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
 
This course will lay the foundation of a biblical theology of the pastor in relation to the church 
and the world. Students will begin to formulate a philosophy of ministry, assess readiness and 
attain progress in their calling. A variety of pastoral skills and competencies will be included. 
 
SUMMARY OF CONTENT: 
 
The course will cover three foundational pillars of effective pastoral ministry. 
 

1. A Biblical Philosophy of Ministry: A study of 2Timothy 
• What it takes to endure and be fruitful 
• Stewarding and leveraging who you are and what God has given you to impact your 

moment in history 
• How to view and think about your calling to ministry 

 
2. The Importance of Leadership: 

• The four characteristics of those who wield lasting influence 
• Understanding and embracing your assignment 
• Distinguishing between leadership development and leader development 
• The relationship between character and effective leadership 

 
3. The Priority of Preaching: 

• The nature of preaching and why it matters 
• Expository preaching and why it is important 
• Preaching with clarity and persuasion 
• Preaching and the ministry of the Holy Spirit 

 
TEXTS: 
 
Christ-Centered Preaching by Bryan Chapell 
Dangerous Calling by Paul David Tripp 
Leadership as an Identity by Crawford Loritts 
 
 
 



REQUIREMENTS AND WEIGHTS: 
 

1. Reading (15% of grade): Reading assignments to be completed by April 22, 2022 
2. Final Exam (25% of grade): Given and turned in electronically by April 22, 2022 
3. Case study, incorporating the course content (60% of grade): Due by April 22, 202 

  



 
Course Objectives Related to MDiv* Student Learning Outcomes 

Course: Pastoral Ministry 
Professor: Dr. Crawford Loritts 
Campus: Atlanta 
Date: Spring 2022 

MDiv* Student Learning Outcomes 
In order to measure the success of the MDiv curriculum, RTS has defined 
the following as the intended outcomes of the student learning process.  
Each course contributes to these overall outcomes. This rubric shows the 

contribution of this course to the MDiv outcomes. 
 *As the MDiv is the core degree at RTS, the MDiv rubric will be used in this syllabus. 

Rubric 
 Strong 
 Moderate 
 Minimal 
 None 

Mini-Justification 

Articulation  
 (oral & 
written) 

Broadly understands and articulates knowledge, both 
oral and written, of essential biblical, theological, 
historical, and cultural/global information, including 
details, concepts, and frameworks. Also includes 
ability to preach and teach the meaning of Scripture 
to both heart and mind with clarity and enthusiasm. 

Strong Biblical study of pastoral 
responsibilities is addressed at length.  
 

Scripture 
 
 

Significant knowledge of the original meaning of 
Scripture.  Also, the concepts for and skill to research 
further into the original meaning of Scripture and to 
apply Scripture to a variety of modern circumstances. 
(Includes appropriate use of original languages and 
hermeneutics; and integrates theological, historical, 
and cultural/global perspectives.) 

Moderate Class devotions examine biblical texts 
that inform learners’ understanding of 
the principles that shape pastoral 
ministry.  
 

Reformed 
Theology 
 
 

Significant knowledge of Reformed theology and 
practice, with emphasis on the Westminster 
Standards.   

Moderate The soteriology and ecclesiology of the 
Westminster Standards will be 
explained and applied.  
 

Sanctification 
 
 

Demonstrates a love for the Triune God that aids the 
student’s sanctification. 

Moderate The class will build on the premise that 
a healthy ministry is based on a 
spiritually healthy minister.  

Desire for 
Worldview 
 

Burning desire to conform all of life to the Word of 
God. 

Minimal The practice of pastoral ministry flows 
out of a desire to glorify and enjoy 
God.  

Winsomely 
Reformed 
 

Embraces a winsomely Reformed ethos. (Includes an 
appropriate ecumenical spirit with other Christians, 
especially Evangelicals; a concern to present the 
Gospel in a God-honoring manner to non-Christians; 
and a truth-in-love attitude in disagreements.) 

Minimal The course will consider the fruit of 
common grace and the practice of 
other denominations in understanding 
principles of ministry.  

Pastoral 
Ministry 
 
 

Ability to minister the Word of God to hearts and 
lives of both churched and unchurched, to include 
preaching, teaching, leading in worship, leading, and 
shepherding the local congregation, aiding in spiritual 
maturity, concern for non-Xns. 

Strong The course will examine the 
knowledge, skills, and dispositions 
required for fruitful pastoral ministry.  
 

 
 


