
 
REFORMED THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY – WASHINGTON, DC 

 

COURSE SYLLABUS 

Genesis–Deuteronomy 06OT5200 

 

Fall Semester 2021 

Thursday 7:00 PM – 10:00 PM 

September 10 – October 23 

 
 

 

INSTRUCTOR:  

Rev. S. A. Fix, Ph.D. 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

 Phone: (301) 814-4770  

 E-mail: pastor.fix@gmail.com 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  
An expository overview of the literature, history, and Biblical-theological themes of redemption as 

introduced in Genesis through Deuteronomy, including creation, covenant, kingdom, promise, and 

fulfillment. The goal throughout the course will be toward not only understanding and exegeting, 

but also responsibly teaching and preaching Christ from these narrative texts. 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

 

Comprehension: 

1. To increase your knowledge of the English Bible of the books Genesis–Deuteronomy. 

2. To increase your understanding of the redemptive historical message(s) of the books Genesis–

Deuteronomy, both individually and together. 

3. To increase your knowledge of creation, covenant, and calling a people out to be God’s 

covenant people, with an introduction to current scholarly discourse on this. 

 

Competence: 

1. To sharpen your ability to interpret Genesis–Deuteronomy in their historical, theological, and 

literary contexts. 

2. To sharpen your ability to teach and preach Genesis–Deuteronomy in the context of the local 

church. 

3. To prepare those who are called to the ministry for licensure and ordination exams at their 

local presbyteries. 

 

Character: 

1. To deepen your application of the teaching in Genesis–Deuteronomy to your personal spiritual 

life. 

2. To grow in your faith, hope, and love that comes from understanding the gospel of Jesus 

Christ as it is foreshadowed and revealed in the books of Genesis–Deuteronomy. 
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REQUIRED TEXTS: 

1. The Pentateuch in your favorite English translation: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and 

Deuteronomy. 

 

2. T. D. Alexander. From Paradise to Promised Land: An Introduction to the Pentateuch. Grand 

Rapids: Baker Academy, 2002. 

 

3. Michael Brown and Zach Keele. Sacred Bond: Covenant Theology Explored. Reformed 

Fellowship, 2012. (Kindle available on Amazon; print available at reformedfellowship.net) 

 

4. Geerhardus Vos. Biblical Theology: Old and New Testaments. Eerdmans, 1948. (pp. 1–182) 

 

5. Victor P. Hamilton. Handbook on the Pentateuch. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2005. 

 

6. Meredith G. Kline. Images of the Spirit. 1986. Wipf & Stock reprint, 1999. (chs. 1–2) 

 

7. Miles Van Pelt, ed. A Biblical-Theological Introduction to the Old Testament: The Gospel 

Promised. Crossway, 2016. (pp. 23–158) 

 

8. Bill T. Arnold and Bryan E. Beyer. Readings from the Ancient Near East. Grand Rapids: Baker 

Books, 1999. (selection of readings in Part I [1–136]) 

 

9. Supplementary readings may be provided in PDF form during the class as needed. 

 

 

 

REQUIREMENTS: 

o Attendance: You are required to attend each class. If you know you cannot make it to a class 

session, notify me in advance. 

 

o Reading Report: See below for details. 

 

o Genesis 1 Class Presentation: See below for details. 

 

o Quizzes: There will be five quizzes about basic knowledge of each book of the Pentateuch. These 

questions are not asking about interpretations. It is to test your basic comprehension of the content 

of the English Bible. The dates of each quiz is below: 

 

Sept 9  Genesis 

Sept 23 Exodus 

Oct 21  Leviticus 

Nov 4  Numbers 

Nov 18  Deuteronomy 

 

o Term Paper: You will write one term paper. See below for details. 

 

o Student-to-Student Interaction: You are required to go onto Canvas and submit 5 entries in the 

“Student-to-Student” section (under “Assignment” or “Discussion”). They can be original posts, 

or responses to a classmate. They must be a substantial entry. Due date is Thursday December 9. 
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o Exam (Professor-Student Interactions): There will be one EXAM—no Midterm. The exam will 

take the form of 7 “Professor-to-Student” questions that you must answer on Canvas (under 

“Assignment” or “Discussion”). These questions will be provided during the semester. Each 

answer should be approximately 1-2 pages in length. Due date is Saturday Dec 11. 

 

o Total Grade: 

 Student-to-Student: 5% of total grade 

 Reading Report:  10% of total grade 

 Quizzes:   15% of total grade 

 Term Paper:  30% of total grade 

 Final Exam:  40% of total grade 

 

The following scale will be used to determine your final grade:  A (97-100), A- (94-96), B+ (91-

93). B (88-90), B- (86-87), C+ (83-85), C (80-82), C- (78-79), D+ (75-77), D (72-74), D- (70-71), 

F (below 70). 

 

 

OFFICE HOURS: 

I meet with students by appointment, and enjoy interacting further with students as possible. The 

contact information given above is for your use, so please feel free to contact me as you wish. I 

will respond as promptly as I am able. I’d love to get together with you to discuss Scripture, 

theology, ministry, and life. 
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READING REPORT FORM 

 

 

 

Provide the date in which you completed each of the required reading assignments and turn this form in 

on the due date for Reading Reports (December 18). 

 

 

 

NAME:  

 

 

 

 

 Victor Hamilton 

Handbook on the Pentateuch            

 

 

 T. D. Alexander 

From Paradise to Promised Land           

 

 

 Michael Brown and Zach Keele 

Sacred Bond: Covenant Theology Explored         

 

 

 Miles V. Van Pelt, ed. 

A Biblical-Theological Introduction 

to the Old Testament:  

Gospel Promised (pp. 23–158)            

 

 

 Geerhardus Vos 

Biblical Theology (pp. 3-182)            

 

 

 Meredith G. Kline 

Images of the Spirit (Chapters 1 and 2)             
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GENESIS 1 CLASS PRESENTATION 

Interpretations on the Creation Days of Genesis 1:1–2:3 

 

 

Students will write a 3-5 page paper and prepare it for class discussion. The subject of the paper will be 

“The Interpretation of the Creation Days of Genesis 1:1-2:3.” This paper is to be structured as follows: 

 

1. The position of the student. 

There are at least 3 views within the evangelical community that are acceptable as 

orthodox: 1) literal view; 2) day-age view; 3) framework view. Describe each of these 

views. Which is the view that you hold to? 

 

2. Defense of that position. 

Explain positive why this is the view you hold to. 

 

3. Critique of other views. 

Offer a brief critique of the other 2 views and why you do not hold to them. 

 

4. A statement of positions/doctrines that are not subject to varying positions. 

The parameters of an acceptable view of creation is determined by what are doctrinal 

particulars that must be held and included as non-negotiable. What are these for you? 

 

5. A statement of whether the student can live at peace with those who hold a position other than 

their own. 

Provide a statement that says you can live at peace with those who hold to either of the 

alternative views that you do no hold to. 

 

The tentative date for this class-presentation is Oct. 7. Students will submit this through Canvas 

(under “Assignments”). Part of that class meeting will be dedicated to this group-presentation. Each 

student will be expected to participate in some capacity. 

 

This assignment is intended to help students form a thoughtful position of their own on this subject 

that can be articulated and defended in various ecclesiological settings. 

 

In order to prepare for this class discussion, students will be expected to research this subject ahead of 

time. The following sources will provide the necessary and relevant descriptions for this assignment. The 

two creation reports by the PCA and OPC are available online at their respective websites. PDFs can be 

emailed to students by request. 

 

 Hagopian, David G. (editor).  The Genesis Debate.  Mission Viejo: CruxPress, 2001. 

 1999 PCA Report on Creation 

 2004 OPC Report on Creation 

 

https://www.pcahistory.org/pca/digest/studies/creation/report.html#d1
https://opc.org/GA/creation.html
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TERM PAPER 

 

 

Students are required to write a research paper of 15–20 pages. This is to be an academic paper, 

one that uses scholarly conventions of research and presentation to describe a topic in the study of the 

Pentateuch. Cite passages from Scripture as needed. 

 

The minimum requirements for the Term Paper are as follows: 

 

 A minimum of 15-20 pages 

 Double-spaced lines 

 No title page 

 A bibliography as the last page of the paper (this is not to be counted as part of the 15-20 pages) 

which uses at least eight good (solid scholarly, not popular theological, non-internet) sources. Thus, 

utilize ATLA (see the office for access). 

 DUE DATE: An electronic copy of the paper is to be turned in (emailed) on the due date (Dec 2) 

either as a Word document or PDF. Late papers will not be accepted. 

 Students will submit this through Canvas (under “Assignments”). 

 

 

Option #1:  Hebrew Exegetical Paper 

 

1. If you have had Biblical Hebrew, you are required to do this research paper assignment. 

 

2. Write an exegetical paper on the following passage from the Book of Numbers (or request 

approval for a different passage from instructor): 

 

Numbers 12:1–16 

 

3. Provide your English translation of the text as the first page of your paper.  Provide notes to your 

translation regarding textual emendations, text critical analyses, and/or variant readings. 

 

4. In this paper you need to state clearly the thesis of the paper and organize the paper using literary, 

linguistic, historical-cultural, and/or theological arguments to defend it.  The bulk of your paper 

can be a verse-by-verse analysis that shows how your passage is connected to your thesis, but 

students are not required to follow this format.  You are also to show the historical-redemptive 

themes in the passage and develop a Christo-centric, gospel application of the passage.  Minimal 

to no materials should focus on introductory matters (date, authorship, etc.), unless it is absolutely 

warranted. 

 

Option #2:  Biblical Theology Paper 

 

1. Describe the theme of the LAND OF GOD as found in the covenant of Abraham.  Discuss the 

development of this theme from a biblical-theological analysis in terms of its promise and its 

fulfillment. 
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Grading Criteria:  A successful paper will conform to the following standards. 

 

 Thesis:  The thesis is well stated without any ambiguity and reflects accurately the 

message/theology of the passage/theme in question. 

 

 Organization:  The paper is well organized and thoughtful in its presentation.  The structure of 

the paper flows from the thesis and the paragraphs interconnect seamlessly where the author’s 

development of thought can be clearly seen. 

 

 Content:  The paper shows a command of the subject matter and an academic and scholarly level 

of analysis that is insightful and fresh.  The arguments used to defend and/or describe the thesis 

were persuasive.  The paper shows an understanding of the current issues with the theme/paper in 

question.  The paper interacts with the relevant Biblical materials (in the original language) and 

demonstrates a thorough comprehension of the theme/passage in its grammatical-historical 

context.  Although originality is desired, a new contribution is not always a necessary ingredient in 

a successful academic paper.  The paper interacts with a variety (ancient and modern, 

commentaries, monographs, journal articles) of relevant and useful resources, which are used to 

enhance the thesis of the paper – not substitute for it.  Minimal to none of the paper focuses on 

introductory matters (date, authorship, etc.), unless it is absolutely required.  There is no question 

about plagiarism or any other dishonest or academically questionable activity. 

 

 Style:  The writing style is cogent (logical), clear (easy to understand), and concise (stating 

thoughts without redundancy, or treading into irrelevant materials). 

 

 Proof-read:  There are no spelling errors or run on sentences. 

 

 Logistics:  The paper meets the minimum page requirement, minimum resources in bibliography.  

The pages are numbered.  Formatting of the paper follows the guidelines found in either The 

Chicago Manual of Style (15th ed.; Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2003) or The SBL 

Handbook of Style (Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 1999). 
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LECTURE/READING SCHEDULE 

 

Provided below is a TENTATIVE schedule of lectures and the assigned readings that compliment 

those lectures.  The instructor takes the liberty to alter this schedule as time permits.  Students are 

encouraged to follow the reading schedule as provided below. 

 

 

 

 

 
Date Lecture Topic Assigned Reading 

 
Aug 

26 

Introduction to the Course 

Preliminary Comments 

Introduction to Biblical Theology and 

Theme of the Kingdom of God 

Vos, Biblical Theology, pg. 3-26 

 

 

 

Sept 

2 
Biblical Theological Overviews Alexander, Paradise, ch. 9 

 

 

 

Sept 

9 
The Covenants  

Brown and Keele, Sacred Bond 

Quiz on Genesis 

 

 

 

Sept 

16 
History of Pentateuchal Criticism Alexander, Paradise, ch. 1-6 

 

 

 

Sept 

23 
The Book of Genesis 

Alexander, Paradise, ch. 7 

Hamilton, Handbook, ch 1 

Van Pelt, Genesis 

Quiz on Exodus 

 

 

 

Sep 

30 
The Book of Genesis (continued) 

Hamilton, Handbook, ch 2 

Kline, Images, ch. 1-2 

Vos, Biblical Theology, pg. 27-40 

 

 

 

Oct 

7 
The Book of Genesis (continued) 

Alexander, Paradise, ch. 8-10, 11 

Hamilton, Handbook, ch 3 

GENESIS PRESENTATIONS 

 

 

 

 

Oct 

14 
R E A D I N G   W E E K 

N O   C L A S S 

Hamilton, Handbook, ch 4 

Vos, Biblical Theology, pg. 41-65 

 

 

 

 

Oct 

21 
The Book of Genesis (continued) 

Hamilton, Handbook, ch 5 

Vos, Biblical Theology, pg. 66-99 

Quiz on Leviticus 

 

 

 

 

Oct 

28 
The Book of Exodus 

Alexander, Paradise, ch. 12-13 

Hamilton, Handbook, ch 6-7 

Van Pelt, Exodus 

 

 

 

 



 9 

 

 
Date Lecture Topic Assigned Reading 

 

 

 

Nov 

4 
The Book of Exodus (continued) 

Hamilton, Handbook, ch 8-9 

Vos, Biblical Theology, pg. 100-

184 

Quiz on Numbers 

 

 

 

Nov 

11 
The Book of Exodus (continued) 

Alexander, Paradise, ch. 14-15 

Hamilton, Handbook, ch 10 

 

 

 

Nov 

18 

The Book of Leviticus 

 

The Book of Numbers 

Alexander, Paradise, ch. 16-18, 

19-20 

Hamilton, Handbook, ch 11-18 

Van Pelt, Leviticus, Numbers 

Quiz on Deuteronomy 

 

 

 

Nov 

25 
T H A N K S G I V I N G N O   C L A S S 

 

 

 

Dec 

2 
The Book of Deuteronomy 

Alexander, Paradise, ch. 21-22 

Hamilton, Handbook, ch 19-23 

Van Pelt, Deuteronomy 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Date  

 

 

 

Dec 

2 
TERM PAPER 

 

 

 

Dec 

10 
STUDENT-TO-STUDENT SUBMISSIONS 

 

 

 

Dec 

12 
EXAM (PROFESSOR-STUDENT) 

 

 

 

Dec 

19 
READING REPORT 
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Course Objectives Related to MDiv* Student Learning Outcomes 

 
Course:  OT5200 – Genesis to Deuteronomy  
Professor: S. A. Fix 
Campus: Washington, DC 
Date:  Fall 2021 
  

 

MDiv* Student Learning Outcomes 
In order to measure the success of the MDiv curriculum, RTS has defined the 

following as the intended outcomes of the student learning process. Each 
course contributes to these overall outcomes. This rubric shows the 

contribution of this course to the MDiv outcomes.  
*As the MDiv is the core degree at RTS, the MDiv rubric will be used in this syllabus.   

Rubric 
 Strong 

 Moderate 

 Minimal 

 None 

Mini-Justification 

Articulation  
 (oral & 
written) 

Broadly understands and articulates knowledge, both 
oral and written, of essential biblical, theological, 
historical, and cultural/global information, including 
details, concepts, and frameworks. Also includes 
ability to preach and teach the meaning of Scripture to 
both heart and mind with clarity and enthusiasm. 

Strong 
 

Understanding through lectures 
and readings, articulation through 
assignments and class activities 

Scripture 
 
 

Significant knowledge of the original meaning of 
Scripture.  Also, the concepts for and skill to research 
further into the original meaning of Scripture and to 
apply Scripture to a variety of modern circumstances. 
(Includes appropriate use of original languages and 
hermeneutics; and integrates theological, historical, 
and cultural/global perspectives.) 

Strong 

Focus of class is on understanding 
and interpreting relevant portions 
of Scripture in its various contexts 
(historical, literary, canonical, etc.) 

Reformed 
Theology 
 
 

Significant knowledge of Reformed theology and 
practice, with emphasis on the Westminster 
Standards.   Moderate 

The assumptions behind our 
approach will arise from a 
Reformed understanding of 
Scripture, especially with regard to 
Covenant and Biblical Theology 

Sanctification 
 
 

Demonstrates a love for the Triune God that aids the 
student’s sanctification. Moderate 

Conscious goal of course is to see 
students grow personally in their 
understanding and love for Christ 

Worldview  
 

Burning desire to conform all of life to the Word of 
God. Includes ability to interact within a 
denominational context, within the broader 
worldwide church, and with significant public issues. 

Strong 

Time will be spent considering 
how we as Christians think about 
history and the world, especially 
through Scripture  

Winsomely 
Reformed 
 

Embraces a winsomely Reformed ethos. (Includes an 
appropriate ecumenical spirit with other Christians, 
especially Evangelicals; a concern to present the 
Gospel in a God-honoring manner to non-Christians; 
and a truth-in-love attitude in disagreements.) 

Moderate 

The course will engage differing 
viewpoints with charity and 
winsomeness considering 
academic treatments of the topics 

Pastoral 
Ministry 

Ability to minister the Word of God to hearts and lives 
of both churched and unchurched, to include 
preaching, teaching, leading in worship, leading and 
shepherding the local congregation, aiding in spiritual 
maturity, concern for non-Christians. 

Minimal 

One of our goals will be to always 
consider how these Biblical books 
can be used to shepherd the flock 

 
 


