
Syllabus 

Ecclesiology & Sacraments  

March 7-11, 2022 

RTS Houston 

2 Credit hours 

 

Professor:  Dr. Craig A. Sheppard 

Course Description 

This course studies the Biblical doctrine of ecclesiology (the doctrine of the Church) in scripture and 

history. Specifically, we will explore the Biblical foundation of the Church in both the Old and New 

Testaments, the relationship of Church and Kingdom, Covenant and Kingdom, the government of the 

Church, the marks of the Church, the Church militant and triumphant, the offices of the Church, and 

the means of grace. We will also spend extended time studying the sacraments of the Church 

(baptism and the Lord’s supper), seeking to understand their meaning and right application.  

 

Course goals 

1. To introduce the student to a biblical and historical understanding of the Church in its many 

facets. 

2. To equip the student to think biblically and critically about the Church as the body and bride 

of Christ. 

3. To familiarize the student with the various theological systems within the church regarding 

the sacraments (namely, their meaning, mode, and application), as well as to critically 

evaluate these positions. 

4. To elicit a greater love for the church and our calling to holiness and service within it. 

Course Assignments 

1. Read all assigned books 

 

Books:  

• Ed Clowney, The Church, chs 1-15 [~200pp]  

https://amzn.to/3Bx0vHK 

 

• Sean Michael Lucas, On Being Presbyterian, (chs. 1-5 [pp.15-96], and 7-8 [115-148].  

[~ 114pp] 

https://amzn.to/3BywyH6 

 

• John Calvin: Institutes, Book IV, chapters 1-13 

https://amzn.to/3BDpJ73 

 

• Guy Waters, How Jesus Runs the church [150pp] 

https://amzn.to/3Byxb3q 

https://amzn.to/3Bx0vHK
https://amzn.to/3BywyH6
https://amzn.to/3BDpJ73
https://amzn.to/3Byxb3q


 

• Thomas Witherow, The Apostolic Church [100pp] 

https://amzn.to/3BtlB9X 

 

• John Murray, Christian Baptism: [90pp] 

https://amzn.to/31pi1kV 

 

• James M. Chaney, William the Baptist [133pp] 

https://amzn.to/3jRrJCD 

 

• Robert Letham, The Lord’s Supper [64pp] 

https://amzn.to/3w3LFY0 

 

• Guy Waters, The Lord’s Supper [105pp] 

https://amzn.to/3mvt0Bh 

 

Note: A form to report the completion of these readings will also appear on the final 

exam.   

2. Submit a Research Paper 

 

Write a research paper (3000 words, ~10pp, excluding footnotes) on one of the following 

topics:  

• Lord’s Supper: Compare the Catholic, Lutheran and Reformed Understanding of the 

Lord’s Supper, and argue for one of them. 

• Baptism: Compare to two primary views of baptism (paedo and credo), summarize 

their respective positions, and argue for one of them. 

• Means of Grace: Explain the historic concept of the Means of Grace, and explain 

their relevance for the 21st century Church. 

• The Church: the Body and Bride of Christ: Define Biblically and demonstrate the 

importance and application of these great images, making sure to also discuss the topic 

of suffering. 

• The Government of the Church: define the three historic structures of the church 

and argue for one of them. 

 

This paper should be marked by a solid introduction and conclusion(s), a clearly stated 

thesis/outline/structure (methodology), solid academic definitions, support, argumentation, 

and analysis. It should possess a quality writing style with proper citation of multiple 

sources (5-10 minimum). This is due Friday, March 25, 2022, 11:59pm Central Time 

and must be submitted on Canvas in MS Word or Pages format (not PDF!). Make 

sure you include a Bibliography. 

 

3. Complete the final exam on Canvas, which will be a short-answer and essay exam, covering 

material discussed in class and all reading assignments. This final must be completed by 

Friday, April 8, 2022, 11:59pm, CST. 

https://amzn.to/3BtlB9X
https://amzn.to/31pi1kV
https://amzn.to/3jRrJCD
https://amzn.to/3w3LFY0
https://amzn.to/3mvt0Bh


 

4. Participate in Class Discussions  

 Grading 

 The final course grade will be assigned according to the distribution indicated below, and in 

conjunction with the RTS grading scale. Late assignments are subject to a penalty of 10% per week 

late (i.e., received on late day 1-7 will receive a 10% deduction; late day 8-14, 20%, etc.) 

Breakdown of Semester Grade: 

Class Attendance and Participation 5% 

Reading Assignments: 25% 

Research Paper 30% 

Final Exam 40% 

Contacting the Instructor 

Please contact the instructor by email at csheppard@rts.edu. Please do not contact me via Canvas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

Course Objectives Related to MDiv Student Learning Outcomes 

Course: Ecclesiology and Sacraments   
Professor: Craig Sheppard 
Campus: Houston 
Date: Spring 2022 
 

MDiv* Student Learning Outcomes 
In order to measure the success of the MDiv curriculum, RTS has defined the 

following as the intended outcomes of the student learning process. Each 
course contributes to these overall outcomes. This rubric shows the 

contribution of this course to the MDiv outcomes. 
*As the MDiv is the core degree at RTS, the MDiv rubric will be used in this syllabus. 

Rubric 
• Strong 

• Moderate 

• Minimal 

• None 

Mini-Justification 

Articulation 
(oral & 
written) 

Broadly understands and articulates knowledge, both 
oral and written, of essential biblical, theological, 
historical, and cultural/global information, including 
details, concepts, and frameworks. Also includes 
ability to preach and teach the meaning of Scripture to 
both heart and mind with clarity and enthusiasm. 

Strong Exams, research paper 

Scripture Significant knowledge of the original meaning of 
Scripture. Also, the concepts for and skill to research 
further into the original meaning of Scripture and to 
apply Scripture to a variety of modern circumstances. 
(Includes appropriate use of original languages and 
hermeneutics; and integrates theological, historical, 
and cultural/global perspectives.) 

Strong Focus of all ST courses 

Reformed 
Theology 

Significant knowledge of Reformed theology and 
practice, with emphasis on the Westminster 
Standards. 

Strong Focus of all ST courses 

Sanctification Demonstrates a love for the Triune God that aids the 
student’s sanctification. 

Moderate Focus of all ST courses 

Worldview Burning desire to conform all of life to the Word of 
God. Includes ability to interact within a 
denominational context, within the broader 
worldwide church, and with significant public issues. 

Strong Focus of all ST courses 

Winsomely 
Reformed 

Embraces a winsomely Reformed ethos. (Includes an 
appropriate ecumenical spirit with other Christians, 
especially Evangelicals; a concern to present the 
Gospel in a God-honoring manner to non-Christians; 
and a truth-in-love attitude in disagreements.) 

Strong Careful engagement 
with other views of 
church and 
sacraments 

Pastoral 
Ministry 

Ability to minister the Word of God to hearts and lives 
of both churched and unchurched, to include 
preaching, teaching, leading in worship, leading and 
shepherding the local congregation, aiding in spiritual 
maturity, concern for non-Christians. 

Moderate Sound understanding 
of church and 
sacraments promotes 
wise pastoral ministry 

 


