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Reformed Theological Seminary/Atlanta 

04ST5150 Systematic Theology – Scripture, Theology Proper, Anthropology Syllabus 

Dr. Ligon Duncan 

Summer 2021 
 

Course Description 
A study of Scripture (inspiration, inerrancy, canon), theology proper (God, Trinity, creation, providence) and 

anthropology (man, Fall, sin). Our survey of doctrine will be based on the exegesis of Scripture, with continual 

reference to historical theology. All along we will remember the crucial nexus between faith and life, doctrine 

and practice, and thus endeavor to stress the importance of these doctrines for Christian thought, life, and ministry. 

 

Prerequisites 

*Students unfamiliar with the discipline of systematic theology should consult J.I. Packer’s Concise Theology: A 

Guide to Historic Christian Beliefs (Zondervan, 1994), and read it in its entirety before the course. 

 

*Students who are wondering about the value of Systematic Theology to preaching should consult the following: 

J.I. Packer, “The Preacher as theologian: preaching and systematic theology,” in Collected Shorter Writings of 

J.I. Packer: 3 Honouring the Written Word of God, (Carlisle, Cumbria: Paternoster Publications, 1999), pp.301-

316.; “Preaching and Systematic Theology,” by Donald Macleod, in The Preacher and Preaching ed. Sam T. 

Logan (P & R, 1986), pp. 246-272. John Murray, “Systematic Theology,” in Collected Writings of John Murray, 

4 vols. (Edinburgh: The Banner of Truth Trust, 1977), Vol. 4, pp. 1-21. 

 

Course Objectives 

The principal aim of the RTS Systematic Theology courses is to provide students with a comprehensive 

understanding of the main doctrines of Christianity. The course aims at introducing the student to the discipline 

of systematic theology, in particular, to Prolegomena (introductory matters to the study of theology, theological 

method, the task of dogmatics, Scripture) Theology Proper (or the doctrine of God), the Decrees (creation and 

providence), and the doctrines of man (Anthropology) and sin (Hamartiology).  

 

Students should have a competent grasp of the issues involved and a facility to communicate them with some 

fluency.  Some memorization is essential in this process. Theology is both exegetical and historical, sociological 

and ecclesiastical, biblical and systematic. Tensions often arise when one aspect is stressed at the expense of 

another.  

 

This is a course in systematic theology—concerned with the answer to a series of interrelated questions: What 

does the entire Bible teach on a specific issue? How have theologians of the past and present formulated this 

issue? Answers to these questions are often expressed confessionally, and many branches of the church require 

of their ordained clergy (teaching elders) a commitment to these doctrines in a more or less strict sense. Students 

ought to be able to handle themselves well in the modern debate over controversial issues. Many students will be 

examined on these doctrines in church courts, and this objective will also be maintained. Additionally, all good 

theology should be doxological. Obedience in worship will be the chief objective of this course.  

 

Remember: 

“There are theologians in the bottom of hell who are more interested in their own thoughts about God than in God 

himself.”  [C. S. Lewis] 

 

“Theology is the science of living blessedly forever.” [William Perkins, The Golden Chaine (1590), 1] 
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Students should achieve the following: 
 

1. A basic familiarity with the traditional loci of Christian theology. 

 

2. Acquaintance with the history of Christian thought, particularly its Patristic, Medieval, Reformation, 

Confessional and Modern phases. 

 

3. Awareness of contemporary challenges to Christian orthodoxy and an ability to assess their strengths and 

weaknesses. 

 

4. Critical awareness of current trends in Christian theology. 

 

5. Familiarity with the tools and resources available for study of theological issues and an ability to use these 

tools for independent research and analysis. 

 

6. A sense of theological proportion, enabling the student to distinguish between what is primary and what is 

secondary in Christian doctrine. 

 

7. The development of a respect for traditional theological formulations together with an ability to critically 

evaluate them. 

 

8. An understanding of the connection between theology, piety and doxology. 

 

 

Theological Standpoint 

The course will be taught from the standpoint of a personal and ecclesial commitment to the Westminster 

Confession of Faith. In particular, it reflects the theology of the Reformed tradition as expounded by its best 

representatives from the sixteenth to the twenty-first centuries. We will engage in our theological work, seeking 

to submit all our thinking to Scripture, but greatly indebted to (for instance) the Church Fathers, Calvin, Protestant 

Orthodoxy, the Scottish Divines, and the Princetonians, and in conversation with the best and most important of 

the whole Christian tradition. Students who do not come from this theological tradition, or who disagree with it, 

need to know that their professor will love and respect them anyway! He wants to serve them well by clearly, 

kindly and warmly articulating systematics from the standpoint of classical, confessional, Reformed theology. It 

is his opinion that evangelicals of all stripes are well served by familiarity with the Reformed theology–which is 

Protestantism’s preeminent intellectual theological tradition. We all come from some theological perspective, and 

that is best admitted out loud and put on the table for all to see. 

 

 

Teaching/Class Methodology 

Lectures will cover all the major topics, but there will not be uniformity. Some topics are more important than 

others. Some topics are covered adequately in the reading material (when this is the case, it will be pointed out in 

class).  Due to the mixed nature of the classroom, and the tight demands on our time, questions will be necessarily 

limited, but welcome. Special opportunities will be arranged on a voluntary basis for students who wish to ask 

questions of a, “I don’t understand this,” nature. It is all too easy to slow things down to a snail’s pace if this is 

not adhered to. Of course, I love hanging around after class to talk and answer questions. 
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Course Requirements 
 

Required Readings 
 

Mastery is required of the following materials: [824 pages] 
  
Louis Berkhof, Systematic Theology of the Christian Faith (Eerdmans: New Combined Edition, 1996), 

{Introductory} 1-186, including Richard Muller’s preface. (ST-1) (186) {God, Man, Sin} 19-261. (ST-2) (242) 

  
Charles Octavius Boothe, Plain Theology for Plain People (Lexham Press) 1-30, 97-112 (45) 

  
John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion (ICR) (W/JKP, 1559 edition, Battles trans.), Vol 1:35-366 

{I.i.1-II.vii.17}. (331) 

  

Westminster Confession of Faith and Catechisms: WCF 1-9; WLC 1-29; 91-152; WSC 1-19. 

 

Class Attendance 

 

The class will meet in person on the following dates: 

 

Monday, July 19, 2021 – Thursday, July 22, 2021 – 8:00 am – 5:00 pm Eastern Time  

Friday, July 23, 2021 – 8:00 am – 4:00 pm Eastern Time  

 

Students are expected to bring their copies of the Westminster Confession of Faith and the Bible to class every 

day.  

 

Class attendance will be imperative for successful completion of this course. The use of laptops, internet, text 

messaging, smart phones and other electronic devices are not allowed during class time. Educational studies 

are confirming that use of laptops for notetaking are not helping, but rather hindering learning. The very process 

of taking handwritten notes is very important for student learning.  

  

Course Evaluation 

The evaluation for course will be divided into three parts: précis (30%), term paper (30%) and final 

examination (40%). 
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Course Evaluation – Continued  
 

1. Doctrinal Précis (30%) 
 

A précis is a concise abridgement of a larger treatment, or summary of a particular topic. In this exercise, the 

student will prepare a one-page précis of his views and understanding of 6 major doctrinal topics:  

1. God    Due August 4, 2021   

2. Trinity   Due August 7, 2021   

3. Creation   Due August 11, 2021   

4. Providence   Due August 14, 2021   

5. Man    Due August 18, 2021   

6. Sin    Due August 21, 2021 

 

All précis are due by 11:59 pm Eastern Time on each due date. These must be submitted in pdf format on 

Canvas. Each précis must be exactly one page with the bibliography on the second page. The format will be 

11 pt., Times New Roman, ½” margins, single spaced. You must use MLA parenthetical citations such as [“by 

means of the covenant” (Marcel 127).] 

 
Following is an example of how your paper should be titled: 
 

Name Précis on God 7/28/2021  

 

Following are two examples of précis’: one is sparse, the other is full. One is in proper format, the other is not. 
 

Bad Good 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In addition to the required reading, you may also find the following resources helpful: 
 

Bavinck, Herman. Reformed Dogmatics: Abridged in One Volume. Edited by John Bolt. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 2011.  

Berkhof, Louis. A Summary of Christian Doctrine. Carlisle, PA: Banner of Truth, 1960.  

Packer, J.I. Concise Theology: A Guide to Historic Christian Beliefs. Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers, 1993.  

 

Also, please see additional resources on pages 6-7 of the syllabus.  
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Course Evaluation – Continued  
 

2. Term Paper (30%) 

A term paper on an approved topic must be submitted by 11:59 pm Eastern Time on August 27, 2021. Please 

submit your papers using standard formatting (e.g., Size 12 font, Times New Roman, double-spaced, one-inch 

margins, page numbers). All papers must conform to Kate L. Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Research 

Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, Eighth Edition. Your term papers must be at least 10-15 pages in length 

and should include a title page and a formal bibliography. Please submit term papers as a PDF.  

 

3. Final Exam (40%)   
The examination will cover the entire material, including the reading material, and will test the student’s 

competence to integrate it into his overall theological skills. You may expect the examination to require detailed 

knowledge, comprehensive understanding and the capacity to articulate. The final exam must be taken through 

Canvas with the lockdown browser enabled. The final exam must be completed by 5:00 pm Eastern Time on 

July 30, 2021.   

 

Class Schedule  
 

July 19, 2021   Class 1: Scripture  

July 19, 2021  Class 2: Canon 

July 20, 2021  Class 3: God 

July 20, 2021  Class 4: Trinity 

July 21, 2021  Class 5: Creation  

July 21, 2021  Class 6: Providence  

July 22, 2021  Class 7: Humanity  

July 22, 2021  Class 8: Fall 

July 23, 2021  Class 9: Original Sin 

July 23, 2021  Class 10: Sin     

Contacting the Professor 
 

My address and contact numbers are below. Catching me can be a challenge; my Executive Assistant, Jan Hyde, 

or my TA, Tony Doggett, are probably your best bets for reaching me. Their contact information is listed below.   

 

Ligon Duncan, Ph.D. 
Reformed Theological Seminary 

5422 Clinton Boulevard 

Jackson, MS 39209 

Phone 601 923 1656  

FAX 601 923 1636 

Website: rts.edu/chancellor or LigonDuncan.com  

Email: lduncan@rts.edu 

Executive Assistant: Jan Hyde jhyde@rts.edu  

Teaching Assistant:  Tony Doggett tdoggett@rts.edu   

mailto:jhyde@rts.edu
mailto:tdoggett@rts.edu


 

 

6 

Recommended Books for your library and Suggested Resources   
In addition to the required texts, the following books are highly recommended for your reference during the course 

and purchase for your personal library. 

 

Systematic Theology 

 Francis Turretin, Institutes of Elenctic Theology (3 vols.) 

 Wilhelmus à Brakel, The Christian’s Reasonable Service (4 vols.) 

 John Owen, Collected Works (16 vols.) 

 Charles Hodge, Systematic Theology (3 vols.) 

 B.B. Warfield, Collected Works (10 vols.) 

 John Murray, Collected Writings (4 vols.) 

 Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology 

Douglas F. Kelly, Systematic Theology 

 Donald Macleod, A Faith to Live By 

 Robert L. Reymond, A New Systematic Theology of the Christian Faith 

 Herman Bavinck, Reformed Dogmatics (4 Vols) 

 Cornelius Van Til, An Introduction to Systematic Theology 

 

Theological prolegomena (Introduction, Theological Method) 

 Richard Muller, The Study of Theology 

 John Frame, The Doctrine of the Knowledge of God 

 David Wells, No Place for Truth 

 

Scripture (Revelation, Inspiration, Authority, Hermeneutics) 

 Carl F.H. Henry, God, Revelation and Authority, Vol.1 

 N.B. Stonehouse and Paul Woolley, eds. The Infallible Word 

 Nigel Cameron, Evolution and the Authority of the Bible 

 D. A. Carson and John Woodbridge, eds. Scripture and Truth 

 _____. Hermeneutics, Authority and Canon 

 Dan McCartney and C. Clayton, Let the Reader Understand 

 Packer, J. I. Fundamentalism and the Word of God 

 ______ God Has Spoken 

 

Theology proper (God, Trinity, Creation, Providence) 

 Herman Bavinck, Doctrine of God 

 John Frame Doctrine of God 

 Donald Macleod, Behold Your God 

 Sinclair B. Ferguson, The Holy Spirit 

 D.G. Hagopian, ed., The Genesis Debate 

 J.A. Pipa, Jr. and David W. Hall, eds., Did God Create in Six Days? 

 Paul Helm, The Providence of God 

 

Anthropology (Man, Fall, Sin) 

 James B. Hurley, Man and Woman in Biblical Perspective 

 George W. Knight III, The NT Teaching on the Role Relationship of Men and Women 

 John Piper and Wayne Grudem, eds. Recovering Biblical Manhood and Womanhood 

 John Murray, The Imputation of Adam’s Sin 

 Iain D. Campbell, The Doctrine of Sin 
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Pastoral Theology 

 Richard Baxter, The Reformed Pastor 

 Charles Bridges, The Christian Ministry 

 Patrick Fairbairn, Pastoral Theology 

 J. I. Packer, A Quest for Godliness 

 C. H. Spurgeon, Lectures to My Students 

 

Unsure of a certain term? These should help you. 

 

 For the ‘advanced’ student who wants to learn some Latin! 

 

 Some ‘Barthian’ leanings here, so be careful. 

 

 From the ‘old school’  

 

 Small but useful resource  
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Course Objectives Related to MDiv Student Learning Outcomes 

Course: 04ST5150 Systematic Theology: Scripture, Theology Proper, Anthropology   

Professor: Rev. Dr. J. Ligon Duncan III  

Campus: Atlanta, GA     

Date: Summer 2021   
MDiv Student Learning Outcomes Rubric Mini-Justification 

Articulation  

 (oral & 

written) 

Broadly understands and articulates 

knowledge, both oral and written, of 

essential biblical, theological, historical, 

and cultural/global information, including 

details, concepts, and frameworks. Also 

includes ability to preach and teach the 

meaning of Scripture to both heart and mind 

with clarity and enthusiasm. 

Strong Primary course objective is for students to become 

articulate in the Reformed orthodox doctrines of 

Scripture, God, and humanity in just this way. 

Scripture 

 

 

Significant knowledge of the original 

meaning of Scripture.  Also, the concepts 

for and skill to research further into the 

original meaning of Scripture and to apply 

Scripture to a variety of modern 

circumstances. (Includes appropriate use of 

original languages and hermeneutics; and 

integrates theological, historical, and 

cultural/global perspectives.) 

Strong Scripture and the source and norm of our theology. 

This course is constantly presenting a summary of 

biblical teaching on the topics under 

consideration—which includes the doctrine of 

Scripture itself. 

Reformed 

Theology 

 

 

Significant knowledge of Reformed 

theology and practice, with emphasis on the 

Westminster Standards.   

Strong The class presents an explicitly Reformed 

orthodox view of the respective doctrines as 

articulated in Westminster and other Reformed 

sources. 

Sanctification 

 

 

Demonstrates a love for the Triune God that 

aids the student’s sanctification 

Moderate The course has the salvation accomplished for us 

by Christ and applied to us by the Spirit constantly 

in view. 

Worldview 

 

Burning desire to conform all of life to the 

Word of God. Includes ability to interact 

within a denominational context, within the 

broader worldwide church, and with 

significant public issues 

Moderate The application of theology to life is brought out 

frequently through this course. 

Winsomely 

Reformed 

 

Embraces a winsomely Reformed ethos. 

(Includes an appropriate ecumenical spirit 

with other Christians, especially 

Evangelicals; a concern to present the 

Gospel in a God-honoring manner to non-

Christians; and a truth-in-love attitude in 

disagreements.) 

Moderate The professor strives to model and encourage this 

ethos in the course as we consider various 

alternatives and challenges to the Reformed 

theology. 

Pastoral 

Ministry 

 

 

Ability to minister the Word of God to 

hearts and lives of both churched and 

unchurched, to include preaching, teaching, 

leading in worship, leading and shepherding 

the local congregation, aiding in spiritual 

maturity, concern for non-Christians. 

Moderate Theology is central to the task of every faithful 

pastor and preacher. 

 


