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                            COURSE SYLLABUS 
 
Schedule 
 
Class sessions will be on Monday through Friday from 11:00am to 5:15pm.  
 
Course Description (in the RTS Catalogue) 
 
The objectives in this course are to study symbolism, Old Testament background, modes of interpretation, 
hermeneutical questions and approaches, the seven churches, the seven seals, the seven trumpets, and the 
seven bowls of wrath. Application of the Apocalypse also are considered: hope for the church and victory 
for believers. 
 
 
Approach and Further Objectives 
 
The primary purpose of this course is to gain an understanding of the Book of Revelation.  
This purpose will be carried out through an attempt (1) to understand the content of the 
book through exegetical methodology, (2) to comprehend the place of the Apocalypse in 
biblical revelation and in the context of the first century church, and (3) to attempt to 
determine the contemporary significance of the book.  The different interpretative 
approaches to the book will be surveyed, but emphasis will be placed on the professor's 
own understanding of the book in conjunction with the viewpoint of the textbook to be 
used in the course.  It will be seen that while the Apocalypse can be viewed as a 
futurology, it is perhaps even more appropriate to conceive of it as a psychology of the 
church throughout the ages.  A study of the book's imagery against its Old Testament 
background will lend support to this idea. The majority of the lectures will consist of a 
chapter-by-chapter study of the text of Revelation itself.  Therefore, the main goal will be 
to study the themes, structure, and imagery of John's Apocalypse. 
 
Content and Structure of the Course 
 
 This course consists of an analysis of the Greek text of the Apocalypse.  As I have 
often noted in some of my other exegesis course, there is a circulating story about a wise 
man who wanted to help a hungry beggar.  Instead of giving him a meal or money to buy 
food, he gave him a fishing pole.  When he was asked why, he answered and said, "If you 
give a man a fish, you feed him for a day, but if you teach a man to fish, you feed him for 
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a life-time."  The assignments of this course are built around this principle.  The course is 
primarily intended, not only to convey information for students’ memories, but to impart 
methods, tools and skills so that students may be able to mine information from the 
original biblical text for themselves.  Therefore, the student will be given opportunity to 
practice the use of the tools and methods of New Testament interpretation. Such practice 
will come through both daily assignments and the term paper.   
 Exegetical method is learned in two primary ways.  First, by listening and 
observing others exegete a text.  Second, and just as important, exegetical method is 
learned by repeated practice of exegeting texts by the students themselves, as long as the 
right methods are being practiced.  This course will attempt to apply these two ways of 
learning exegesis.  The daily assignments are designed to give students repeated practice.  
The grading of the assignments will evaluate how students are using the methods and will 
guide them into an increasing skill in using them.    
 Many of the goals of this course cannot be attained if students do not come to 
class sessions prepared for the day's assignment.  Through lecture, questions, answers, 
debate, discussion, etc. we will all attempt to understand the meaning of the text better.  
Therefore, come prepared to participate in such discussions.  Class participation will 
affect your grade.  Indeed, students must not miss more than 25% of classes with 
unexcused absences, since the goals of the class cannot be met without attendance of, at 
least, 80% of the classes; petition for excused absences must be submitted to the 
professor. 
 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
Requirements for Greek Students: The requirements of the course revolve around the 
purpose and structure of the course.  Therefore, the requirements are the following; 
fourfold:  
 

(1) Outside of Class Translation: Students should translate Revelation 1-7 in 
Greek. The student should hand in the following with respect to their translation 
work by the date of Feb. 28, 2022: verse-by-verse translation notes of Revelation 
1-7 consisting of vocabulary and parsing or declining of the words which the 
student needed to look up in order to complete the translation for each verse. 
 
(2) Translation in Class: Students should be able to follow along in the Greek 
text as best they can and be prepared to translate the portion of Revelation being 
lectured on for the day; though they will not be graded on this in-class Greek 
translation, they will be called on to translate and given a check mark for 
attempting to translate. The only English translation referred to in class will be the 
NASB.  I recommend the purchase of the Greek-English NT which UBS 
publishes, which has RSV on one page and NA28 on the facing page.  Students 
should be able to translate when asked (no interlinears, translation notes or 
references to English translations will be allowed when the student is translating 
orally in class). 
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(3) Short Written Assignments: There will be three daily assignments consisting 
of logical analyses (or discourse analyses). Do a discourse analysis of the 
following passages in English (but based on a translation of the Greek): (a) Rev. 
1:12-20; (b) Rev. 4:1-11; (c) Rev. 6:1-8. A model for this assignment will be 
given. If Greek students do not know how to do discourse analysis, I will have 
a seminar in which to teach them.  
Due on Feb. 28, 2022.  
 
(4) An Exegesis Paper based on the Greek text of Revelation 20:1-8.  This will 
be a 16-18 page (no more than approx. 6,500 words) paper with interaction with 
secondary literature (10 commentaries and 5 articles). The paper should follow 
the format of the model exegesis papers that will be provided. The term exegesis 
paper will be due on Feb. 28, 2022. 
 
(5) Required Reading: Beale, G. K., REVELATION: A SHORTER 
COMMENTARY. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2015.  529 pages. Due on Feb. 28, 
2022. 
 
For two points of extra credit: G. K. Beale, THE BOOK OF REVELATION.  
New InternationalGreek Testament Commentary Series; ed. by I. H. Marshall and 
D. Hagner; Grand Rapids, USA/Cambridge, England: Eerdmans and Carlisle: 
Paternoster, 1998.  1154 pages. 
 
(6) Reading Revelation 1-22 in an English translation: Students are expected to 
have an English Bible and to follow along in the English text of Revelation. The 
only English translation referred to in class will be the NASB. Students are to 
read the entire Book of Revelation in an English translation (either in the 
NASB or the ESV). This reading is due on Feb. 28, 2022. 
 

 
 Requirements for Non-Greek Students 
 

The requirements of the course revolve around the purpose and structure of the 
course.  Therefore, the requirements are the following:  
 
(1) Reading Revelation 1-22 in an English translation: Students are expected to 
have an English Bible and to follow along in the English text of Revelation. The 
only English translation referred to in class will be the NASB. Students are to 
read the entire Book of Revelation in an English translation (either in the 
NASB or the ESV). This reading is due on Feb. 28, 2022. 

 
(2) Short Written Assignments: Students will be expected to do three short 
written assignments (one page each). These assignments will consist of studies on 
the use of the OT in the NT (in Revelation). Instruction about how to do these 
assignments will be given. These assignments are to be completed and handed in 
on Feb. 28, 2022.  
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(3) An Exegesis Paper based on the English text of Revelation 20:1-8. This will 
be a 16-18 page (no more than approx. 6,500 words) paper with interaction with 
secondary literature (10 commentaries and 5 articles). The paper should follow 
the format of the models at the online course site. The term exegesis paper will 
be due on Feb. 28, 2022. 
 
(4) Required Secondary Reading: Beale, G. K., REVELATION: A SHORTER 
COMMENTARY. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2015.  529 pages. Due on Feb. 28, 
2022. 
 Non-Greek students will also be expected to read Richard Bauckham, 
The Theology of the Book of Revelation (Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press, 1993), pp. 1-108. This required reading is due on Feb. 28, 2022. 

 
For two points of extra credit: G. K. Beale, THE BOOK OF REVELATION.  
New InternationalGreek Testament Commentary Series; ed. by I. H. Marshall and 
D. Hagner; Grand Rapids, USA/Cambridge, England: Eerdmans and Carlisle: 
Paternoster, 1998.  1154 pages. If this is read, it needs to be reported by Feb. 28, 
2022. 

 
A Comment on the Required Reading for All Students 
 

The reading should be completed outside of class.  The required commentary 
reading will help students understand the meaning of the Apocalypse better and, 
therefore, help students to follow better class lectures on the particular sections of text 
being discussed.  A thorough reading of the commentary will help you better write your 
term papers, since it will readily make you more sensitive to the overall context of the 
passage you are exegeting.  But always do your own exegesis before consulting 
commentaries. 

The work by William Hendrickson, MORE THAN CONQUERORS (Grand 
Rapids: Baker, 1982) should be read along with my commentary, but I am not going to 
demand that student’s report their reading of it.  Ideally, it would be good to use 
Hendriksen more as “devotional reading” during the course.  Students should keep up 
with the textbook readings that correspond with the chapters of the Apocalypse being 
lectured on for any particular class period. There is a reading checkoff box at the end of 
the syllabus for all students to report on their reading and to hand in at the end of the 
course (Feb. 28, 2022).  

Students cannot make higher than a “B-“ unless 100% of the required reading is 
completed.  Students will fail the course if, at least, 50% of the reading is not completed.  

 
 
A Comment on the Nature of In-Class Translation for Greek Students: 
 
1.  I recommend the purchase of the Greek-English NT which UBS publishes, which has 
RSV on one page and NA28 on the facing page.  Students should be able to translate when 
asked (no interlinears, translation notes or references to English translations will be 
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allowed when the student is translating orally in class). Remember that students will not 
be graded on oral translation but should be prepared to follow along in the Greek. The 
only English translation referred to in class will be the NASB.  I 
 
A Comment on the Daily Participation Grade for All Students: 
 
Class roll will be taken at the beginning of each class. Class attendance will form a 
significant part of the “Daily Participation Grade.” Students must not miss more than 
80% of classes, since the goals of the class cannot be met without attendance of, at least, 
80% of the classes; petition for excused absences must be submitted to the professor.  
 
*The professor reserves the right to adjust a student's grade lower or higher dependent on 
their overall performance in the class, especially in light of class participation, 
demonstrated comprehension of required reading, etc. 
 
  
 
Grading Percentages 
 

For Greek Students 
 
(1) Greek Translation of Rev. 1-7: 10% (in-class translation) 
(2)  Short Written (DA) Assignments:  15% 
(3) Exegesis Paper:  55%.   
(4) Daily Participation Grade: 5%. 
(5) Reading of Beale’s Revelation Commentary 10% 
(6) Reading of Revelation 1-22 in an English translation (in the NASB or ESV) 5% 
 
For Non-Greek Students 
 
(1) Exegesis Paper:  65%.   
(2) Short Written (OT in NT) Assignments 15%. 
(3) Daily Participation Grade: 5%. 
(4) Reading of Beale’s Revelation Commentary and Bauckham’s Theology of the 

Book of Revelation, pp. 1-108  10% 
(5) Reading of Revelation 1-22 in an English translation (in the NASB or ESV) 5% 

 
All shorter written assignments, the term paper, and the required reading will 

be due on Feb. 28, 2022. 
 

COURSE	GRADING	SCALE	 

For the grading scale for this course consult the online RTS catalogue: 
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Recommended Commentaries on Revelation 
 
Aune, D. REVELATION.  Vol. 1-3. Word Biblical Commentary. Dallas: Word Books/ 

Nashville: Nelson. 
Bauckham, R.  THE CLIMAX OF PROPHECY.  Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1993. 
Beale, G. K.  THE USE OF THE BOOK OF DANIEL IN JEWISH 
 APOCALYPTIC LITERATURE AND IN THE REVELATION OF ST. JOHN.   

Lanham:  University Press of America, 1984, pp. 154-328. 
BEALE, G. K.  JOHN’S USE OF THE OLD TESTAMENT IN 

REVELATION. Journal for the Study of the New Testament Supplement Series 
166.  Sheffield: JSOT Press; January, 1999.  400 pages. 

Caird, G. B.  THE REVELATION OF ST. JOHN THE DIVINE. New York: Harper & 
 Row, 1966. 
Hendriksen, W.  MORE THAN CONQUERORS. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1982. 
Hill, C. E.  Regnum Caelorum.  Patterns of Millennial Thought in Early Christianity.  
Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2001. 

Johnson, A. F.  REVELATION. Expositor's Bible Commentary Series, Vol. 12. Grand  
Rapids: Zondervan, 1981. 

Johnson, D. E.  TRIUMPH OF THE LAMB. Phillipsburg, N.J.: 
 Presbyterian and Reformed, 2001. 

Koester, Craig R. Revelation: A New Translation and Commentary. New Haven: Yale, 
2014. 

Mounce, R. H.  THE BOOK OF REVELATION.  New International 
 Commentary on the New Testament. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1977. 

Osborne, G. R. Revelation.  Baker Exegetical Commentary Series.  Grand Rapids:  
Baker,2002. 

Poythress, V. S.  THE RETURNING KING. Phillipsburg, N.J.: 
  Presbyterian and Reformed, 2000. 
Smalley, S. S. The Revelation to John.  Downers Grove: IVP, 2005   
Swete, H. B.  THE APOCALYPSE OF JOHN. Grand Rapids:  Eerdmans,  1951. 
 
N.B.:  For other relevant texts see the bibliography in my Commentary.  
 
Tentative Schedule of Lecture Topics (there are twelve three-hour class sessions [= 36 
hours] for which are scheduled the following 29 lecture topics; there are no assigned 
dates, however, for each lecture topic, since there will likely be abbreviation of some 
topics and expansion of others): 
 1.  Introduction to the course; the nature of Revelation as "revelation" 
 2.  The nature of Revelation as "apocalyptic" 
 3.  The use and interpretation of symbolism in Revelation 
 4.  The use and interpretation of symbolism in Revelation (continued) 
 5.  The different interpretive approaches to Revelation 
 6.  The structure of Revelation 
 7.  The structure of Revelation (continued) 
 8.  The structure of Revelation (continued) 
9.  The theological framework of Revelation 
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10.  The theological framework of Revelation (continued) 
11.  A survey of Daniel 2 and 7 as a background for Revelation 
12.  Commentary on Revelation 1 
13.  Commentary on Revelation 1 (continued) 
14.  Commentary on Revelation 2 
15.  Commentary on Revelation 2 (continued) 
16.  Commentary on Revelation 2 (continued) 
17.  Commentary on Revelation 3 
18.  Commentary on Revelation 4-5 
19.  Commentary on Revelation 4-5 (continued) 
20.  Commentary on Revelation 6:1-8 
21.  Commentary on Revelation 6:9-17 
22.  Commentary on Revelation 7 
23.  Commentary on Revelation 7 (continued) 
24.  Commentary on Revelation 8-9 
25.  Commentary on Revelation 10:1-11:13 
26.  Commentary on Revelation 11 (continued) 
27.  Commentary on Revelation 12-19 (overview) 
28.  Commentary on Revelation 20 
29.  Commentary on Revelation 20 (continued) 
 
*****The professor reserves the right to expand or abbreviate any of the above lecture 
topics depending upon what he thinks needs to be emphasized.  
 
Greek Student Reading Checkoff List 
 

! Beale, G. K., REVELATION: A SHORTER COMMENTARY. Grand Rapids: 
Eermdans, 2015.  529 pages. 

 
! Translation of Revelation 1-7 in Greek 

 
***If 100% of the reading (or translation) is not completed, then write in the percentage 
that has been completed. 
 

 
Non-Greek Student Checkoff Reading Checkoff List 
 

! Beale, G. K., REVELATION: A SHORTER COMMENTARY. Grand Rapids: 
Eermdans, 2015.  529 pages. 

! Bauckham, Richard, The Theology of the Book of Revelation (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 1993), pp. 1-108. 
 
***If 100% of the reading (or translation) is not completed, then write in the percentage 
that has been completed. 
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Remember: For two points of extra credit: G. K. Beale, THE BOOK OF 
REVELATION.  New InternationalGreek Testament Commentary Series; ed. by 
I. H. Marshall and D. Hagner; Grand Rapids, USA/Cambridge, England: 
Eerdmans and Carlisle: Paternoster, 1998.  1154 pages. 
 

Full Paper Guidelines for All Students 
 
 The paper is to be no more than approximately 6,500 words (= approximately 18pp.). 
Word counts are determined by considering five characters to be one word.  ***

 The paper should follow the format of the model exegesis papers provided for 
the class.  
 The student should not consult Beale’s longer commentary on Rev. 20:1-8 until 
after the rough draft of exegesis paper has been written.  Then the student should consult 
the longer commentary and interact with it negatively or positively or both in the light of 
what the student has already written, and integrate it where relevant in the paper. From 
the beginning of their research, students may, however, consult the relevant 
bibliographical references on Revelation 20 at the front of Beale’s commentary for the 
writing of the “paper proper.”  

The following should also be added as an “appendix” to Greek student papers 
(not included in the page limit [word count]): a sentence flow in Greek, a discourse 
analysis in English, an exegetical and homiletical idea, and a discussion of two textual 
problems in your assigned passage in one paragraph each; a listing of the marginal 
references in NA28 for Rev. 20:1-8.  
 Suggestion:  I am especially interested in students who attempt to investigate any 
OT (and possibly Jewish) background which might especially bear upon significant 
points of interpretation of the text. 
 
***A With respect to late term papers, there will be a five point penalty for each 
day past the due date the paper is passed in.  Furthermore, the date the late paper is 
finally turned in must be stated on the paper or else the date the professor actually 
finds the paper will be put on it.  Obviously, there will be no penalty for late papers 
when there has been serious illness (documented by a doctor).  
 
As noted repeatedly above, the student will submit an approximately 16-18 page paper 
(not more than 6,500 words) research paper, exclusive of cover page and bibliography. 
This paper must demonstrate awareness of and competence in both the primary and 
secondary literature.  
 
You must submit your paper in hard copy form in a box outside the professor’s office. If 
the student is out of town, then the paper may be submitted electronically. Submit your 
paper through Canvas, and be sure to submit it as a PDF attachment only.  
 
The paper should have the following elements and meet the following guidelines:  

• A concise introduction that reflects your awareness of the pertinent issues 
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• A strong, incisive, clearly-stated thesis in the opening of the paper 
• A cogent argument that is integrally tied to and flows from your thesis 
• Organization that is both inherent to the paper and evident to your reader 
• A conclusion that properly concludes the argument of your paper, concisely 

reflecting on the implications of your thesis for our understanding of the theology 
of Paul and of its significance for the church today.  

• Appropriate exegetical and biblical-theological treatment of the biblical data 
relevant to your topic 

• Fair and decisive engagement of the secondary literature. You should engage 
positions that are similar to your own and positions with which you disagree.  

• Use of at least 11 commentaries and 5 journal articles,. “Use” means not 
merely inclusion in a bibliography, but also footnote referencing in your paper. 
Do not string together quotations in your paper, and be sure to keep your 
quotations concise and to the point.  

• Footnotes (not endnotes or parenthetical references!). Footnotes should be single 
spaced, 10 pt font. The first line of each footnote should be indented.  

• Pagination – each page should be clearly numbered 
• Consistent, readable margins – ½ to 1 inch margins on each side of the text 
• Text set in left justification, Times New Roman font, 12 pt. Set your indentation 

at ½ inch. 
• Double or 1.5 spacing only 
• Greek or Hebrew, typed (no transliterations) 
• Documentation according to format and standards prescribed in the SBL 

Handbook of Style – this applies both to the body of the paper and the 
bibliography. Please take special note of the abbreviations.  

• Absence of typographical, grammatical, syntactical, or spelling errors. Such errors 
will result in a lower grade on your paper. Proofread!  

• The term paper must not be written on front and back of pages. 
 
 
Further Instructions for Writing a Good Paper  

 
In grading your final paper, I will make reference to the following criteria (in addition 
to the guidelines just set forth above). I have adopted these criteria, with slight 
modification, from a syllabus of Dr. W. Duncan Rankin and Dr. Guy Waters.  
 
General 
Is the paper interesting? substantial? well-written?  
Is the paper sufficiently focused or developed?  
Is the paper organized? organized clearly?  
Development and Flow 
Does the paper show clear plan and purpose?  
Treatment 
Is the thesis of your paper stated clearly? Is your thesis pedestrian?  
Does your paper raise more issues than you have adequately addressed in it?  
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Does your paper raise issues that cannot be adequately addressed in a paper of this  
 scope and length? 
Does your paper provide sufficient data to enable the reader to understand the  
 problems and issues?  
Does your paper set forth and engage various positions fully? fairly? objectively? 
Does your paper provide careful, biblical exegesis? THIS WILL BE ONE OF THE 
MOST IMPORTANT ELEMENTS OF YOUR PAPER! 
Do your conclusions follow from the premises and data you set forth in the paper?  
Does your paper evidence knowledge of and interaction with the broader Reformed  
 tradition? views within modern evangelicalism? non-evangelical views?  
Does your paper have material that should have been excised? Does it have material 

that is not germane to the subject?  
Is the length of your paper adequate to address the issues raised?  
Documentation 
Is your paper well documented? adequately documented? poorly documented?  
Bibliography 
Does your paper have a bibliography?  
Is your bibliography excellent? adequate? poor? 
Does your paper omit key secondary sources that should have been included?  
Appearance 
Is your paper neat in appearance? Is your paper annoying to read?  
Errors 
Does your paper have typographical errors? grammatical errors? syntactical errors? 
spelling errors?  
Time of Submission 
Was your paper submitted on time?  
Did you submit it in both hard copy and/or electronically (per syllabus instructions)?  
 
Your assigned grade is based upon the following: your successful completion of the 
instructions for this assignment, as those instructions are set forth in this syllabus; 
your overall quality of presentation; my assessment of your grasp of the subject 
matter; your skill in communicating the material; the quality of your work relative to 
your peers in the course. 

 
 
 


