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HISTORY AND THEOLOGY OF THE PURITANS 
 

Instructor: Dr. Jordan Stone 
Email: Jordan@redeemermckinney.com 

Phone: (972) 529-1502 
Mondays: 1:00–3:00 p.m. 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION & PURPOSE 
 

The course surveys the historical and theological context of English Puritanism in the 16th and 17th 
centuries. In addition to exploring the essential ecclesiastical and political themes for 
understanding Puritanism, the class will examine the lives and writings of representative 
Puritans—such as Richard Baxter, Thomas Goodwin, William Perkins, John Owen, and Samuel 
Rutherford. 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 

• To grow the student’s knowledge of Puritan history and theology. 
• To increase the student’s love for Christ and His church. 
• To learn vital lessons from the historical, ecclesiastical, theological, and spiritual contexts 

of English Puritanism and apply them to contemporary gospel ministry. 
 
REQUIRED TEXTS 
 

• Beeke, Joel. A Puritan Theology (Grand Rapids: Reformation Heritage Books, 2012). 
o Students will read twenty chapters that total at least 400 pages. Read the chapters 

that most interest you. 
• Hall, David. The Puritans: A Transatlantic History (Princeton: Princeton University 

Press, 2019).  
o Read all 355 pages. 

 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 

1 Research Paper (40% of final grade): Each student will submit a major paper of original 
research on a topic related to English Puritanism. 
 

Length: 4,000–6,000 words. The paper should be properly footnoted, per the Turabian 
conventions, and must include a bibliography and use primary and secondary texts. Define 
a clear thesis statement, reason, and grounds for a conclusion, demonstrate coherence, etc.  
 
Pre-Approval: The professor must approve your paper’s topic and outline before you 
proceed with researching and writing. Students may schedule an appointment with the 
professor to discuss potential research topics. 
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1 Book Interaction (30% of final grade): Write a 1,200-word review of one of the following 
titles of Puritan theology in the Banner of Truth’s Puritan Paperback series. The review should 
summarize the book’s content, analyze the book’s key contributions, and offer specific 
encouragements the text provided to the student. Keep quotations from the book to a minimum. 
 

• Owen, John. The Glory of Christ (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 
1994). 184 p.  

• Owen, John. Communion with God (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 
1991). 224 p.   

• Baxter, Richard. The Reformed Pastor (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 
1974). 256 p.   

• Brooks, Thomas. Precious Remedies Against Satan’s Devices 
(Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 2019). 316 p.  

• Goodwin, Thomas. The Heart of Christ (Edinburgh: Banner of 
Truth, 2011). 176 p.  

 
1 Personal Reflection (20% of final grade): Write an 800-word reflection on the following 
questions:  
 

• What is one weakness of Puritanism that we should not apply to 
modern ministry? 

• What is one strength of Puritanism that we should apply to modern 
ministry?     

 
Reading (10% of final grade): Students will submit a reading report on the last day of the course. 
 
CLASS ATTENDANCE 
 

Students are required to attend all sessions. If a student is “providentially hindered” from attending 
class, please notify the instructor.  
 
WRITING GUIDELINES 
 

Review papers must be double-spaced, use 12 pt. Times New Roman font, and include pagination. 
Points will be deducted for spelling and grammar errors. 
 
TECHNOLOGY POLICY (Taken from Dr. Michael Allen) 
 
Computers, tablets, and smart-phones are not allowed in class. Think we’re over-reacting? Believe 
you are a master of multitasking? You are not. No, you really are not. Notes taken by hand are 
almost always more useful than typed notes because more thoughtful selectivity goes into them; 
plus, there are multiple cognitive benefits to writing by hand. And people who use laptops in class 
see their grades decline—and even contribute to lowering the grades of other people. 
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— COURSE SCHEDULE — 

 
MONDAY, JANUARY 25 

• Lecture: History of the Puritans #1 (1558–1625) 
 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 1 

• Lecture: History of the Puritans #2 (1625–1660) 
 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 8 
• Lecture: History of the Puritans #3 (1660–1700) 

 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 15 

• Lecture: Puritanism and Reformed Orthodoxy 
 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 22 

• Lecture: Puritans and Theology Proper 
 
MONDAY, MARCH 1 

• Lecture: Puritans and Christology 
 
MONDAY, MARCH 22 

• Lecture: Puritans and Soteriology 
 
MONDAY, MARCH 29 

• Lecture: Puritans and Covenant Theology 
 
MONDAY, APRIL 5 

• Lecture: Puritans and Eschatology 
 
MONDAY, APRIL 12 

• Lecture: Puritans and Political Theology 
 
MONDAY, APRIL 19 

• Lecture: Puritans and The Law 
 
MONDAY, APRIL 26 

• Lecture: Puritans and Worship 
 
MONDAY, MAY 3 

• Lecture: Puritans and Personal Devotion 
 



Proctored Exams 
All proctored exams (residential and distance/online) are to be arranged with a specific RTS 
Dallas faculty or staff member and are to be taken during one of the following time slots: 

Monday 1:00pm-4:00pm 

Wednesday 9:00am-12:00pm 

Thursday 1:00pm-4:00pm 

Friday 9:00am-12:00pm 

If a student is unable to take their proctored exam during one of the allotted time slots, that 
individual should approach a specific staff or faculty member and establish a time to take the 
exam. Students are not to expect to take a proctored exam without first establishing a time for 
the exam with a faculty/staff member. 

RTS DALLAS  - FINAL EXAM WEEK SCHEDULE 
All course finals are expected to be taken during the respective block time assigned to the class 
during the semester. (Example: If Course A meets weekly on Wednesdays from 1-4pm, then 
students are to take the Course A final on Wednesday of finals week from 1-4pm.) Students 
who are unable to take the final during its allotted time must receive an exception from their 
professor to take it during one of the times set aside for proctored exams. If a student is unable 
to take the exam during one of time slots set aside for proctored exams, then that individual is 
responsible to establish with the professor a time slot to take the exam. 
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