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Description:  A study of Acts and Paul’s Epistle to the Romans that emphasizes both the 

original meaning and the modern meaning of the text, with an overarching aim to provide 

tools for the student to interpret rightly. 

 

Course Objectives 

 

• To learn how to engage with scholarship on Acts and Paul in a responsible manner.  

• To understand Acts and Romans in their first century context.  

• To understand the main structure of Paul’s theology as expressed in Acts and 

Romans, including his use of the OT; his understanding of God, Christ, and Spirit; 

his “gospel” and teachings on salvation and redemptive history; and his ethical and 

ecclesiological instructions for the church of his day and their contemporary 

relevance 

• To understand the implications of Luke’s and Paul’s writings for the contemporary 

church, and to understand Luke and Paul as a model of applying theology to the life 

of the church.  

• To strengthen student’s ability to read, exegete, and teach/preach Acts and Romans, 

with special attention to their key issues, internal logic, and contribution to Christian 

doctrine. 

 

Required Texts  

 

• The Holy Bible, preferably in a recent translation such as the New American 

Standard or the English Standard Version. Students who are competent in Biblical 

Greek are strongly encouraged to bring their Greek New Testaments to each class 

session.  

• Cara, Robert J. Cracking the Foundation of the New Perspective on Paul: Covenantal 

Nomism versus Reformed Covenantal Theology. Fearn: Mentor / Christian Focus, 

2017. 

• Johnson, Dennis E. The Message of Acts in the History of Redemption. Phillipsburg, 

N.J.: P&R, 1997. 

• Kruger, ed., A Biblical-Theological Introduction to the New Testament: The Gospel 

Realized (Crossway, 2016). 

• Longenecker, Richard N. Introducing Romans: Critical Concerns in Paul’s Most 

Famous Letter. Grand Rapids, MI ; Cambridge: Eerdmans, 2011. 
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• Luther, Martin. Preface to Commentary on Romans. Translated by J. T. Mueller. 

Grand Rapids: Kregel, 1976. [Canvas] 

• Ridderbos, Herman N. When the Time Had Fully Come: Studies in New Testament 

Theology. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1957. [Canvas] 

 

 

Assignments & Requirements 

 

(1) Memorization of Romans 8:1-39: You must recite Romans 8:1–39 (in any translation) 

to a fellow student in the course. That student must indicate to the instructor in writing 

(e.g., by email) that you have successfully completed the assignment (i.e., that you have 

recited Romans 8:1–39, from memory, with minimal or no error, in one sitting).  

 

Due 8:00AM, September, 30.  

5% of final grade.  

 

(2) Assigned Reading: Please inform the instructor in writing (e.g., by email) whether you 

have completed 100% of the reading (there is no partial credit). 

 

• Acts & Romans, twice, in their entirety this semester. You may read in any 

translation you wish.  

• Martin Luther’s Preface to Commentary on Romans, xiii–xxvi. [Canvas] 

• Kruger, A Biblical-Theological Introduction to the New Testament, pp. 94–96 

(“Background Issues”) 104–6 (“God’s Plan”), 137–94.  

• Johnson, Message of Acts, all.  

• Ridderbos, When the Time Had Fully Come, pp. 44–96. [Canvas] 

• Richard Longenecker, Introducing Romans, (chps. 1, 3, 4, 5, 7, 10, & 11 = 266 

pages)  

• Cara, Robert J. Cracking the Foundation of the New Perspective on Paul: 

Covenantal Nomism versus Reformed Covenantal Theology. Fearn: Mentor / 

Christian Focus, 2017, pp. 19–205. 

 

Due 8:00AM, September, 30.  

15% of final grade.  

 

(3) Book Review: Each student will write an original book review of Cara, Cracking the 
Foundation of the New Perspective on Paul. This is not a digest (where you summarize the 

book) or a reaction paper (where you give your personal take). It is a careful review of the 

book’s thesis and the argument(s) presented, followed by an assessment of them. The 

review should be 4–8 pages double-spaced.  If you are not familiar with this type of writing, 

many academic journals include a book review section (e.g., The Westminster Theological 
Journal, Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society).  

 



 3 

Due 8:00AM, August, 31 –– this date is deliberately chosen to space out the 

required writing assignments. 

20% of final grade.  

 

(4) Exegesis Paper: Write an 8–12 page paper (double or 1.5 spacing only) that argues a 

distinct, exegetical thesis on some text from Acts or Romans. The text and topic must be 

pre-approved by the professor. See paper guidelines in the appendix below.  

 

Due 8:00AM, September, 30.  

60% of final grade.  

 

 

Attendance 

Class attendance is required for NT 5250. If a student anticipates an unavoidable absence, 

he should notify the instructor in advance. Each hour of unexcused absence subjects the 

student to reduction of his final grade by one-half of a letter grade.  

 

Grading Scale 

The grading scale for this course is the seminary’s grading scale. You may find it listed in 

the RTS Catalog. 
 

Plagiarism 

Please review the seminary’s policy on plagiarism. Plagiarized work will subject the student 

to failure in the course and possible disciplinary action.  

 

In-Class Computer Use 

Computers and tablets are permitted in this course for course-related purposes only. Cell 

phones must be set to silent and stowed. If for some extraordinary reason you need to take 

a call, you may either wait until the break or leave the classroom.  

 

Recording Lectures 

According to the Student Handbook, p. 16, “Audio taping of classes by students is allowed 
if the taped material is to be used solely for personal study and spiritual edification and is 
not distributed privately or publicly in any manner.”  Please do not record the lectures 

except for that purpose.  

Please do not distribute them in any way.  
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Approximate Course Schedule 

 

Please note that this schedule is representative of topics, not exhaustive; it is approximate 

and subject to change. The instructor’s announced changes in class will be the final word 

on the nature and date of assignments or class discussion. They are the student’s sole 

responsibility to note and to implement.  

 

 

Tuesday 7/20 

 

Acts 
 

Introduction to Acts 

The History of Interpretation of Acts 

Acts 1-2 (Pentecost) 

Acts 9 (Paul’s Conversion and Call) 

 

Wednesday 7/21 

 

 

Acts 10–11 (Peter and Cornelius) 

Acts 15 (Jerusalem Council) 

Missionary Journeys 

 

Thursday  7/22 

 

Romans 
 

Introduction to Romans 

Romans 1 (Theme of Romans) 

Romans 1–3 (The Law and Sin) 

 

Friday 7/23 

 

 

Justification in Romans 

Romans 5 (Adam-Christ Parallels) 

Romans 7–8 (The Flesh vs. The Spirit) 

Romans 9–11 (All Israel will be Saved) 
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Course Objectives Related to MDiv* Student Learning Outcomes 

Course: Acts and Romans   
Professor: Barry  
Campus: Atlanta   
Date: July 20–23, 2021 
 

MDiv* Student Learning Outcomes 
In order to measure the success of the MDiv curriculum, RTS has defined 
the following as the intended outcomes of the student learning process.  
Each course contributes to these overall outcomes. This rubric shows the 

contribution of this course to the MDiv outcomes. 
 *As the MDiv is the core degree at RTS, the MDiv rubric will be used in this syllabus. 

Rubric 
➢ Strong 
➢ Moderate 
➢ Minimal 
➢ None 

Mini-Justification 

Articulation  

 (oral & 

written) 

Broadly understands and articulates knowledge, both 

oral and written, of essential biblical, theological, 

historical, and cultural/global information, including 

details, concepts, and frameworks. Also includes 

ability to preach and teach the meaning of Scripture to 

both heart and mind with clarity and enthusiasm. 

Strong Theology of Acts and Romans; 

Exegesis Paper on some text of Acts 

or Romans 

Scripture 

 

 

Significant knowledge of the original meaning of 

Scripture.  Also, the concepts for and skill to research 

further into the original meaning of Scripture and to 

apply Scripture to a variety of modern circumstances. 

(Includes appropriate use of original languages and 

hermeneutics; and integrates theological, historical, 

and cultural/global perspectives.) 

Strong A significant part of the class is 

exegesis of Acts and Romans; 

Original languages are used in class 

and encouraged in writing 

assignments. 

Reformed 

Theology 

 

 

Significant knowledge of Reformed theology and 

practice, with emphasis on the Westminster Standards.   
Moderate Traditional Reformed categories are 

shown to find their foundations in 

Acts and Romans 

Sanctification 

 

 

Demonstrates a love for the Triune God that aids the 

student’s sanctification. 
Moderate Personal application is made in class 

from the text of Scripture. 

Desire for 

Worldview 

 

Burning desire to conform all of life to the Word of 

God. 
Moderate Multi-faceted applications are made 

from texts of Acts and Romans, e.g. 

church and culture. 

Winsomely 

Reformed 

 

Embraces a winsomely Reformed ethos. (Includes an 

appropriate ecumenical spirit with other Christians, 

especially Evangelicals; a concern to present the 

Gospel in a God-honoring manner to non-Christians; 

and a truth-in-love attitude in disagreements.) 

Moderate Non-Reformed scholarship is 

charitably discussed and engaged in 

class and readings.  

Pastoral 

Ministry 

 

 

Ability to minister the Word of God to hearts and 

lives of both churched and unchurched, to include 

preaching, teaching, leading in worship, leading, and 

shepherding the local congregation, aiding in spiritual 

maturity, concern for non-Xns. 

Minimal Pastoral practice and application is 

addressed throughout the course.  
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Extension Policy 

 

All assignments and exams are to be completed by the deadlines announced in this 

syllabus or in class.  

 

Extensions for assignments and exams due within the normal duration of the course must 

be approved beforehand by the Professor. Extensions of two weeks or less beyond the 

date of the last deadline for the course must be approved beforehand by the Professor. A 

grade penalty may be assessed.  

 

Extensions of greater than two weeks but not more than six weeks beyond the last 

deadline for the course may be granted in extenuating circumstances (i.e. illness, family 

emergency). For an extension of more than two weeks the student must request an 

Extension Request Form from the Student Services Office. The request must be approved 

by the Professor and the Academic Dean. A grade penalty may be assessed. (RTS 

Catalog p. 42 and RTS Atlanta Student Handbook p. 14) 

 

Any incompletes not cleared six weeks after the last published due date for course work 

will be converted to a failing grade. Professors may have the failing grade changed to a 

passing grade by request. (RTS Catalog p. 42) 
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Appendix 1: Paper Guidelines 

 

You will submit an 8–12 page exegetical, research paper, exclusive of cover page and 

bibliography. This paper must demonstrate awareness of and competence in both the 

primary and secondary literature.  

 

Please, submit your paper through Canvas. Be sure to submit it as a PDF attachment only.  

 

The paper should have the following elements and meet the following guidelines:  

• A concise introduction that reflects your awareness of the pertinent issues 

• An easy-to-find, clearly-stated thesis in the opening of the paper 

• A cogent and discernable argument that is integrally tied to and flows from your 

thesis 

• Organization that is both inherent to the paper and evident to your reader 

• A conclusion that properly concludes the argument of your paper, concisely 

reflecting on the implications of your thesis for our understanding of the theology 

of Acts or Romans.   

• Appropriate exegetical and biblical-theological treatment of the biblical data 

relevant to your topic 

• Fair and decisive engagement of the secondary literature. You should engage 

positions that are similar to your own and positions with which you disagree.  

• Use of at least eight (8) sources, one of which must be a journal article. “Use” 

means not merely inclusion in a bibliography, but also footnoted referencing in 

your paper.  

• Footnotes (not endnotes or parenthetical references!). Footnotes should be single 

spaced, 10 or 12 pt font. The first line of each footnote should be indented.  

• Pagination – each page should be clearly numbered 

• Consistent, readable margins – ½ to 1 inch margins on each side of the text 

• Text set in left justification, Times New Roman font, 12 pt. Set your indentation at 

½ inch. 

• Double or 1.5 spacing only 

• Greek or Hebrew, typed (no transliterations) 

• Documentation according to format and standards prescribed in the SBL 
Handbook of Style 2

nd
 Edition  – this applies both to the body of the paper and the 

bibliography. Please take special note of the abbreviations.  

• Absence of typographical, grammatical, syntactical, or spelling errors. Such errors 

will result in a lower grade on your paper. Proofread!  

• A staple in the upper left-hand corner – no folders, etc., please.  
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Appendix 2: The Good Paper Guide 

 

In grading your final paper, I will reference the following criteria (in addition to the 

guidelines set forth above).  

 

General 

Is the paper interesting? substantial? well-written?  

Is the paper sufficiently focused or developed?  

Is the paper organized? organized clearly?  

Development and Flow 

Does the paper show clear plan and purpose?  

Treatment 

Is the thesis of your paper stated clearly? Is your thesis pedestrian?  

Does your paper raise more issues than you have adequately addressed in it?  

Does your paper raise issues that cannot be adequately addressed in a paper of this  

 scope and length? 

Does your paper provide sufficient data to enable the reader to understand the  

 problems and issues?  

Does your paper set forth and engage various positions fully? fairly? objectively? 

Does your paper provide careful, biblical exegesis?  

Do your conclusions follow from the premises and data you set forth in the paper?  

Does your paper evidence knowledge of and interaction with the broader Reformed  

 tradition? views within modern evangelicalism? non-evangelical views?  

Does your paper have material that should have been removed in the final draft? Does 

it have material that is not germane to the subject?  

Is the length of your paper adequate to address the issues raised?  

Documentation 

Is your paper well documented? adequately documented? poorly documented?  

Bibliography 

Does your paper have a bibliography?  

Is your bibliography excellent? adequate? poor? 

Does your paper omit key secondary sources that should have been included?  

Appearance 

Is your paper annoying to read? Or neat in appearance?   

Errors 

Does your paper have typographical errors? grammatical errors? syntactical errors? 

spelling errors?  

Time of Submission 

Was your paper submitted on time?  

 

Your assigned grade is based upon the following: your successful completion of the 

instructions for this assignment, as those instructions are set forth in this syllabus; your 

overall quality of presentation; my assessment of your grasp of the subject matter; your 

skill in communicating the material; the quality of your work relative to your peers in 

the course. 


