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1. Course Description 

 

This course explores biblical doctrine from a systematic perspective. Topics include Scripture, 

theology proper, and anthropology (3 hours). 

 

2. Course Readings 

 

a. Bruce Riley Ashford and Craig G. Bartholomew, The Doctrine of Creation: A 

Constructive Kuyperian Approach (IVP Academic, 2020). 

 

b. Scott Swain, The Trinity: A Short Introduction (Crossway, 2020). 

 

c. Robert Letham and Kevin Giles, “Is the Son Eternally Submissive to the Father? An 

Egalitarian/Complementarian Debate,” Christian Research Institute – 

https://www.academia.edu/download/5633527/jas003.pdf 

 

d. Abigail Shrier, “Gender Ideology Run Amok,” Imprimis 50 (June/July 2021) – 

https://imprimis.hillsdale.edu/gender-ideology-run-amok/  

 

e. Jim Stump and Chad Meister, eds., Original Sin and the Fall: Five Views (IVP 

Academic, 2020). 

 

f. Timothy Ward, Words of Life: Scripture as the Living and Active Word of God (IVP 

Academic, 2009). 

 

g. Westminster Confession of Faith, chapters 1–9. 
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3. Class Attendance 

 

We will meet in person on the following dates; class meetings are 6–9 pm on Fridays and 8:30–

4:30 pm on Saturdays, Eastern Time: 

o Friday, Jan 28, 2021 – Saturday, Jan 29, 2021  

o Friday, Feb 25, 2021 – Saturday, Feb 26, 2021  

o Friday, Mar 25, 2021 – Saturday, Mar 26, 2021  

o Friday, Apr 22, 2021 – Saturday, Apr 23, 2021  

 

Students are expected to bring their copies of the Westminster Confession of Faith and the Bible 

to class every day. 

 

Class attendance will be imperative for successful completion of this course. The use of laptops, 

smart phones, or other electronic devices is not allowed during class time. 

 

4. Course Requirements 

 

a. Class Participation – Students are expected to attend each class session and 

participate in the discussion. 

b. Reading Assignments – Attached to the final exam, students will submit a reading 

report indicating the percentage of the reading completed. Please note that students 

are required to have completed specific readings before the respective class 

meetings (see schedule on p.3); for each reading, jot down any questions or specific 

observations that will help you participate in class when we discuss the reading.  

c. Theological Research Paper (due May 6 by 11:59pm) – Students will write a 12–15 

page paper (typed, double-spaced, 12 pt font), citing at least 8 scholarly sources. The 

paper must treat a doctrinal topic related to the content of the class (i.e., Scripture, 

Theology Proper and Anthropology). You are expected to use footnotes rather than 

endnotes and please include a formal bibliography. All papers must conform to Kate 

L. Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations (9th 

ed.). Please note that guidelines for writing a good research paper will be distributed 

in class. 

d. Final Exam (due May 6 by 11:59pm) – Students will take one exam that will test 

understanding and comprehension of material covered in class, readings, and assess 

the ability to articulate and communicate doctrinal material in a clear and coherent 

way. 

 

5. Course Grading 

a. Class participation    25% 

b. Reading assignments   20% 

c. Theological research paper  30% 

d. Final exam     25% 
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6. Course Policies 

a. All assignments and exams are to be completed by the deadlines announced in this 

syllabus or in class. 

 

b. Extensions for assignments and exams due within the normal duration of the course 

must be approved beforehand by the Professor. Extensions of two weeks or less 

beyond the date of the last deadline for the course must be approved beforehand by 

the Professor. A grade penalty may be assessed. 

 

c. Extensions of greater than two weeks but not more than six weeks beyond the last 

deadline for the course may be granted in extenuating circumstances (i.e. illness, 

family emergency). For an extension of more than two weeks the student must 

request an Extension Request Form from the Student Services Office. The request 

must be approved by the Professor and the Academic Dean. A grade penalty may be 

assessed. (RTS Catalog p. 42 and RTS Atlanta Student Handbook p. 14) 

 

d. Any incompletes not cleared six weeks after the last published due date for course 

work will be converted to a failing grade. Professors may have the failing grade 

changed to a passing grade by request. (RTS Catalog p. 42) 

 

e. Plagiarism: Plagiarism, whether intentional or unintentional, will result in a failing 

grade for the course. 

 

7. Class Schedule (draft) 

 

date    topic   reading   

Jan 28 (Fri)   Scripture  WCF, chs. 1–9  

Jan 29 (Sat)   Canon   Ward, Words of Life 

Feb 25 (Fri)   God/Trinity   Swain, Trinity 

Feb 26 (Sat)   God/Trinity  Letham/Giles, “Is the Son Eternally Submissive”  

Mar 25 (Fri)   Creation  Ashford/Bartholomew, Doctrine of Creation 

Mar 26 (Sat)   Providence/Humanity Shrier, “Gender Ideology” 

Apr 22 (Fri)   The Fall  Stump/Meister, Original Sin and the Fall 

Apr 23 (Sat)    Original Sin
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Course Objectives Related to MDiv* Student Learning Outcomes 
Course: ST 5150    
Professor: Madueme  
Campus: Atlanta, GA   
Date: Spring 2022 

MDiv* Student Learning Outcomes 
In order to measure the success of the MDiv curriculum, RTS has defined 

the following as the intended outcomes of the student learning process.  
Each course contributes to these overall outcomes. This rubric shows the 

contribution of this course to the MDiv outcomes. 
 *As the MDiv is the core degree at RTS, the MDiv rubric will be used in this syllabus. 

Rubric 
➢ Strong 

➢ Moderate 
➢ Minimal 

➢ None 

Mini-Justification 

Articulation 
(oral & 
written) 

Broadly understands and articulates knowledge, both 

oral and written, of essential biblical, theological, 

historical, and cultural/global information, including 

details, concepts, and frameworks. Also includes 

ability to preach and teach the meaning of Scripture to 

both heart and mind with clarity and enthusiasm. 

Strong Exam, paper 

Scripture 
 
 

Significant knowledge of the original meaning of 

Scripture.  Also, the concepts for and skill to research 
further into the original meaning of Scripture and to 

apply Scripture to a variety of modern circumstances. 

(Includes appropriate use of original languages and 

hermeneutics; and integrates theological, historical, 
and cultural/global perspectives.) 

Strong This class presents Christian doctrine 
with Scripture as the source and norm 

of theology.  

Reformed 
Theology 
 
 

Significant knowledge of Reformed theology and 
practice, with emphasis on the Westminster 

Standards.   

Strong This class presents Christian doctrine 
from a Reformed and orthodox 

perspective (and as reflected in the 
Westminster Standards). 

Sanctification 
 
 

Demonstrates a love for the Triune God that aids the 
student’s sanctification. 

Moderate Progressive sanctification will be 
emphasized in the lectures and class 

discussion.  

Desire for 
Worldview 
 

Burning desire to conform all of life to the Word of 
God. 

Strong This course will emphasize the 
significance of these doctrines for 

developing a coherent understanding 
of the world. 

Winsomely 
Reformed 
 

Embraces a winsomely Reformed ethos. (Includes an 
appropriate ecumenical spirit with other Christians, 

especially Evangelicals; a concern to present the 

Gospel in a God-honoring manner to non-Christians; 
and a truth-in-love attitude in disagreements.) 

Strong This course will involve reading and 
engaging wider catholic sources, and 

the professor will seek to model a 
winsome and humble approach to the 
material. 

Pastoral 
Ministry 
 
 

Ability to minister the Word of God to hearts and 

lives of both churched and unchurched, to include 
preaching, teaching, leading in worship, leading, and 

shepherding the local congregation, aiding in spiritual 

maturity, concern for non-Xns. 

Moderate Theology is essential to effective 
pastoral ministry. 

 

 


