
 

 

“The spirit of investing in students at RTS lives on, and it was on Ruth’s heart 

 to invest in the next generation of leaders.” Ken Samuelson 
 

The Story of Providence House 

Ruth Samuelson loved the Lord. On January 23, 2017 at the age of 57, she left this earth 

and joined Him for eternity. Ruth’s love for the Lord naturally meant a love for His bride, 

the church. Ruth had a sharp intellect and a heart for service. She knew that the church 

needs pastors with that same “mind for truth, and heart for God.” Ruth’s passions included 

philanthropy and public service. For Ken and Ruth, their property on Providence Road in 

Charlotte (the “Providence House”) became a ministry, one of many ministries, whereby 

they poured into the lives of young promising pastor/teachers.  

In 1998, Ken and Ruth began leasing the Providence House to RTS Charlotte for $1.00 per year so that the 

seminary could offer lodging to students and professors. In 2000, Dr. Doug Kelly and his wife Caroline moved in 

and they soon became somewhat of the patriarch and matriarch of the house. Doug’s wit and wisdom, 

combined with Caroline’s gift for hospitality, made for a meaningful seminary housing experience for several 

future leaders. “It was a wonderful opportunity to provide housing to RTS students and to get to know them on 

a personal level,” reflects Ken. 

Over the next few years, around 15 students lived at Providence House almost rent-free and benefitted from 

mentoring by the Kellys and community with others called to serve the Lord though His church. Blair Smith, a 

former student and now RTS Charlotte Professor of Systematic Theology, says of his time at Providence House, 

“My RTS education was made all the more affordable due to the Samuelson’s generosity. What is more, my education 

was enriched through life-long relationships developed at the Providence House. I’m deeply thankful to God for this 

gracious provision in my life.”  

The Gift 

Prior to Ruth’s passing, Ken and Ruth and their children discussed how they might continue to honor the Lord 

with their giving. “A few months before Ruth died, we discussed making a significant gift to RTS Charlotte for 

students, and the idea of the Providence House Scholarship was born,” says Ken. The Samuelsons will fund the 

scholarship with a gift of $250,000 to be paid over 5 years.  

The Scholarship 

Each Providence House scholarship recipient will receive $25,000 toward their RTS tuition. Two scholarships will 

be awarded each of the next 5 years. Recipients must be pursuing a Master of Divinity degree full-time at RTS 

Charlotte. Recipients must demonstrate a call to pulpit ministry, preferably with a church planting emphasis.  

Incoming and current students may apply for the scholarship. For more information on eligibility or the 

application process, please contact Dave Latham at dlatham@rts.edu.  

To make a gift in memory of Ruth Samuelson or in honor of Doug and Caroline Kelly, please contact Ed Barnes at 

ebarnes@rts.edu or (704) 451-1637.  

mailto:dlatham@rts.edu
mailto:ebarnes@rts.edu

