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WELCOME TO FIELD EDUCATION!
Please read the following document carefully, as it is intended to contain all relevant information for field education. 

Field education is a wonderful area of theological education in which classroom experience is applied and refined in the life and ministry of the church.

Open to all students (upon approval), the primary purposes are:

· to help students who intend to complete the Master of Divinity degree to test, exercise, and improve their gifts and skills;

· to provide students with firsthand experience in the services to which God has called them;

· to encourage their theological reflection on the tasks of ministry; 

and supremely,

· to glorify the Lord Jesus Christ through service to His Kingdom.

Examples of ways in which students may earn RTS field education credit include:

· as a summer student assistant to a pastor;

· student supply in a vacant pulpit;

· pastoral internship of 9-15 months;

· a missionary internship;

· campus ministry;

· work with parachurch organization;

· ministry in a national park;

· youth ministry;

· evangelistic ministry in a local church;

· chaplaincy in a hospital, nursing home, or military;

· jail ministry;

· or in other similar ministries – we welcome your creativity!
The M.Div. degree requires 400 hours of field education experience.

The RTS/Atlanta Field Education Procedure

Before you begin to accumulate hours of field education experience, identify the next time 4PT5900 “Field Education Internship” is to be offered. It is offered near the beginning of every Fall and Spring term. Register for the next available section. Once you have registered, and have been added to the course homepage for Field Education Internship, you will be able to download the forms below. Complete the following two forms and then upload the completed copies to your Submitted Documents folders on the 4PT5900 course homepage.
 Once this is done, your 400 hours can begin. This must be done before attending the 4PT5900 seminar.
· Field Education Learning Agreement
· Student’s Statement of Goals
We will review these items and may require an interview. 
Attend the 4PT5900 “Field Education Internship” seminar. At the seminar your proposed field education experience will be either approved or changes will be recommended. Please note that the Canvas course homepage for Field Education Internship is not set to a specific term, so you only need to register and attend 4PT5900 once. You will have continued access to this homepage to manage your field education experience.
In addition to the 400 hours of supervised Field Experience students will also be required to attend four mini-seminars led by experienced pastors and others in vocational ministry, write up ½ page reflections and submit to the relevant folders in the current 4PT5900 homepage.
There are two additional requirements: 1) The completion of a 4 page report of field ed experience to be submitted before the 4PT5905 class; and 2) 25 hours of evangelistic experience as part of the 400 hours. More will be explained about this during 4PT5900 Field Education Internship.

Upon completion of your field education experience, download the files below from the course homepage of 4PT5900. Then upload the completed forms to your folder in the most current section of 4PT5905.
· Supervisor’s Evaluation Form
· Student’s Evaluation Form
After fulfilling the prerequisite 400 hours of field education experience, you will be eligible to register for 4PT5905 Field Education Seminar. This seminar will be offered by RTS/Atlanta once in the Fall and once in the Spring near the end of each term. Attendance at this seminar marks the completion of the field education requirements. NOTE IMPORTANTLY: Before attending this final seminar you will be required to upload scans of ALL your material again into the relevant folders for 4PT5905 (see footnote 1). This makes it possible for us to then access your material in the one location.
Timeline of process:

1. Identify when 4PT5900 is next being offered (1 four hour session, typically a Wednesday night early in Fall and Spring semesters)

2. Enroll in 4PT5900.
3. Complete, scan and upload to relevant folders on the 4PT5900 website: 

· Field Education Learning Agreement
· Student’s Statement of Goals
4. <Set up a folder on your own computer, so that these and every other scanned document may eventually be uploaded at the completion of field education into the relevant folders in 4PT5905>

5. Attend 4PT5900.

6. Attend four workshops and accumulate your 400 hours, keeping in touch with your supervisor.

7. When you have completed your 400 hours (including 25h of evangelism and 4 workshops) ENROLL IN THE FINAL SEMINAR: 4PT5905.

8. Get your paperwork in order and upload everything to the relevant folders in 4PT5905: a) your 4, half-page reflections on your workshops; b) your own four page reflection report; c) write up your own student evaluation (see relevant form); d) your supervisor’s report, having met to discuss it with him/her (see relevant form)… UPLOAD ALL THIS TO 4PT5905.

9. Attend 4PT5905 to complete the field education experience. 
Questions regarding registration should be directed to Dr. Jonathan Stuckert, ext. 3112, jstuckert@rts.edu Questions regarding anything specific to Field Education should be directed to Dr. Bruce Lowe, Field Education Officer, ext. 3156, blowe@rts.edu 
Reformed Theological Seminary/Atlanta ( 1580 Terrell Mill Road ( Marietta, GA  30067
770/952-8884 ( www.rts.edu
� It is vital that you keep scanned copies of all your documents, as you will be required to upload everything together on the 4PT5905 website, at the very end of your experience.





