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Reformed	Theological	Seminary	
02NT5250	·	Acts	and	Romans	(Hybrid)	

Course	Syllabus	·	Winter	2022	·	RTS-Orlando	
	

1. Course	Details	
• 2	credit	hours	
• Semester	dates:	December	1st,	2021	–	February	12th,	2022	
• Hybrid	week	in-class	dates:	January	10–14,	2022	
• Course	description:	“A	study	of	Acts	and	Paul’s	Epistle	to	the	Romans	that	

emphasizes	both	the	original	meaning	and	the	modern	meaning”	(RTS	Catalog	
2021–2023,	p.	71).	

	
2. Instructor	Information	

• Zachary	J.	Cole,	Ph.D.,	Associate	Professor	of	New	Testament,	RTS-O	
• E-mail:	zcole@rts.edu			
• Office:	Orlando	Campus	#3-214	
• Office	phone:	407-278-8167	
• Office	hours:	e-mail	to	arrange	an	appointment	
	

3. Course	Objectives	
• To	understand	the	background,	content,	message,	and	redemptive-historical	

significance	of	Acts	and	Romans.	
• To	understand	and	evaluate	recent	scholarly	contributions	to	the	study	of	

Acts	and	Romans.	
• To	consolidate	and	deepen	exegetical	skills	in	the	interpretation	of	key	

passages.	
	

4. Bibliography	(Required	Textbooks)	
• John	M.	G.	Barclay,	Paul	and	the	Power	of	Grace	(Grand	Rapids,	MI:	

Eerdmans,	2020).	[eBook]	
• Michael	J.	Kruger,	ed.,	A	Biblical-Theological	Introduction	to	the	New	

Testament:	The	Gospel	Realized	(Wheaton,	IL:	Crossway,	2016),	chapters	on	
Acts	(R.	Cara)	and	Romans	(G.	Waters).	[eBook]	

• Herman	Ridderbos,	Paul:	An	Outline	of	His	Theology,	trans.	John	Richard	de	
Witt	(Grand	Rapids,	MI:	Eerdmans,	1975),	pages	1–361.1	

• Alan	J.	Thompson,	Acts	of	the	Risen	Lord	Jesus:	Luke’s	Account	of	God’s	
Unfolding	Plan	(Grand	Rapids,	MI:	Baker,	2011).	[eBook]	

• Acts	and	Romans,	in	a	version	of	your	choice	
	

	

 
1	If	you	have	already	read	Ridderbos,	pages	1–361,	for	another	course,	you	must	read	pages	362–562.	
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5. Course	Requirements	
	
There	are	five	course	requirements:	one	reading	quiz	(15%),	four	discussion	
posts/replies	(15%),	one	exegetical	research	paper	(35%),	and	one	final	exam	
(35%).	To	pass	the	course,	students	must	complete	all	the	requirements.	

	
Reading	Quiz	(15%):	You	are	free	read	the	textbooks	at	your	own	pace	up	until	the	
reading	quiz.	In	Canvas,	and	prior	to	hybrid	week,	you	must	complete	the	reading	
quiz	that	will	assess	your	comprehension	of	the	set	textbooks	(only	Barclay,	
Ridderbos,	and	Thompson).	The	quiz	will	have	about	thirty	questions	(multiple	
choice,	true/false,	etc.)	covering	the	main	points	of	the	readings.	You	will	have	forty-
five	minutes	to	complete	the	quiz.	It	is	a	closed	book	quiz	(no	notes,	books,	or	any	
helps	are	permitted).	DUE	DATE:	prior	to	Jan	8th,	2022	@	5:00	pm.	
	
Discussion	posts/replies	(15%):	In	Canvas,	at	the	beginning	of	the	semester,	
make	one	initial	post	introducing	yourself	to	the	class.	Prior	to	hybrid	week,	you	
must	complete	four	discussion	posts	of	at	least	250	words	each	and	make	at	least	
three	responses	to	other	students’	posts	(100	words	each).	Discussion	post	topics	
are	the	following:	

1. Select	one	idea	you	found	interesting	in	Thompson,	Acts	of	the	Risen	Lord	
Jesus,	and	critically	evaluate	it.		

2. Explain	how	the	theme	of	either	prayer,	or	persecution,	or	signs,	
contributes	to	the	overall	purpose	of	Acts.	

3. Select	one	idea	you	found	interesting	in	Ridderbos,	Paul:	An	Outline	of	his	
Theology,	and	critically	evaluate	it.	

4. Select	one	idea	you	found	interesting	in	Barclay,	Paul	and	the	Power	of	
Grace,	and	critically	evaluate	it.	

	
For	posts	that	require	critical	evaluation,	you	are	free	to	select	whatever	aspect	of	
the	author’s	work	you	choose,	but	you	must	express	a	position	on	it	(either	agree	or	
disagree),	and	you	must	give	rationale	and	evidence	for	your	evaluation.	Note	that	
“critical	evaluation”	does	not	necessarily	mean	negative;	it	means	your	thoughtful	
appraisal	of	whether	or	not	the	author	has	persuasively	made	their	point	and	why.	
You	will	not	receive	a	grade	for	each	individual	post	and	reply,	but	for	their	overall	
completion,	quality,	and	charity.	DUE	DATE:	prior	to	Jan	8th,	2022	@	5:00	pm.	
	
Romans	exegetical	paper	(35%):	Write	an	exegetical	essay	of	2,500	words	(give	
or	take	10%)	on	either	Romans	2:1–11	or	Romans	10:1–13	with	a	dual	focus:	(1)	
what	does	the	passage	mean?,	and	(2)	how	does	this	passage	contribute	to	the	rest	
of	Romans?	You	can	structure	the	essay	as	you	like	(e.g.,	verse-by-verse	or	
thematic).	Students	must	engage	with	relevant	scholarly	resources,	including	both	
commentaries	and	journal	articles.	Students	with	Greek	must	engage	with	the	
primary	text.	See	grading	criteria	below.	DUE	DATE:	prior	to	Feb	12th,	2022	@	5	
pm.	
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Final	exam	(35%):	The	final	exam	will	cover	the	audio	lecture	material	(Acts)	and	
hybrid	week	lectures	(Romans),	but	not	the	textbooks.	It	will	contain	essay	
questions	requiring	different	lengths	of	answers,	from	a	couple	of	sentences	to	a	
couple	of	paragraphs.	Students	will	have	two	hours	to	complete	the	exam.	You	may	
use	a	Bible,	but	not	notes	or	books.	Further	guidance	will	be	given.	DUE	DATE:	prior	
to	Feb	12th,	2022	@	5	pm.		
	
	
6. Course	Requirement	Summary	

• Reading	quiz	 15%	 due	by	Jan	8	@	5	pm	
• Discussion	posts/replies	 15%	 due	by	Jan	8	@	5	pm	
• Romans	exegetical	paper	 35%	 due	by	Feb	12	@	5	pm	
• Final	exam	 35%	 due	by	Feb	12	@	5	pm	

	
7. Grading	System		

A		 (97-100)		 4.00		
A-		 (94-96)		 3.66		
B+		 (91-93)		 3.33		
B		 (88-90)		 3.00		
B-		 (86-87)		 2.66		
C+		 (83-85)		 2.33		
C		 (80-82)		 2.00		
C-		 (78-79)		 1.66		
D+		 (75-77)		 1.33		
D		 (72-74)		 1.00		
D-		 (70-71)		 0.66		
F		 (below	70)		 0.00		
I		 (incomplete)		 –		
W		 (withdraw)		 –		
S		 (satisfactory)		 –		
P		 (passing)		 –		

	
8. Other	Information	

• This	course	is	designed	for	hybrid	format,	meaning	that	a	significant	amount	
of	work	will	be	required	of	you	both	prior	to	and	after	the	hybrid	week.		

• The	professor	is	under	no	obligation	to	accept	work	submitted	after	the	
published	due	date.	

• Technology:	students	are	permitted	use	laptops	and/or	tablets	during	the	
hybrid	week	lectures,	provided	they	do	not	prove	disruptive,	distracting,	or	
detrimental	to	learning.	The	professor	reserves	the	right	to	ban	them.	

• Students	with	documented	disabilities	may	be	granted	reasonable	
adjustments	for	course	requirements	in	discussion	with	the	professor.		
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9. Course	Schedule	
	

Due	Date		 Activities		
By	Dec	8th,	2021	 o Log	in	to	Canvas,	access	content		

o Make	introductory	post	
By	Jan	8th,	2022	@	
5:00	pm	

o Complete	all	assigned	readings,	including	Acts		
o Complete	all	discussion	posts	and	replies	
o Complete	reading	quiz	
o Listen	to	Acts	lectures	

Jan	10–14,	2022	 o Attend	hybrid	week	lectures		
By	Feb	12th,	2022	
@	5:00	pm	

o Complete	reading	of	Romans	
o Complete	final	exam	
o Complete	exegetical	essay	

	
10. Grading	Criteria	
	

Grading	Criteria	for	Romans	exegetical	essay	(35%)	
Student	name:	_________________________	

	
Criteria	 Comment	

Format	and	Style:	the	student	abides	by	the	
style	guide,	word	limit,	and	writes	in	clear	
and	correct	English	prose	

	

Argument:	the	student	argues	a	clearly	
articulated	thesis	and	provides	supporting	
evidence.	

	

Exegesis:	the	student	demonstrates	
awareness	of	interpretive	problems	and	
discernment	about	how	these	can	be	solved.	

	

Research:	the	student	engages	carefully	
with	relevant	and	recent	academic	resources	
on	Romans.	

	

Significance:	the	student	explains	how	their	
chosen	passage	relates	to	the	overall	
message	and	purpose	of	Romans.	

	

Integrity:	the	student	conducts	their	study	
and	writing	with	academic	integrity,	
honesty,	and	Christian	charity.	

	

Overall	comment(s)	and	grade:		 	
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Course Objectives Related to MDiv* Student Learning Outcomes 

Course:  Acts and Romans (NT5250)   
Professor: Zachary Cole   
Campus: Orlando   
Date: Winter 2022   

 

MDiv* Student Learning Outcomes 
In order to measure the success of the MDiv curriculum, RTS has defined 
the following as the intended outcomes of the student learning process. 
Each course contributes to these overall outcomes. This rubric shows the 

contribution of this course to the MDiv outcomes.  
*As the MDiv is the core degree at RTS, the MDiv rubric will be used in this syllabus.   

Rubric 
• Strong 
• Moderate 
• Minimal 
• None 

Mini-Justification 

Articulation  
 (oral & 
written) 

Broadly understands and articulates knowledge, 
both oral and written, of essential biblical, 
theological, historical, and cultural/global 
information, including details, concepts, and 
frameworks. Also includes ability to preach and 
teach the meaning of Scripture to both heart and 
mind with clarity and enthusiasm. 

Strong The essay, research paper, and 
exam require students to 
understand and articulate 
essential biblical knowledge.  
 

Scripture 
 
 

Significant knowledge of the original meaning of 
Scripture.  Also, the concepts for and skill to 
research further into the original meaning of 
Scripture and to apply Scripture to a variety of 
modern circumstances. (Includes appropriate use of 
original languages and hermeneutics; and 
integrates theological, historical, and 
cultural/global perspectives.) 

 
Strong 

The course content and 
assignments focus directly on 
the original meaning of 
Scripture. 

Reformed 
Theology 
 
 

Significant knowledge of Reformed theology and 
practice, with emphasis on the Westminster 
Standards.   

 
Moderate 

Traditional categories of 
Reformed theology are 
discussed in class and engaged 
in the Romans paper. 

Sanctification 
 
 

Demonstrates a love for the Triune God that aids 
the student’s sanctification. 

 
Minimal 

Direct engagement with 
Scripture (Acts & Rom) allows 
students to encounter God in 
his self-revelation. 

Worldview  
 

Burning desire to conform all of life to the Word of 
God. Includes ability to interact within a 
denominational context, within the broader 
worldwide church, and with significant public 
issues. 

 
Minimal 

In lectures, students will be 
pushed to apply their reading to 
relevant issues in the 
contemporary world. 

Winsomely 
Reformed 
 

Embraces a winsomely Reformed ethos. (Includes 
an appropriate ecumenical spirit with other 
Christians, especially Evangelicals; a concern to 
present the Gospel in a God-honoring manner to 
non-Christians; and a truth-in-love attitude in 
disagreements.) 

 
Moderate 

Non-Reformed positions are 
discussed charitably and fairly in 
class and in the Romans paper.   

Pastoral 
Ministry 

Ability to minister the Word of God to hearts and 
lives of both churched and unchurched, to include 
preaching, teaching, leading in worship, leading and 
shepherding the local congregation, aiding in 
spiritual maturity, concern for non-Christians. 

 
Minimal 

Instructor will frequently push 
students to consider how Acts & 
Rom are to be applied in 
pastoral ministry. 
 

 
 


