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02NT5150 GREEK EXEGESIS
ἘΞΉΓΗΣΙΣ ἙΛΛΗΝΙΚΉ
RTSLiveRemote



Instructor, C. E. Hill

Spring 2021


 
Tuesdays 2:00-4:00 pm CST
Office Hours: Mondays 10:00-12:00 CST; Tuesdays 10:00-12:00 CST
I.  Course Objectives Related to MDiv* Student Learning Outcomes

	MDiv* Student Learning Outcomes
In order to measure the success of the MDiv curriculum, RTS has defined the following as the intended outcomes of the student learning process.  Each course contributes to these overall outcomes. This rubric shows the contribution of this course to the MDiv outcomes.

 *As the MDiv is the core degree at RTS, the MDiv rubric will be used in this syllabus.
	Rubric

· Strong

· Moderate

· Minimal

· None
	Mini-Justification

	Articulation 

 (oral & written)
	Broadly understands and articulates knowledge, both oral and written, of essential biblical, theological, historical, and cultural/global information, including details, concepts, and frameworks. 
	Moderate
	Exegetical Process Notebook enables analytic and synthetic written expression based upon a wide range of data, biblical, theological, historical, and cultural/global in nature.  

	Scripture


	Significant knowledge of the original meaning of Scripture.  Also, the concepts for and skill to research further into the original meaning of Scripture and to apply Scripture to a variety of modern circumstances. (Includes appropriate use of original languages and hermeneutics; and integrates theological, historical, and cultural/global perspectives.)
	Strong 
	The basics of Greek, syntax, and translation, and the fundamentals of exegesis are foundational for a deep and detailed understanding of Scripture’s original meaning and modern application.  Also foundational for further research in extra-biblical sources.  Study of Galatians promotes the understanding of redemptive history, biblical hermeneutics, etc. 

	Reformed Theology


	Significant knowledge of Reformed theology and practice, with emphasis on the Westminster Standards.  
	Moderate
	Stress on the WCF’s statement on the necessity of appeal to the OT in Hebrew and the NT in Greek.  Frequent reference to theological issues illuminated particularly by the study of Galatians in Greek.

	Sanctifi-cation


	Demonstrates a love for the Triune God that aids the student’s sanctification.
	Moderate
	Learning Greek is one of the greatest, proven exercises in sanctification!  Also the text of Galatians itself promotes sanctification, as the Spirit applies the Word.

	Desire for Worldview


	Burning desire to conform all of life to the Word of God.
	Minimal/Moderate
	The text of Galatians contributes greatly to a proper Christian world view.

	Winsomely Reformed


	Embraces a winsomely Reformed ethos. (Includes an appropriate ecumenical spirit with other Christians, especially Evangelicals; a concern to present the Gospel in a God-honoring manner to non-Christians; and a truth-in-love attitude in disagreements.)
	Moderate
	What could be more winsomely Reformed than the study of textual criticism!  Also the text of Galatians itself promotes being winsomely Reformed.  

	Preach


	Ability to preach and teach the meaning of Scripture to both heart and mind with clarity and enthusiasm.
	Minimal
	No preaching techniques are offered here, only the essential materials and methods on which sound preaching is based!

	Worship


	Knowledgeable of historic and modern Christian-worship forms; and ability to construct and skill to lead a worship service.
	Moderate
	No study of worship forms or construction of a worship service – only the foundational knowledge and skills for the preacher of God’s Word. 

	Shepherd


	Ability to shepherd the local congregation: aiding in spiritual maturity; promoting use of gifts and callings; and encouraging a concern for non-Christians, both in America and worldwide.
	Minimal 
	Spiritual maturity begins here!  Does the army let you lead warriors into battle without boot camp?  I don’t think so.

	Church/
World


	Ability to interact within a denominational context, within the broader worldwide church, and with significant public issues.
	Minimal
	The study of the text of Galatians is foundational for understanding inter-church relations.  


ASSUMED TEXTS
United Bible Society, The Greek New Testament, 5th revised edn. (2014)

Aland, K. and B. Aland, The Text of the New Testament (Grand Rapids; Eerdmans, 1989)

Bauer, Arndt, Gingrich, Danker, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, 3rd edn. (Chicago:  University of Chicago Press, 2001). NOTE: some computer bible software companies offer this.
Fee, G., New Testament Exegesis.  A Handbook for Students and Pastors, rev. edn. (Louisville:  Westminster/John Knox, 1993)

Metzger, Bruce M., Lexical Aids for Students of New Testament Greek, 3rd edn. (Baker Academic, 1998)

Wallace, D. B., The Basics of New Testament Syntax:  An Intermediate Greek Grammar (Grand Rapids: Zondervan)

RECOMMENDED TEXTS 

On Greek, the NT text, and Linguistics

Anderson, Amy, and Wendy Widder, Textual Criticism of the Bible: Revised Edition (Lexham, 2018)

Caragounis, Chrys C., The Development of Greek and the New Testament: Morphology, Syntax, Phonology, and Textual Transmission (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2007)

Comfort, Philip W., New Testament Text and Translation Commentary (Carole Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., 2008)
Comfort, Philip. W. and David P. Barrett, The Text of the Earliest New Testament Greek Manuscripts (Wheaton; Tyndale House, 2001)

Ehrman, Bart, Misquoting Jesus: The Story Behind Who Changed the Bible and Why (San Francisco: HarperCollins Publishers, 2006)

Hill, Charles E. and Michael J. Kruger, The Early Text of the New Testament (Oxford, 2012)

Hixson, Elijah, and Peter J. Gurry, Myths and Mistakes in New Testament Textual Criticism (Downers Grove: IVP Academic, 2019)

Hurtado, Larry, The Earliest Christian Artifacts. Manuscripts and Christian Origins (Grand Rapids/Cambridge:  Eerdmans, 2006). 
Köstenberger, Andreas, Benjamin L. Merkle, and Robert L. Plummer, Going Deeper with New Testament Greek: An Intermediate Study of the Grammar and Syntax of the New Testament (B&H Academic, 2016)

Metzger, B. M., A Textual Commentary on the Greek New Testament (London/New York; United Bible Societies, 1995) 

_______, and Bart Ehrman, The Text of the New Testament fourth edition (Oxford: OUP, 2005)

Parker, D. C., An Introduction to the New Testament Manuscripts and their Texts (Cambridge:  CUP, 2008)

Silva, M., Biblical Words and Their Meanings (Grand Rapids, 1983), 137-69

______, Explorations in Exegetical Method (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1996)

Swanson, Reuben J., Galatians, New Testament Greek Manuscripts: Variant Readings Arranged in Horizontal Lines against Codex Vaticanus (Wheaton, Ill: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., 1999)
Wallace, Daniel B., Greek Grammar Beyond the Basics (Grand Rapids: Zondervan)

Wasserman, Tommy, and Peter J. Gurry, A New Approach to Textual Criticism: An Introduction to the Coherence-Based Genealogical Method (Atlanta: SBL Press, 2017)

Zerwick, M., and M. Grosvenor, A Grammatical Analysis of the Greek New Testament (Rome: Editrice Pontificio Instituto Biblico, 1993) 

In addition, there are a number of excellent websites for NT study, including NT text criticism:  eg., 
Evangelical Textual Criticism blogspot:  


http://evangelicaltextualcriticism.blogspot.com/  this also has many great links 
The Münster Institut for neutestamentliche Textforschung


http://www-user.uni-bremen.de/~wie/ww_tc.html
Center for the Study of NT Manuscripts: http://www.csntm.org/Manuscript/View/noGA_Minuscule_Tirana_ANA_10 

On Exegesis, Backgrounds

Blomberg, Craig, L., with Jennifer Foutz Markley, New Testament Exegesis (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2010)

Conzelmann and Lindemann, Interpreting the New Testament (Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson, 1985)
Evans, C., Noncanonical Writings and the New Testament (Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson, 1992)

Gorman, Michael J., Elements of Biblical Exegesis: A Basic Guide for Students and Minister, Revised and Expanded Edition (Peabody MA: Hendrickson, 2009)

Holmes, Michael, ed., The Apostolic Fathers:  Greek Texts and English Translations (hardback) third edn. (Baker, 2007)

Marshall, I. H., ed., New Testament Interpretation (Wipf & Stock, repr.: 2006)

Neil, S. and N. T. Wright, The Interpretation of the New Testament 1861-1986, 2nd edn. (Oxford/New York: OUP, 1988)

Ridderbos, H., Paul.  An Outline of His Theology (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1975)

On Galatians, Commentaries by 

Luther, Calvin, J. B. Lightfoot, Burton (ICC), Ridderbos (NICNT), T. George, J. D. G. Dunn (Black’s), Fung (NICNT), R. N. Longenecker (WBC), F. F. Bruce (NIGTC), Betz (Hermeneia); Martyn (ABC); Moo (BECNT), etc.
CLASSROOM PROCEDURE
After the Introduction and the Text Criticism Lectures are completed, students should come to each class session ready to translate and discuss various aspects of the Greek text of Galatians assigned for that day. In-class translation and discussion will constitute half or more of our class time. In addition, I will have extended comments from time to time on textual, historical, syntactical, or exegetical issues pertinent to the assignments. 

Class Participation. It is notoriously difficult to assign grades for this. You are expected to be prepared to translate and discuss all matters relating to the Greek text of Galatians assigned for that day. Repeated failure to show adequate preparation will result in a lowering of your grade. In addition, I consider the practice we gain in class and the discussion and contributions of your peers to be integral to the design of this course, and a great boon to your learning to use the Greek New Testament. Often, those golden, exegetical insights you would otherwise miss are discovered in class by discussion of the intricacies of the grammar, syntax, lexicography, and theology of Galatians. More than two absences from class will result in an impoverishment of your spiritual progress and a lowering (possibly severe) of your grade.  

On Canvas (Modules/Lecture Page) you will find two sets of videos from me. The first is called “Wallace Previews” and previews each selection in Wallace’s The Basics of New Testament Syntax that you will be quizzed over. These were recorded in the Spring of 2020 at the height of the pandemic panic and, while the content is ok, they are excruciatingly boring and stale (I can’t bear to listen or watch, myself). I will be covering each topic in class, live and open to your interactions. At this point, I plan simply to leave the videos up for reference or review, should you want them or need them (if you pay attention in class, you surely won’t need to). 
The second set of videos is called “Notebook Demonstrations” and these demonstrate how to do the steps of the Exegetical Process Notebook, which was formerly required for this course. Even though completion of the EPN is no longer an assignment, I am requiring you to watch these (painful though they may be) because the steps of exegesis they outline will be useful for you in completing the assigned Exegesis Paper. 
GRADING COMPONENTS
There will be essentially five grading components, (a) 10 self-corrected quizzes from your reading in Wallace; (b) 2 vocabulary quizzes (based on Metzger); (c) 2 translation quizzes from Galatians; (d) Topical Discussion Questions (5) and Student-to-Student Discussion Questions (4), and (e) an exegetical paper on a passage of your choice in Galatians. Here is a fuller description of each:
(a) Wallace Quizzes. Each week you are to take and correct your Wallace quizzes. Here is the procedure to follow. First, read the assigned sections in Wallace, without previewing the quiz. Then, take the quiz. Then, correct it yourself using Wallace to find the answers. Write in the correct answers to the questions you missed, in red, so I know which ones you missed. As long as you have corrected each one (in red ink), you will get full credit for that quiz. If you cheat, the red ink will remind you of the blood which is on your own head!! This assignment is to be done by the student individually, not by students working collectively. Please submit these together through Canvas by the term paper deadline.
(b) Vocabulary Quizzes. You will have two quizzes on vocabulary (Midterm and Final) Quiz #1 will be on the word lists in Bruce Metzger, Lexical Aids for Students of NT Greek, down to and including the list of words occurring 50-55 times (ca. 297 words). Quiz #2, part of your final, will be over the lists from 46-49 to 28-29 times (ca. 165 words). 

(c) Translation Quizzes. You will also have two translation quizzes (Midterm and Final). These can be over any part of Galatians covered up until that time. You will be asked to parse (full forms, all verbs, including participles and infinitives!), translate, and answer some questions on the syntax of the passage which will show your understanding of the Wallace readings. There may also be some questions concerning textual criticism. Your professor reserves the right to administer additional, pop quizzes on translation if and when he chooses. This threat is meant to reinforce our doctrine of the sovereignty of the professor. It will also add spice to your life.

(d) Discussion Questions. The rules for Live Remote classes at RTS specify that there be five “Professor-to-Student Interactions” on Canvas, and four “Student-to-Student Interactions” on Canvas. The former will be fulfilled in the form of the five Topical Discussion Questions on the Discussions page on Canvas. They will consist of questions from Wallace on the Article and on Participles. Your assignments are to be submitted by midnight on the last day of class. 
You are also required to have four “Student-to-Student Interactions.” Please see the instructions posted there on the Canvas page. Four are required (1 point each), and if you do all four, you will get a bonus point!  
(e)
Exegetical Paper 
· This is to be a 4,000-4,500-word paper on a passage from Galatians 5:13 to 6:18. 
· It is due on the term-paper deadline for RTS.
· A final word-count must be printed on the cover sheet of your paper, along with a descriptive title for your paper (i.e., not just ‘Exegesis of Galatians 1:11-17’ but ‘Paul’s Setting Apart for the Gospel’ or ‘The Isaianic Background of Paul’s Call in Galatians 1:15’).
· It must have an Introduction, in which you state the thesis of your paper, and sections for Text, Structure/Argument, Exposition, and a Conclusion (see below). 

· You must use The SBL Handbook of Style for citation and bibliography. 
· Use footnotes, not endnotes.

· It must include your translation of a pericope of at least three verses in Galatians.
· You must cite in your paper at least four commentaries on the Greek text of Galatians and five academic journal articles. Your bibliography must include at least five more sources that you have consulted. No online-only materials may be used; each must be published by a serious, academic publisher. 
· You must watch four video recordings on Canvas on the Lecture Page that have to do with the EPN. Even though they were recorded for that now-defunct assignment, they will still walk you through some of the steps of exegesis you will want to take in preparation for your paper, and in order to complete the five Topical Discussion Questions. Watching these videos will take approximately 100 minutes. We are thus allowed to use this time in lieu of class time, so, we will not plan to meet on Zoom for our final scheduled meeting time. 

Introduction. Here you will state the thesis of the paper. Generally speaking, this is among the last things you write, after you have completed the research and most of the writing, and know what you are going to say.

I. Text. In this section, you will explain (usually in one or two paragraphs) why your pericope (of usually 3-6 verses) is a pericope, then print out the Greek text of your pericope, followed by your translation. Following your translation, you will have a set of Translation Notes explaining a) any text-critical decisions necessary, b) any debatable translations, due to lexical, semantic, text-critical, grammatical, or theological issues, etc. Note: your text and translation do not need to be counted in your wordcount, but your Translation Notes do. 
II. Structure/Argument. In this section you will seek to set your pericope in its context in Paul’s argument in the epistle. To do this, you will need to say something about: 
· the historical/social/cultural situation of the epistle,

· the larger structure of the epistle, explaining the place of your pericope in the structure, and how you arrived at your perception of this, 
· any more minute structuring devices at the clause or sentence level,

· then, explain what difference, if any, a recognition of structural elements plays in the determination of Paul’s meaning. 
III. Exposition. There is no set format for this section but, as part of your exposition of Paul’s meaning, you must consider 
· any rhetorical techniques Paul uses (figures of speech, unusual vocabulary, questions, contrasts, repetitions, uses of the OT, etc.),

· any theologically or culturally loaded words (show me the results of one or more word-studies), 
· any OT or NT background for the words, concepts, or arguments
· any explicit citation or allusion to the OT by Paul.
The aim here is to lay out and exposit Paul’s message in your pericope, using all the exegetical tools at your disposal. 
IV. Conclusion. State in one to four paragraphs the implications of your research. This will include any practical application to preaching and teaching, pastoral counseling, theology, apologetics, the history of the early church, Christianity and contemporary culture, etc. 
Appendix (Appendices)

In an appendix you are to ‘show your work’ for your word study or studies, the summary of which will be in the body of your paper. 

You may, if you feel it is necessary, have one or more additional appendices on text-critical, historical, theological, etc. studies that you had to summarize in your paper. 

This appendix (or appendices) do not count in your word count and will not be separately graded. They are just for me to see the depth/quality of your work. 

COMPONENT
TEST MECHANISM
% OF GRADE
Greek


|



|



Wallace

|
(10)

Quizzes
|
15

Vocabulary
|
(2)

Quizzes
|
20


Translation
|
(2)
 
Quizzes
|
30


Student to Student Interaction
|
Canvas Discussion page
|
5

Exegesis


|
Canvas Topical Discussions
|
10






|
Exegetical Paper
|
20









100

SCHEDULE for GREEK EXEGESIS, FALL 2020 (Live Remote)
Wk 
Date 


Wallace/Aland



Fee
 (reference)
In Class Translation 
Exegesis (Lectures on Canvas)
1

Feb. 9

(Review Wallace 93-128; 266-85)



Course Introduction
Text Criticism

2

Feb. 16

Aland 48-184; TC materials (Canvas)


Text Criticism
Steps 1-3: History; 

















Text Criticism

3

Feb. 23

Aland 222-267; 280-316



Fee, 1-20, 31-38
Gal. 1.1-10

Step 3: Text Criticism

4

Mar. 2

Wallace 17-40, Cases: Nom. Voc.
Fee, 15, 59-70
1.11-20

Step 3: Text Criticism

5

Mar. 9

Wallace 41-64, Cases: Genitive

Fee, 41-58
1.21-2.6

Step 3: Text Criticism

6

Mar. 16

Wallace 65-92, Cases: Dat. Acc.

Fee, 71-95
2.7-16

Steps 4-6: Lit. Context/Analysis



Mar. 23

Reading Week
7

Mar 29

Wallace 129-59, Adj.; Pron.





Vocab. Quiz 1;














Transl. Quiz 1

8

Apr. 6

Wallace 160-78, Prep.; Pers.; No.

Fee, 96-111
2.17-3.5

Step 6: Literary Analysis

9

Apr. 13

Wallace 179-91, Voice



Fee, 31-32
3.6-16
 
Step 7: Cultural Context
10

Apr. 20

Wallace 192-212, Moods






3.17-27

Steps 8-9: B/T Cont.; Sec. Lit.

11

Apr. 27

Wallace 213-43, Pres. Impf. Aor.




3.28-4.14



12

May 4

Wallace 214-65, Fut/Pf/Plp/Inf




4.15-31
13

May 11

No meeting: Wallace 286-322, Clauses; Conj.
5.1-15

THE FINAL, during the exam period in May, will consist of Vocabulary Quiz 2 and Translation Quiz 2.


NOTES.  On the last day of class, you will turn in all your Wallace quizzes at once. Your Exegetical Process Notebooks will be due at the official RTS paper deadline.


