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OVERVIEW 
 
Foundations for Youth Ministry helps the student develop a biblical and theological 
foundation for an effective youth ministry, with particular focus on the local church and 
the family. Personal contact with and observations of local youth ministries will help 
each student identify different levels of relationships, styles of ministry, and philosophies 
of leadership. Through these encounters, class lectures, participation, reading material, 
and assigned course material, students will be able to articulate the foundations of 
biblical ministry to the next generation. 
 
 
INSTRUCTOR 
 
Dr. Brian H. Cosby served in youth ministry for over ten years before being called in 
2012 as senior minister of Wayside Presbyterian Church (PCA) in Signal Mountain, 
Tennessee. Brian serves as editorial director for the Gospel Reformation Network and 
assistant editor for The Gospel Coalition. He is an officer (Capt.) in the United States Air 
Force Reserves and author of over a dozen books, including Giving Up Gimmicks: 
Reclaiming Youth Ministry from an Entertainment Culture (P&R), and “view” contributor 
to Youth Ministry in the 21st Century: Five Views, ed. by Chap Clark (Baker Academic). 
 
 
GOALS 
 

1. Provide a biblical and theological foundation for effective youth ministry, with 
particular attention to the local church and family. 

2. Prepare students to develop a philosophy of youth ministry based on 
Scripture. 

3. Challenge students to assess personal gifts, call, and abilities in order to 
better understand their role in youth ministry. 

 
 
REQUIRED READING 
 

1. Chap Clark, ed., Youth Ministry in the 21st Century: Five Views (Grand Rapids: 
Baker Academic, 2015). 

2. Voddie Baucham Jr., Family Driven Faith: Doing What it Takes to Raise Sons 
and Daughters Who Walk with God (Wheaton: Crossway, 2007). 

3. Guy Prentiss Waters, How Jesus Runs the Church (Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R 
Publishing, 2011). 

 



SUPPLEMENTAL READING (NOT REQUIRED) 
 

1. Brian H. Cosby, Giving Up Gimmicks: Reclaiming Youth Ministry from an 
Entertainment Culture (Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R Publishing, 2012). 

2. Michael McGarry, A Biblical Theology of Youth Ministry: Teenagers in the Life of 
the Church (Nashville: Randall House Publications, 2019). 

3. Cameron Cole and Jon Nielson, eds., Gospel-Centered Youth Ministry: A 
Practical Guide (Wheaton: Crossway, 2016). 

4. Christian Smith and Melinda Lundquist Denton, Soul Searching: The Religious 
and Spiritual Lives of American Teenagers (New York: Oxford University Press, 
2009). 

 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 

1. Attendance, Participation, & Reading (10%) 
a. Because this is a modified-intensive course with very few actual class 

days, your attendance, participation, and reading are very important. 
b. Don’t miss class, do the required course material, and come prepared 

to participate.  
2. Book Review (15%) 

a. Write a review of Family Driven Faith (see required reading above). 
b. The review should be between 800 and 1,000 words, Turabian or 

Chicago footnote style, double-spaced, Times New Roman, 12 pt. font. 
c. It should be well written and should include (1) information about the 

author, (2) the purpose of the book, (3) the audience, (4) an overview 
of the content, and (5) your evaluation. 

3. Philosophy of Youth Ministry Paper (25%) 
a. Write a 1,000-word paper—Turabian or Chicago footnote style, double-

spaced, Times New Roman, 12 pt. font—making a case (or “view”) for 
a particular philosophy of youth ministry. The paper should be well 
written, well organized, and easy to follow. 

b. Interact with one or more “views” in Youth Ministry in the 21st Century: 
Five Views. You are also encouraged to reference other primary or 
secondary material. 

c. Provide biblical and theological support for your philosophy of youth 
ministry. 

4. Ministry Observation Paper & Presentation (25%) 
a. During the course, each student is required to observe one different 

youth ministry (e.g., in a local church, para-church youth ministry, etc.). 
The purpose of this is to assist you in getting a clearer picture of the 
biblical, theological, and philosophical ideals to which they aspire.  

b. Make observations. For example, where do the leaders congregate? 
How do the leaders engage with the youth? What is your first 
impression as you come into the room? How was the music and 
teaching? Choose one leader and interview him/her concerning his/her 



philosophy of ministry. Did what you observe harmonize and 
correspond to that articulated philosophy of ministry? 

c. Write a 1,200-word paper—Times New Roman, 12 pt. font, double-
spaced—reporting what you observed and learned. Provide biblical 
and theological reflection and interaction based on your observations, 
especially with reference to your reading of Guy Waters’ How Jesus 
Runs the Church and class lectures. 

d. Give a 20-minute presentation on these observations and interactions 
during the last day of class. 

5. Final Exam (25%) 
a. A final exam will be given based on class discussions, handouts, and 

the reading. 
b. This exam will be given on the final day of class. 

 
 
COURSE EVALUATION AND GRADING 
  
Grading will be based on following the guidelines outlined above in the course 
requirements. The breakdown of your final grade will be as follows: 
 

1. Attendance, Participation, Reading 10% 
2. Book Review     15% 
3. Philosophy of Youth Ministry Paper 25% 
4. Ministry Observation/Presentation 25% 
5. Final Exam     25% 

       100% 
 
 
SCHEDULE OF ASSIGNMENTS 
Classes meet Fridays, 6:00pm–9:00pm, and Saturdays, 9:30am–4:30pm 

 
Due on June 18–19 

• Book review of Family Driven Faith by Voddie Baucham 
 

 Due on July 2–3 
• Philosophy of Youth Ministry paper 

 
 Due on July 16–17 

• Ministry observation paper 
• Give ministry observation presentation 
• Take final exam 

 
 
CONTACT 
 
You may reach Brian Cosby at either brian@waysidechurch.org or 423-599-9643. 



 
RTS EXTENSION POLICY 
 
All assignments and exams are to be completed by the deadlines announced in this 
syllabus or in class.  
 
Extensions for assignments and exams due within the normal duration of the course 
must be approved beforehand by the Professor. Extensions of two weeks or less 
beyond the date of the last deadline for the course must be approved beforehand by the 
Professor. A grade penalty may be assessed.  
 
Extensions of greater than two weeks but not more than six weeks beyond the last 
deadline for the course may be granted in extenuating circumstances (i.e. illness, family 
emergency). For an extension of more than two weeks the student must request an 
Extension Request Form from the Student Services Office. The request must be 
approved by the Professor and the Academic Dean. A grade penalty may be assessed. 
(RTS Catalog p. 42 and RTS Atlanta Student Handbook p. 14) 
 
Any incompletes not cleared six weeks after the last published due date for course work 
will be converted to a failing grade. Professors may have the failing grade changed to a 
passing grade by request. (RTS Catalog p. 42) 
 
 
 

Addendum to Course Syllabus  
For “sync” students who will take the course live via Zoom 

 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
The reading and course requirements will remain the same no matter whether the 
student is live via Zoom or live in the classroom. The ministry observation presentation 
will still be given, though via Zoom. The final exam will be emailed to Zoom students 
during the last day of class and expected to be returned via email when exam time is 
up. 
 
 
DISCUSSIONS 
 
Sync students will be required to complete 5 professor-to-student interactions and 4 
student-to-student interactions for the course. These discussions will be reflected in the 
participation final grade. 
 
 
 


